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Listening to Families:
A Family Literacy Outreach Project

upported by a generous grant from the William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund, Connecticut’s Family Literacy
Initiative is interviewing families in order to develop messages and materials that will make a meaningful difference in
increasing family literacy in their lives. So far the Initiative has conducted personal interviews with almost 1000
Connecticut parents, 450 of whom were from low wage, urban families. Surveys were designed to identify the most
effective messages and messengers for encouraging greater parent involvement in learning activities. This information, along

Family Literacy Training
Opportunities Ongoing

Connecticut's Family Literacy Initiative continues its focus
on quality professional development for those who work
with families:

* Family Literacy Institute - Over 100 professionals
have been trained since September in the new three-da
interdisciplinary, research-based curriculum. This institute
builds on family empowerment principles and exam-
ines the latest research and practice in family literacy.
Feedback has been tremendous. One participant said,
"Excellent resources. Great experience. This is exactl
what | needed for my own professional development".

* The Initiative recently brought Raising Readers
Parents Clubs to the state. Two cohorts of facilitator
have been trained to conduct interactive, fun, hands-on
book clubs for parents who have never found reading
enjoyable. This program is especially effective with teen
parents. Another facilitator training is in the works.

* The Initiative is convening a study group on Advanced
Topics in Family Literacy this spring. A small group of
professionals will meet over four sessions to explore chal-
lenging issues in family literacy using Denny Taylor's book
Many Families, Many Literacies.

For more information: Harriet Feldlaufer; State Department of Education,
Bureau of School-Family-Community Partnerships, (860) 713-6579,
sde.partnership@po.state.ct.us.

with interviews of program providers and policy leaders, will be used to
develop training and outreach tools to be pilot tested this fall in Hartford,
Bridgeport, New Haven, Stamford and New London. The Family
Literacy Initiative is pleased to be working on this exciting project with
the Commissioner s Initiative on Closing the Achievement Gap, the CT
Early Childhood Alliance and CT Voices for Children.

Preliminarg Finclings:

» Overall there is broad-based recognition by parents about

the importance of parental involvement in a

child’s education, and broad support for family
learning activities.

* Virtually all parents of younger children,
regardless of income, say that parental
involvement in a child’s education, and par-

ents frequently reading to their children are
"very important" to helping families succeed.

» Lower income parents are more likely than

Connecticut parents as a whole to think that

adult education in job training and life skills,

= English as a second language education for par-

ents, and opportunities for all children to go to preschool

programs before they start kindergarten, are "very important"
in helping families succeed.

There is near unanimous support for the view that
when parents are actively involved in their children’s education, children
are more likely to do well in school.

» Lower income parents are more likely than parents in general to say
that most parents want to be actively involved in their children’s educa-

tion, and that some parents who want to be actively involved lack the skills to do so.

* When asked about credible family learning messengers, parents said teachers, childcare providers, librarians, and school
administrators are all "very believable." Lower income parents are more likely than others to see religious leaders as "very believ-

able", slightly more likely to mention librarians .

For more information: Judy Carson, State Department of Education, Bureau of School-Family-Community Partnerships, (860) 713-6576, sde.partnership@po.state.ct.us.

: The Family is the Center of Learning :




Family Literacy in Connecticut:

A COl’l‘.ll’l'lul’litl_] SC del)OOk Family Literacy is not for schools alone. Here are just a few of the many

important community contributions to family literacy in Connecticut:
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Institute in collaboration with the
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For more information and ideas about family literacy go to www.state.ct.us/sde/dsi/sfcp/index.htm.



