GRADE EIGHT – CONTENT STANDARD #7

ACTIVITY B

THE CLUCKY WINNER

Laura and Alex actually like each other, but you’d never know it by watching them together.  They argue about everything.

Recently, Laura and Alex were talking about their brothers and sisters.  They noticed that their families are reversed – Laura has three brothers and Alex has three sisters.  Alex stated that the odds were that most families with four children would have two boys and two girls.  Laura disagreed, of course.  She claimed that there was a better chance of three children of one sex and one of the other.
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Over lunch, the debate grew hotter and hotter, finally resulting in a bet.  Laura and Alex declared that the loser of the bet would have to stand up on a chair and cluck like a chicken during lunch.  They went to see their favorite teacher, Ms. Spaulding, hoping that she would know the answer.  She suggested that they draw a diagram to figure it out.

Laura and Alex both solved the problem later that day.  One of them was the lucky winner, and the other was the “clucky” winner.  Who was right?

[From REAL-LIFE MATH PROBLEM SOLVING. Scholastic Inc. http://www.scholastic.com] 
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