
 
 
 
TO:  National School Lunch, School Breakfast and Special Milk Program Sponsors 
 
 
TO: National School Lunch and Breakfast Program Sponsors 
 
FROM: Cheryl Resha, Education Manager 
  Bureau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education 
 
DATE:  August 6, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:     Operational Memorandum #15-09 
             Guidance on School Gardens 

 
Below are questions that were recently issued by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
addressing questions and answers pertaining to the operation of school gardens. Additionally, School 
Food Authorities (SFA) that accept produce from a school or community garden, must contact their local 
health department to get approval. The local health department will need to evaluate the garden to 
determine if it is an approved source for the growing of food. SFAs are still responsible for ensuring that 
food safety and Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) principles are utilized when using this 
produce. 
 
More information regarding school gardens is attached to this e-mail and posted on the Child Nutrition 
Programs’ Web site with this memorandum. 
 
USDA School Garden Q and A: 
 

1. Q: Can the school food service use funds from the nonprofit school food service account to 
purchase seeds for a school garden?  
 
A: Yes, with the understanding that the garden is used within the context of the program, i.e. 
selling the food or providing food in the classroom as part of an educational lesson.  
 

2. Q: Can the school food service use funds from the nonprofit school food service account to 
purchase items for the school garden such as fertilizer, watering cans, rakes, etc.? 
 
A: Yes, as long as the items are used for the purpose of starting and maintaining the garden. 
 

3. Q: Can a school sell food grown in their school garden that was funded using the nonprofit 
school food service account? 
 
A: Yes, as long as the revenue from the sale of the food accrues back to the nonprofit school food 
service account. Schools can serve the produce as part of a reimbursable meal or sell it a la carte, 
to parents, to PTA members, at a roadside stand, etc. 
 

4. Q: Are there health/safety issues involved with school gardens? 
 
A: Yes. SFAs need to familiarize themselves with the Federal, State, and local requirements 
regarding health and sanitation issues. 
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5. Q: Can the school food service purchase produce from another school organization that is 
maintaining and managing the garden, such as Future Farmers of America (FFA)?  
 
A: Yes, the school food service may purchase produce from a garden run by a school 
organization such as FFA, which is an agricultural education program for students. 
 

6. Q: Can funds received through the Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Program (FFVP) be used to 
purchase seeds/tools/equipment for a school garden? 
 
A: No. FFVP funds may not be used for the purchase of any materials for school gardens.  
 

7. Q: What if there is excess produce from the garden left over at the end of the school year?  
 
A: The school should first see if the excess food can be used to benefit another program such as 
the SFSP. If that is not possible, they could try selling the food (as always, the profit must accrue 
back to the nonprofit school food service account) or donate it in accordance with State and local 
health/safety regulations.   

 
Questions pertaining to this memorandum may be directed to: 
 

COUNTY  CONSULTANT  EMAIL  PHONE  
 Hartford and 

Windham 
Teri Dandeneau  teri.dandeneau@ct.gov 

 
860-807-2079  

Litchfield and 
Middlesex  

Fionnuala Brown  fionnuala.brown@ct.go
v 

860-807-2048  

Fairfield and New 
London 

Jackie Schipke  jackie.schipke@ct.gov 860-807-2123 

New Haven and 
Tolland   

Bob Zwack  robert.zwack@ct.gov 
 

860-807-2081  

 
CR:tdd 
  
Attachments: (2) 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important: This is a numbered Operational Memorandum that contains important program information. Please read carefully and retain in a binder 
for your future reference. Operational Memoranda are also posted on the Child Nutrition website: 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=320676.   

 


