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The Smarter Balanced Assessment
System

The summative components include adaptive
tests (CAT) and performance tasks (PT).

The interim components are administered on a
computer using the same test delivery software
as the summative assessments. [tfems are nof
adaptive and include a PT.
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What is a CAT?

CAT = Computer Adaptive Test

During the test, the difficulty of questions
changes based on student responses.

An adaptive test provides more precise
InNformation about student achievement than
a paper-pencil test in which all students see
the same set of questions.

The interim assessments are currently nof
adaptive.
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What is a PT?

PT = Performance Task

Challenge students to apply their knowledge and skills
to respond to complex real-world problems

Collections of questions and activities that are
coherently connected to a single theme or scenario

Measure capacities such as depth of understanding,
writing and research skills, and complex analysis,
which cannot be adequately assessed with fraditional
assessment questions
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Overview of the
Smarter Balanced
Interim Assessments




Interim Assessment ltems

 The items and performance tasks were

developed simultaneously with the summative
assessment items

e The items and tasks assess the same content
and skills as the summative assessment

* Non-secure/non public
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Two Types of Interim Assessments

Smarter Balanced Interim
Assessments

Interim Comprehensive Interim Assessment
Assessment Blocks
(1AB)
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How are the IAB and ICA Similar?

Available at Grades 3-8 and High School

Administered at teacher’s discretion, including using
off grade-level

Same item types as the summative assessment
Currently not computer adaptive
Scoring:

— Many items are machine scored

— Some constructed-response (open-ended) items
are hand scored by teachers

o Hand scoring materials are available to
support scoring; training is required
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How are the IAB and ICA Different?

Interim Compreagr:)lve Assessments Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB)

Same design (blueprint) as
summative

One ICA per grade level
and content area

Must complete both on-
ine items and PT

One ICA per grade and
PT fo receive a score

Yield overall scale scores,
achievement levels and
claim-level information

Short, focused sets of
items grouped by similar
content

Between 4-7 |ABs currently
available per content
areq

6 -18 items per block

Yield overall information
for each block
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How the Interim Assessments
May Be Used

Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA)

Midyear: A 6th grade teacher has collected formative
InNformation that indicate that her students have
learned a substantial portion of the é6th grade content
standards. The teacher administers an interim
assessment to provide additional data about the
stfudents’ progress.

Cauvution: The ICAs are the equivalent of administering the full
summative assessment
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How the Interim Assessments
May Be Used

Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB)

A teacher recently changed his instruction to
emphasize reading informational text. The teacher
administers a Read Informational Texts IAB o augment
his formative information regarding the degree to
which students learned the skills he emphasized.
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Benefits

. Grade flexibility

— available for students in Grades 3 through high
school

— tests from any grade can be used, depending on
purpose

» Educator Professional Development

— By engaging in hand scoring and analyzing the
results of performance-based student
assessments, teachers have the opportunity to
learn more about the standards, their students,
and their tfeaching practice.
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New Iltem Analysis Feature

* An item analysis feature for the interim assessments
Is anficipated in October 2015.

* This feature will be part of
— a student’s Interim Individual Student Report
— a class report

 This feature will include

— list of |IABs the student has tfaken and the score
breakdown for each block

— number of points earned compared to the total
possible points
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Current Limitations

There is currently an overlap of items in the ICA
and |ABs for each content areo

Limited release of |ABs during year one
Not adaptive

Both the |IABs and ICA share the same PT for
each grade and contfent area

Student responses to hand scored items are
only available during the scoring process
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Future Enhancements

The inferim item pool will be increased using items
from the 2015 embedded field test to reduce
overlap

Future field testing will allow for a larger pool of
items to support adapftive testing

Secure viewing system being developed to allow
teachers to view/refrieve student responses after
scoring

The Online Reporting System will provide
suggested links to Digital Library
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Scoring Considerations

ICA: To generate a score, both the on line items
and PT portions must be completed and all
hand scoring submitted using the Teacher Hand
Scoring System (THSS)

IAB: To generate a score, all items within a block
must be completed and all hand scoring, if
applicable, must be completed

* Teachers must be frained prior o hand scoring
responses, similar to the training required to
score summative assessment items
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Before Interim Assessments are
administered...

Educators should have clarity regarding
the purpose of the assessment and the
uses of the assessment data before
committing to the use of the assessments.
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And...

Although the items are not released to
the public, the interim assessment items
are not secure.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Before Administering
Interim Assessments




Considerations

» Provide teachers with fraining on
Implementing assessments, interpreting
results and using data effectively

 Instructional supports, such as Digital Library,
materials, and further professional
development to provide continued support
to teachers
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CT Assessment Portal

http://CT.portal.airast.org

Home Get Started v Resources v FAQs Supported Browsers Register for email updates | Manage Settings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDU
COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM PORTAL

Welcome!
!; Recent Announcements
Students & Welcome to the Connecticut
v. | F ili + Online Reporting System Training Webinar Comprehensive Assessment Program
i Eli=s ) o Portal. This site provides access to
The Connecticut State Department of Education in resources for the Smarter Balanced
collaboration with the American Institutes for Research Assessments in Mathematics and
(AIR) will provide an Online Reporting System (ORS) Eﬁ':'isggl_;pguage A:s,-"Literaq.r, g
— cience Assessments, an
=° Smarter Balanced training on Monday, September 21, 2015 from 3 - 4 B ey yabbate
[ 5 Assessment p.m. This webinar will provide a demonstration of the

ORS to access 2015 Smarter Balanced test results. This

webinar is available to all Connecticut educators. Register

A CMT/CAPT for the we_blnar by _Septem.bgr 2:?. After _reglsterlng!_. _a _
Science confirmation e-mail containing information about joining

the webinar will be sent. Important Dates

P ntambar 16 20715
Added Septembe g5, 2075

Connecticut * Please be aware of the upcoming scheduled down- _ :
Alternate times. The listed systems will be unavailable during the Secure Browsers
Assessment following periods:
September 19 - 20, 2015 - Practice and training tests _ .
Practice & Training
September 25 — October 5, 2015 - TIDE
Technology Tests
Resources October 3 - 16, 2015 - Online Reporting System
Added September 11, 2075
)
# Linux Secure Browsers are now available for download on Contact Us
the secure browsers page. W

* The secure browsers for online testing in the 2015-2016 E CSDE Student

school year are now available for download. Please visit

Assessment News

the secure browsers page and read the Secure Browser

lomrtmllntime Bdmmaan I fruw mmmern imformaatinem Tha cncomen
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http://ct.portal.airast.org/
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Assessment Viewing Application (AVA)

« Requires a TIDE username/password

« Allows users to view and interact with the interim
assessments without starting a test session

« Suggested uses:

— A teacher may display the intferim assessment in a
classroom setting after students completed a test.
The teacher can facilitate a discussion about the

Ifems and solutions.

— District personnel responsible for PD may review
the inferim assessments to become familiar with
the content that is assessed, partficularly on each
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ssessment Viewing Application (AV

Resources v FAQs Supported Browsers Register for email updates | Manage Settings

Home Usersvy

CoONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM PORTAL

Welcome, Test Administrators and Teachers!

System is Not Curre

Teacher Hand
Scoring System

thy Open

This site provides resources for administering the Smarter
Balanced Assessments for Mathematics and English
. . - —

Language Arts/Literacy.
ot Currently Open

= w!/ Announcements
TA Practice & Test Administration
Training Site Certification * The Online Reporting System (ORS) is currently offline

for System Enhancements related to the 2014-2015

School Year.

TIDE

If you have any questions, please contact the
Connecticut Help Desk at 1-844-202-7583 or
cthelpdesk®@air.arg

. Added July 23, 2015
System is Not Currently Open
* 2015 Smarter Balanced Assessment Surveys
Test Administration Online Reporting ) o
System The Connecticut State Department of Education is

a a a collecting feedback from district staff involved in the

administration of the 2015 Smarter Balanced

Digital Library

_J
iy
Assessment

Viewing Applicati

Assessment. Three unique surveys are available to
District Test Administrators, Test

Administrators /Teachers and Technology Coordinators,
This information will be used to help us prepare and
improve the assessments next year. We encourage you
to take a few moments to complete the survey and
share with appropriate colleagues. Thank you in

rim Assessment

isroom Activities advance for your feedback.

Added Augusr 20. 2015

®* This is a reminder that the Smarter Balanced summative
test window closes tomorrow, june 12, 2015. All
summative tests (CAT and Performance Tasks) will be
inaccessible until next year’s administration.

|
A

Added june 11, 2015

AS Sess ment * The Assessment Viewing Application (AVA) Is now
. - - . available for teachers and administrators. AVA allows
VIEWI n g Appl IC&tI Oa teachers to view items from the Smarter Balanced
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https://neac.sso.airast.org/auth/SSORedirect/metaAlias/neac/idp?SAMLRequest=fZHNboMwEIRfBfkefkMCFiAZTCSkNolClEMvyCJuYwls6jVt%2bvalRG3TS6%2bz8%2b3u7CbA%2bm7AZDQXeeCvIwdjXftOAp4LKRq1xIqBACxZzwGbFtfk8QH7tosHrYxqVYfukP8JBsC1EUoiq6Ipqv2wzIs8iPKydOl6Vboejf042OQ0Cr3YXXl0HcWERgGyTlzDBKZo6jPRACOvJBgmzSS5Xrhwo4W/Ovoedn0crp%2b%2bPPtpnnjjKXpmHXBkbZRu%2bZz1R6JTYiGZmVtfjBkAO47krLUBlM2EZmBspV/wchk4bEKdut4d%2bFlo3hqn54aRTjCYEUecB2SR74yFkjD2XFfyzK8pclGWfF0Iz7vrrN4325IUTXFsyIk0%2b8OOJs69Ibn9ZjtdsaJ71Yn2wyJdp94LzZn5TeVkN%2b7vG7NP
https://neac.sso.airast.org/auth/SSORedirect/metaAlias/neac/idp?SAMLRequest=fZHNboMwEIRfBfkefkMCFiAZTCSkNolClEMvyCJuYwls6jVt%2bvalRG3TS6%2bz8%2b3u7CbA%2bm7AZDQXeeCvIwdjXftOAp4LKRq1xIqBACxZzwGbFtfk8QH7tosHrYxqVYfukP8JBsC1EUoiq6Ipqv2wzIs8iPKydOl6Vboejf042OQ0Cr3YXXl0HcWERgGyTlzDBKZo6jPRACOvJBgmzSS5Xrhwo4W/Ovoedn0crp%2b%2bPPtpnnjjKXpmHXBkbZRu%2bZz1R6JTYiGZmVtfjBkAO47krLUBlM2EZmBspV/wchk4bEKdut4d%2bFlo3hqn54aRTjCYEUecB2SR74yFkjD2XFfyzK8pclGWfF0Iz7vrrN4325IUTXFsyIk0%2b8OOJs69Ibn9ZjtdsaJ71Yn2wyJdp94LzZn5TeVkN%2b7vG7NP
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Scoring

Specific item types are machine scored

Short-text and full-write items will be hand scored
locally (school/classroom)using scoring rubrics and
training materials

Scoring of non-machine scored items is a local
responsibility

— ICAs and some IABs have items that are not
machine-scored

Scoring of tests

— Same scoring rules as summative tests
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Interim Assessment Hand Scoring

« Educators use Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS)
to assign scores 1o hand scored items

— Rubrics and training materials are provided
within the system
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eacher Hand Scoring System

Home Usersv Resources v FAQs Supported Browsers Register for email updates | Manage Settings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM PORTAL

Welcome, District Administrators!

This site provides resources for administering the Smarter
Balanced Assessments for Mathematics and English

I e — 'I Language Arts/Literacy.
“ — *l

System is Not Currently Open
’ s \!a Announcements

System is Not Curres

Test Administration

Certification * The Online Reporting System (ORS) is currently offline
2 for System Enhancements related to the 2014-2015
School Year.

System is Not {._,.-r,-ﬁ.mo_.fy Qpen If you have any questions, please contact the
Connecticut Help Desk at 1-844-202-7583 or
cthelpdesk@air.arg

Teacher Ha
Scoring Sys!

Teacher Hand
Scoring System

TIDE Online Reporting

System The Connecticut State Department of Education is
ﬂl [ ﬁl ] collecting feedback from district staff involved in the
e

. Added July 23. 2015

* 2015 Smarter Balanced Assessment Surveys

administration of the 2015 Smarter Balanced
Assessment. Three unique surveys are available to
District Test Administrators, Test

Administrators/ Teachers and Technology Coordinators.
This information will be used to help us prepare and
improve the assessments next year. We encourage you

to take a few moments to complete the survey and
Digital Library District Administrator Interim Assessment share with appropriate colleagues. Thank you in
Resources Classroom Activities

a advance for your feedback.

Added August 20. 2015

® This is a reminder that the Smarter Balanced summative
test window closes tomorrow, June 12, 2015. All
summative tests (CAT and Performance Tasks) will be
inaccessible until next year’s administration.

Added June T1, 2015

Assessment * The summative assessments are now live and available
Viewing Applica[ioa for administration. Please use the following step-by-
step guide to help you successfully administer a test
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Score Reporting
Interim Comprehensive Assessments Interim Assessment Blocks

ICA reporting |AB reporting
* s the same as the summative
assessment * is by student, grade, school,
* is by student, grade, school, district
district
* indicates achievementlevel ¢ can be broken down by
for mathematics and English target at an aggregafte level
language arts(ELA) (dependent on N count)
* provides an overall score for
math and ELA « provides one classification per
* designates one classification block: “Below Standard,”
per claim in both math and “At/Near Standard,” and
ELA: “Below Standard,” “Above Standard”
“At/Near Standard,” and

| “Above Standard”
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Online Reporting

System (ORS

Register for email updates | Manage Settings

Browsers

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM PORTAL

Welcome, District Administrators!

Teacher Hand
Scoring System

TA Practice &
Training Site

This site provides resources for administering the Smarter
Balanced Assessments for Mathematics and English
e Language Arts/Literacy.
“I = ﬂl

System is Not Currentfy(

ants
Test Administrat
Certification rting System (ORS) is currently offline

1cements related to the 2014-2015

System is Not Currently Cpen

|uestions, please contact the
» Desk at 1-844-202-7583 or
wg

Online Reporting
System

lanced Assessment Surveys

State Department of Education is
ick from district staff involved in the

administration of the 2015 Smarter Balanced

TIDE Test Administration
System
a ]
- il‘
Digital Library District Administrator Interim Assessment
a Resources Classroom Activities

Assessment. Three unique surveys are available to
District Test Administrators, Test
Administrators / Teachers and Technology Coordinators.
This information will be used to help us prepare and
improve the assessments next year. We encourage you
to take a few moments to complete the survey and
share with appropriate colleagues. Thank you in
adwvance for your feedback.

Assessment

Viewing Applicatioa

Added August 20, 2015

* This is a reminder that the Smarter Balanced summative
test window closes tomorrow, jJune 12, 2015. All
summative tests (CAT and Performance Tasks) will be
inaccessible until next year’s administration.
Added June T1. 2015

® The summative assessments are now live and available
for administration. Please use the following step-by-
step gunde o help you successfully admlmster a test

s oeoee . "
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https://neac.sso.airast.org/auth/SSORedirect/metaAlias/neac/idp?SAMLRequest=fZJNb%2bIwEIb/SuQ7cb4awAKkEECLxJYoTnvoBXnDLFhK7KzH6bb/viZ0F3qpZF/G88y883pmKNqmY1lvz6qEPz2g9d7aRiEbHuakN4ppgRKZEi0gszXj2c8di/yAdUZbXeuG3CHfEwIRjJVaEW%2b7mhMepfkkmsbjhzhNgmC8mYZ5Ms024TRJ18tJHi/XkzRZRllEvGcw6MA5cXUcjdjDVqEVyrpQED6MgskoSqsoZKE78cslp3D95CvMyW/RIBBvo00Nw6z/Qys3sVTCDqXP1nbIKFUgah9R%2b0IagdbX5sSSJKbCoZTzfQlHaaC2tAUrskYKHBAqjx3xik9XllIdpTp9b8ivaxKyH1VVjIo9r4iX/TMp1wr7FgwH8ypreCp3N4m19Q102li8E0nzHb/cnT5J5Qvs3shidvkVNvhlFrw4PK6z/JBXh33JD0W5X83ofcLsug%2bPTuh2VehG1u9e1jT6b25A2JuTdHHlvq7O4gM%3d
https://neac.sso.airast.org/auth/SSORedirect/metaAlias/neac/idp?SAMLRequest=fZJNb%2bIwEIb/SuQ7cb4awAKkEECLxJYoTnvoBXnDLFhK7KzH6bb/viZ0F3qpZF/G88y883pmKNqmY1lvz6qEPz2g9d7aRiEbHuakN4ppgRKZEi0gszXj2c8di/yAdUZbXeuG3CHfEwIRjJVaEW%2b7mhMepfkkmsbjhzhNgmC8mYZ5Ms024TRJ18tJHi/XkzRZRllEvGcw6MA5cXUcjdjDVqEVyrpQED6MgskoSqsoZKE78cslp3D95CvMyW/RIBBvo00Nw6z/Qys3sVTCDqXP1nbIKFUgah9R%2b0IagdbX5sSSJKbCoZTzfQlHaaC2tAUrskYKHBAqjx3xik9XllIdpTp9b8ivaxKyH1VVjIo9r4iX/TMp1wr7FgwH8ypreCp3N4m19Q102li8E0nzHb/cnT5J5Qvs3shidvkVNvhlFrw4PK6z/JBXh33JD0W5X83ofcLsug%2bPTuh2VehG1u9e1jT6b25A2JuTdHHlvq7O4gM%3d

Timeline

In Early October

e Test

e Test

nformation Distribution Engine (TIDE)

Delivery System (TDS) for Interim only

« Assessment Viewing Application (AVA)

» Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS)

* Online Reporting System (ORS) for Interim
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Interim Assessments

Smarter
Bala

Assessment

ABOUT SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS K-12 EDUCATION HIGHER EDUCATION

Interim Assessments

The Smarter Balanced interim assessments allow teachers to
check student progress throughout the year, giving them
actionable information to inform instruction and help students
meet the challenge of college- and career-ready standards.

The interim assessments are one of the three major components of the Smarter Balanced Assessment
System—along with the end-of-year summative assessments in English language arts/literacy and mathematics
and a Digital Library of formative assessment tools and practices that supports classroom instruction

Teachers can use the interim assessments throughout the year to gauge student progress toward mastery of the
skills measured by the summative assessment and to assess targeted concepts at strategic points during the
school year.

Key Features

= Grades 3-8 and high school are supported. At the high school level, the assessmenis are consistent with the
grade 11 summative design and may be administered in grades 9, 10, 11, and/or 12

« There are two options for the intenm assessments:

= Interim Comprehensive Assessments use the same blueprint as the summative assessments, assess
the same range of standards, and provide scores on the same scale

= Interim Assessment Blocks focus on smaller sets of related concepts and provide more detailed
information for instructional purposes. There are between five and seventeen blocks per subject per grade

= Test questions are not secure, and there are no restrictions on the number of times that teachers or students
may access assessments

PARENTS & STUDENTS

Home = ContactUs = Member States Login

Stay Connected ).'|1 What are you looking for? m

RESOURCES & EVENTS

SCHOOL YEARS

See what's happening and when with
Smarter Balanced. See School Years ¥

FAST FACTS

2014-15

... will be the first school year of full
implementation of the new assessments

M TWITTER

has improved student
achievement & teacher development according
to this NV educator via

was developed by
. Learn more:
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Professional Development Opportunities

The What, the How, and the Why of
Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments

To reqister visit:
www.CTCoreStandards.org

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



http://www.ctcorestandards.org/

Focus of the Workshop

Purposes and uses for the Interim Comprehensive
Assessments and the Interim Assessment Blocks for
English language arts/literacy and mathematics

Scoring student responses using the hand-scoring
training materials

Using student scores and responses to support
instruction

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




Learn More

« Connecticut State Department of Education
Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal
hitp://ct.portal.qairast.org

o Student Assessment Newsletter
www.sde.ct.gov/sde/SAN

« Student Assessment Web page
www.ct.gov/sde/Student Assessment

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



http://ct.portal.airast.org/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&q=335452
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726

Stay Connected

Sign up for Smarter News T Mrombe St b
SmarterBalanced.org/stay-connected e :

Smarter News

Brrems M vetesions 3 oo B W -

MEW INFUANA TION
POSTED TO THE
SNARTER
DALANCED WEBSITE

-

IEJ’?‘ - .- )

Tweats Tweats ard replias
Smarter Balanced
= .
BT R aoRd (E 3 e N Aldad
COE A it B Fog AES]- R 00 Retnmantt T ErLGE filhfg T
i wage Fudenks’ bt by ThMcbT Soorematbers SEmarbel
! wed b tha

i & Srrarter Salanced
,,,,, Tt 2013 Mat’l TOY Jeffrey Charbonneau talking
about changing the conversation in &

around public education. #ecsnf204

Get instant updates
Twitter.com/SmarterBalanced

CoONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CSDE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

STUDENT ASSESSMENT NEWS
September 18, 2015

Archived Student Assessment News
CTStudentAssessment@ct.gov
860-713-6860

Read the Student Assessment News
www.ct.gov/sde/SAN
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/stay-connected
https://twitter.com/SmarterBalanced
http://www.ct.gov/sde/SAN
http://www.ct.gov/sde/SAN
https://twitter.com/SmarterBalanced

Questions
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Questions

Joe Di Garbo
Education Consultant
Joe.DiGarbo@ct.gov

or

Student Assessment Office
860-713-6860
CTStudentAssessment@ct.gov

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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