Connecticut’'s Common Core of Learning 1998

SOCIAL STUDIES

v By the end of Grade 12, students will gain a knowledge of history, civics and government, geography

and economics; understand the interaction between and among history, the social sciences and hu-
manities; and apply that knowledge and understanding as responsible citizens.

Program Goals

As a result of education in Grades K-12, students will:

demonstrate knowledge of the structure of United States and world history to understand
life and events in the past and how they relate to one’s own life experience;

analyze the historical roots and the current complexity of relations among nations in an
increasingly interdependent world;

demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture and how different perspectives
emerge from different cultures;

apply geographic knowledge, skills and concepts to understand human behavior in rela-
tion to the physical and cultural environment;

describe the relationships among the individual, the groups and the institutions which
exist in any society and culture;

demonstrate knowledge of how people create rules and laws to regulate the dynamic
relationships of individual rights and societal needs;

apply concepts from the study of history, culture, economics and government to the un-
derstanding of the relationships among science, technology and society;

describe how people organize systems for the production, distribution and consumption
of goods and services;

demonstrate an understanding of how ideals, principles and practices of citizenship have
emerged over time and across cultures; and

describe how the study of individual development and identity contributes to the under-
standing of human behavior.

K-12 Content Standards

History

1.

Through the study of United States and world history:

Historical Thinking Students will develop historical thinking skills, including

chronological thinking and recognizing change over time;
contextualizing, comprehending and analyzing historical
literature; researching historical sources; understanding the
concept of historical causation; understanding competing
narratives and interpretation; and constructing narratives
and interpretation.
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2.

3.

4,

Local, United States
and World History

Historical Themes

Applying History

Civics and Government

o

7.

United States Constitution
and Government

Rights and Responsibilities
of Citizens

Political Systems

International Relations

Students will use historical thinking skills to develop an un-
derstanding of the major historical periods, issues and trends
in United States history, world history, and Connecticut and
local history.

Students will apply their understanding of historical peri-
ods, issues and trends to examine such historical themes as
ideals, beliefs and institutions; conflict and conflict resolu-
tion; human movement and interaction; and science and
technology in order to understand how the world came to
be the way it is.

Students will recognize the continuing importance of his-
torical thinking and historical knowledge in their own lives
and in the world in which they live.

Through the study of civics and government:

Students will apply knowledge of the U. S. Constitution,
how the U. S. system of government works and how the
rule of law and the value of liberty and equality have an
impact on individual, local, state and national decisions.

Students will demonstrate knowledge of the rights and res-
ponsibilities of citizens to participate and shape public policy,
and contribute to the maintenance of our democratic way
of life.

Students will explain that political systems emanate from
the need of humans for order, leading to compromise and
the establishment of authority.

Students will demonstrate an understanding of how the
major elements of international relations and world affairs
affect their lives and the security and well-being of their
community, state and nation.
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Geography

9. Places and Regions

10. Physical Systems

11. Human Systems
12. Human and Environ-
mental Interaction

Economics

13. Limited Resources

14. Economic Systems

15. Economic Interdependence

Through the study of geography:

Students will use spatial perspective to identify and ana-
lyze the significance of physical and cultural characteristics
of places and world regions.

Students will use spatial perspective to explain the physical
processes that shape the Earth’s surface and its ecosystems.

Students will interpret spatial patterns of human migration,
economic activities and political units in Connecticut, the
nation and the world.

Students will use geographic tools and technology to ex-
plain the interactions of humans and the larger environment,
and the evolving consequences of those interactions.

Through the study of economics:

Students will demonstrate that because human, natural and
capital resources are limited, individuals, households, busi-
nesses and governments must make choices.

Students will demonstrate that various economic systems
coexist, and that economic decisions are made by individu-
als and/or governments, influenced by markets, cultural
traditions, individuals and governments in the allocation
of goods and services.

Students will demonstrate how the exchange of goods and
services by individuals, groups and nations creates economic
interdependence and change.
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