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The State Board of Education defines sdool-family-community partnerships as
the continuous planning, syport and participation of sdool pe sonnd, families
and community organizations in coordinated activities and efforts at home, in the
school and in the community that directly and positively affect the swccess ofall
children's learning. Each partner is viewed as anequally contri buting member,
maintaining a certain independence \ile acknowledgng shared respondiility.

To succeed the partnership must be flexible and based upon mutual trust and
respect. Schools must take the lead in developing and sustining effective
partnerships.

The Connecicut State Baard of Eucaton recagnizes hat eduaton is a shared
responsibiliy throughout a studerg entire educationalcarer. Schools, &milies and

communitiesall contribute to student success, and tbst lbesults come vén all three
work together. A comprelensive, well-planed partrership betveenfamily, schoolard

communit results in higer student ehievement.

Research finding indicate school-&mily-communiy partnerships esult in specific
benefits for studentsafilies and schools.Students inschoolswherethereis a strorg
component of famyl involvement peiorm better thn those in schoolsvith less
involvement. They have higher grades and test sces, bette attendane, highe rates of
homework completion anaiver placements in special edation, and thgstay in sclool
longer. In fact, the most amurate pedictor d a studer$ ahievement in school is not
income or social status, but thetent to which the studeatfamily is involved in hisor
her education Families also bedfit; they developa greaterunderstandig of their role in
their childrers edwation, a seres of dfectiveness, strager social ties anda desireto
continue their own ediation. Schools and communities benefil.eacters rgort that
thar work beomes essier if they recave hdp from families, and families who are more
involved have more positive viewd teachers. Increasedinvolvementalso resultsin
families feelig more avnership of thei school andeing more willing to supportschool
and coommuniy initiatives.

An effective partnership offs a woad array of opportunitiesfor schools, families and
communitiesto interact. Not all school-famiy-communiy partnerships look the same.
Successfulparnerships exhibit as nuch varety as he lbca condtions hat creae them
Partnershps work best when tey recanize and acommodat differences anong
families, @mmunities and altures.



The StateBoard of Education reognizes that schools must take the lead inetigying and
sustainingeffective partnerships. In order to encouage comprehensiveschool-famiy-
communiy partneships, the Bard iecommends that schools @mp programsrelatedto
the followingsix standards:

1. parentirg — promoteand suppd parentimg skills and the dmily’s primay role in
encourging childreris learning ateach age andgrade evel;

2. communicating- promoteclea two-way communication beteen the schoand
families about school programasd childrefs prayress;

3. volunteering— provide appopriate taining andinvolve families in instructional
and support @as both in and out of the school;

4. learnirg at home— involve families in learnig activities at home, including
interactive homevork and other arriculum-linked or erichment adivities;

5. decision making- provide opportunities foall familiesto developandstrengtlen
their leadeship role in school decisions; and

6. collaboratig with the communiy — provice coordireted acess to communjt
resource for children and families, and seve as aresour@ to thecommunity.

Each membeof the schooldmily-communiy partnership plays a uniqueandimportant
role in contributingto suaessfor all students. Effective stratgies for each m@rtner,
derived fromcurrent resegch, ae desdbed below.

A Role for Schools

Evely school can developffective straggies to involve all familiesn the educationof

their children. The State Baa of Edwcation believes that lat schools andschool

districts should engage in specific actions to develop and sustain styopertnership
programs: identify district-level goals fa school-Bmily-community patnerships;
develop strudures for systematicaly and ©mprénensivéy implementing the six

standards of schod&mily-community partnerships; provide training and suppdor

teaches, administrators, oher séff members and peens in the areasof goals, prectices

and process of patnership; monitor prgress to lemn which pactices helpschools
producethe kest results for students, ggats, teahers, the chool and communyt make

school facilities availablefor communiy and #mily activities; and contactocal

businessesgenciesand communit organizations to develop collabations that support
school and district@als and prgrams.



A Rolefor Fanilies

Families @an mé&ke critical contributions tostudent achievement by providing a home
environment conducive to lifelgriearnirg. Families can tak advantage of oppatunities
offered by the school to become involved in activities redato the sixstandards of
school-famiy-community partnerships. Families canalso let the school know how the
would like to contribute Families @n use and contributeto community resources and
help connect other families to the school anchmunit.

A Rolefor Communitis

Service oganiztions and agenciesgligious groups, businesses amdlividuals can
developnetworks forcommunicatig with schools andamilies about information and
services that supporarhily involvement in childen's eduation. Community agencies
can collabomte to provide integratedfamily support srvices that build upon esting
communiy resoucesand linkayes with public schools.Communiy memberscan save
as volunteers,role models and mentors, providgnmore individualied attention for
students and demonstrating both childen and stdf membersthat otheas in their
communiyy support edud&n. Businessescan sponsor school-family-comunity
patneship ativities and encourage thar employees to ply an active role in educdion.

State Department of Edaiton Leadership

The StateBoard of Edwcation believes that the StaBEepatment of Eduation must
provide leadeship in developiy and promotig compehensive school-faily-
communily partnershipprograms and activities thad contributeto sucess forall students.
The Depatments leadeship role includes supportinthe standrds fa comprelensive
school-famiy-communitypartnershipsdescribed above; promotjlinkages amoig state
and local-leel partnes; and collectig and disseminatm information about cuent
reseach and lest pratice.



