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APPENDIX M

CONNECTICUT PUBLIC ARTS-CENTERED
AND ARTS MAGNET SCHOOLS

Editor’s Note: A discussion of the differences between arts-centered and arts magnet schools can be found in Chap-
ter 5 on pages 217 and 218. Listings provided in Appendix M were current at the time publication.

HOT Schools

Connecticut’s network of HOT (Higher Order Thinking) Schools consists of arts-centered schools that organize their
curriculums around the arts, the other academics and democracy. Although the original HOT Schools were elemen-
tary schools, the program has been gradually expanding into secondary-level schools. For further information con-
tact the Connecticut Commission on the Arts at (860) 566-4770 or see http:/ /www.ctarts.org/hot/index.htm

Elementary And Middle Schools

University of Hartford Magnet School (UHMS)
196 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105
Tel. (860) 236-2899 Fax (860) 236-2062
http://www.hartford.edu/

Grade Level: PK-4 Enrollment: 296

Participating Districts: Avon, Bloomfield, Farmington, Hartford, Simsbury, West Hartford, Wethersfield

This magnet school on the University of Hartford campus is based on the theory of muitiple intelligences developed
by Howard Gardner of Harvard University. This theory proposes that each person has the ability to develop a
variety of different kinds of “intelligences.” Gardner has identified eight distinct types of intelligence: linguistic,
logical-mathematical, spatial, musical, bodily-kinesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal and naturalistic. UHMS is
founded on the belief that each of these eight types of intelligence has importance in a child’s life. Each of the
intelligences provides an avenue for greater learning. UHMS will help students develop their basic skills by present-
ing a prekindergarten through Grade 4 curriculum that is aligned with The Connecticut Framework: K-12 Curricular
Goals and Standards.

Rotelia Interdistrict Magnet School

380 Pierpont Road, Waterbury, CT 06705-3905
Tel. (203) 574-8168 Fax (203) 574-8045

Grade Level: PK-5 Enrollment: 521

Participating Districts: Bristol, Cheshire, Monroe, Naugatuck, Newtown, Plymouth, Thomaston, Waterbury,
Watertown, Wolcott

This school includes an after-school enrichment program with emphasis on the fine arts, an interactive multimedia
program using state-of-the-art audio and video equipment, computer technology, a prekindergarten program, full-
day kindergarten, a breakfast program and special education programs highlighted by an applied behavioral analy-
sis program. The world of the arts will be infused into the curriculum in a team-oriented program recognizing each
student’s individual abilities in the realm of multiple intelligences.
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Betsy Ross Arts Middle Magnet School
185 Barnes Ave., New Haven, CT 06513
Tel. (203) 946-8974 Fax (203) 946-5824
http://[www.rossarts.org/

Grade Level: 5-8 Enrollment: 340

Participating Districts: Ansonia, Branford, Clinton, East Haven, Guilford, Hamden, Milford, New Haven, North
Branford, North Haven, Oxford, Shelton, West Haven, Wolcott, Regional School District 5

At the Betsy Ross Arts Middle Magnet School, children are taught to see, think and move in ways they never consid-
ered before. The school’s philosophy is that the skills of the artist — a creative approach to problem solving and an
ability to express oneself — are the same skills required in all academic disciplines. It is the school’s goal to help
students make the connections; understand how one art form builds on another; see how all disciplines relate to one
another; and draw on their arts experience to develop a new approach to learning. Academic instruction covers
language arts, math, social studies, science and optional foreign language. The arts program is taught by profes-
sional artists. Students work daily with practicing artists who provide instruction in visual arts, theatre, dance,
music, creative writing and photography. Each student attends classes in four or five of these areas to gain familiar-
ity with the basic art forms, chooses a specialty, and pursues in-depth study with one of the artist/teachers in twice-
weekly sessions.

Part-Day High School Programs

ACES Educational Center for the Arts

55 Audubon Street, New Haven, CT 06510

Tel. (203) 777-5451 Fax (203) 782-3596
http://www.aces.k12.ct.us/programs/arts/eca/eca.asp
Grade Level: 9-12 Enrollment: 237

Participating Districts: Branford, Cheshire, East Haven, Fairfield, Guilford, Hamden, Madison, Meriden, Milford,
New Haven, Newtown, North Haven, Oxford, Seymour, Shelton, Stratford, Wallingford, West Haven, Wolcott, Re-
gional School Districts 5, 9 and 15

The Educational Center for the Arts offers programs in dance, instrumental and vocal music, poetry/prose, theatre
and visual arts. The curriculum is designed to develop student talent by placing students in courses or projects
where they work as an artist with a professional artist/teacher to achieve a balance in developing technical skills,
imagination and critical thinking skills. Students attend half time.

Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts
15 Vernon Street, Hartford, CT 06106
Tel. (860) 757-6300 Fax (860) 757-6382
http://www.crec.org/academy/

Grade Level: 9-12 Enrollment: 331

Participating Districts: Avon, Bloomfield, Bolton, Bristol, Colchester, Coventry, Cromwell, East Granby, East Hamp-
ton, East Hartford, East Windsor, Ellington, Enfield, Farmington, Glastonbury, Granby, Hartford, Litchfield, Manches-
ter, Meriden, Middletown, New Britain, Newington, Rocky Hill, Simsbury, South Windsor, Southington, Suffield,
Tolland, Torrington, Vernon, West Hartford, Wethersfield, Winchester, Windsor, Windsor Locks, Woodstock, Re-
gional School Districts 4, 6, 7, 8, 13, 17 and 19

The Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts offers basic and advanced study in seven arts areas — music, theatre,
dance, visual arts, film and television, theatre production and design, and creative writing. The educational goals of
the program are to develop talent in high school students, thereby developing their self-confidence and self-esteem;
to enhance understanding of and appreciation for cultural diversity; to foster flexible ways of thinking; to engage the
imagination; and to expose students to performances by professional artists. Students attend half time.
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Regional Center for the Arts (RCA)

510 Barnum Avenue, 3rd Floor, Bridgeport, CT 06608

Tel. (203) 368-6006 Fax (203) 365-8846
http://www.ces.k12.ct.us/new/magnetschools/regional/rca/index.htm
Grade Level: 9-12 Enrollment: 170

Participating Districts: Bridgeport, Fairfield, Monroe, Stratford, Trumbull and other Fairfield County towns

The Regional Center for the Arts is a performing arts magnet high school serving students in Grades 9-12. RCA’s
student body reflects the racial, ethnic and socioeconomic diversity of the greater Bridgeport region. Students attend
their local public high schools in the morning and attend RCA Monday through Thursday from 1:45 to 4:30 p.m.
Elective high school credits, which may be applied toward graduation requirements at the discretion of the sending
school district, are earned at the school through the study of dance, theater, musical theater, film/video production,
and some creative script writing. Through these departments the courses provide a broad understanding of the
history and criticism of the arts through interdisciplinary study. RCA’s performing arts training program is designed
to prepare students to pursue professional careers and postsecondary studies. The curriculum is professionally ori-
ented, highly structured and academically rigorous. Commitment to serious study is expected of all students.

Full-Day High School

Cooperative Arts and Humanities High School

444 Orange Street, New Haven, CT 06511

Tel. (203) 946-5923 Fax (203) 946-5926

e-mail: coophs@juno.com
http://www.aces.k12.ct.us/programs/arts/coop/index.asp
Grade Level: 9-12 Enrollment: 400

Participating Districts: Ansonia, Branford, Cheshire, Clinton, East Haven, Guilford, Hamden, Madison, Milford,
New Haven, North Branford, North Haven, Shelton, Wallingford, West Haven, Wolcott, Regional School District 5

The school’s mission is to offer a quality arts-focused curriculum within the context of a comprehensive college
preparatory program. The Co-op is Connecticut’s only full-time arts and academic high school, offering courses in
theatre, dance, music, visual arts and creative writing, along with regular high school academic subjects. Interdisci-
plinary projects and partnerships with Yale University, Southern Connecticut State University and local arts and
community organizations are an integral part of the school’s program.

National Sources For Further Information

Magnet Schools of America
P.O. Box 8152

The Woodlands, TX 77387
(800) 462-5526

e-mail: director@magnet.edu

International NETWORK of Performing and Visual Arts Schools
5505 Connecticut Ave., NW #280

Washington, DC 20015

Phone: (202) 966-2216

Fax: (202) 966-2283

http:/ /artsschoolsnetwork.org/
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