GRADE FIVE – CONTENT STANDARD #3

ACTIVITY H

BALL PARK ESTIMATION
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Ball Park Problems:





Michael purchased 5 CDs ranging in price from






$13.00 to $17.00.  Which could be the amount






of money he spent on the CDs altogether?






$53.00






$34.00






$28.00






$72.00  *

Extension:  Write similar estimation problems for your classmates to solve.

Teaching suggestions:  To give students a better conceptual understanding of the problem, use a baseball park to describe the possible range of answers.
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     $65




$13



        X






$17



        5





$85

Use the factor that remains the same as home plate (in this example, 5 CDs).  Use the third base line as the lowest price factor (in this example, $13), use the first base line as the highest price factor (in this example, $17).  Ask students the lowest possible product (in this example, $65) and place that at the left field foul line.  Ask students in the highest possible product (in this example, $85) and place that at the right field foul line.

[Source: Connecticut Mastery Test Third Generation Mathematics Handbook, Connecticut State Board of Education-2000]
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