Below is a list of some Connecticut
Grown products that are served in
Connecticut’s schools:

# Apples # Peaches

# Asparagus # Pears

# Blueberries # Plums

# Cider # Potatoes

# Eggs # Pumpkins

# Green Beans # Assorted Vegetables

The Connecticut Department of Agricul-
ture and Connecticut State Department
of Education continue to seek expan-
sion of the Farm to School Program.
For more information, interested
farmers, schools, organizations, and
community members are asked to
please contact the following state agen-
cy staff:

Department of Agriculture

Jane Slupecki at 860-713-2588
jane.slupecki@ct.gov

Department of Education

Teri Dandeneau at 860-807-2079
teri.dandeneau(@ct.gov

Connecticut’s
Farm to School Program
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CT Grown for CT Kids Week

Schools Celebrate
Connecticut Agriculture,

October 16- 22, 2011

Across Connecticut, school meals

programs now offer many healthier,
fresh foods. Where possible,
schools purchase fruits and vegeta-
bles that are grown close by, in
local or nearby communities, on
Connecticut farms.

Connecticut Grown for Connecticut

Kids Week is a statewide celebra-
tion that brings school children
together with Connecticut farms,
farmers, and Connecticut
agriculture. Connecticut’s Farm to
School Program is a coordinated
initiative of the State Department of
Agriculture (DoAG) and the State
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€ucators recognize the
farm as a valuable learning laboratory for
children. The Farm to School Program
and annual celebration presents an oppor-
tunity to develop students’ awareness of
the important links between their food
choices and systems of agriculture. Some
local school wellness policies are giving
directive toward buying more locally
grown foods.

State Agriculture staff encourages farmers
to plant the crops that school meals pro-
grams can store, prepare, and serve to
children of varying ages. DoAG works
continuously to create links between lo-
cal farms and interested local school dis-
tricts. Schools offer an expanded new
market to farmers, and strengthen the
viability of small local farms as a valua-
ble resource in Connecticut communities.

As Agriculture staff works with Connecti-
cut farmers, State Education staff encour-
ages school personnel to buy
Connecticut Grown foods. SDE
provides training and guidance in the
farm to school effort. The Farm to
School Program is a frequent focus of
positive local media coverage in many
towns, and is a topic routinely addressed
at annual foodservice conferences and
academies.

There is good news for Connecticut
farmers and school children. Local
efforts are growing! The demand for
more fresh local produce,
and the Farm to School
initiative, has triggered
positive changes for
Connecticut farmers. To
respond to increased
demand, some farmers are
planting more acreage
with school-specific prod-
ucts. Some other Connecticut farmers
are constructing greenhouses with the
goal of extending Connecticut’s grow-
ing season further into the autumn
months.

The Farm to School Program, and
agricultural learning, is also supported
by various community groups. These
groups offer important resources for
schools.

Community groups that work to promote

Connecticut farms and agricultural learning
include:

1 Connecticut Agriculture Education
Foundation

Connecticut Farm Bureau
Connecticut Food Policy Council

School Nutrition Association of
Connecticut

1 UCONN Cooperative Extension,
Expanded Food and Nutrition Program

Resources are available to
help schools celebrate
Connecticut Grown for
Connecticut Kids Week. To
learn more, please contact
the director of your local
school nutrition program.

Other resources may be found at the
following websites:

WWW.CTAEF.ORG
WWW.CFBA.ORG
WWW.AGCLASSROOM.ORG
WWW.FARMTOSCHOOL.ORG
WWW.TEAMNUTRITION.USDA.GOV
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http://www.ctaef.org/
http://www.cfba.org/
http://www.agclassroom.org/
http://www.farmtoschool.org/
http://www.teamnutrition.usda.gov/

