
State Department of Education 
165 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
 

Title IA Education of the Disadvantaged 
 

State Allocation:  $72,378,000               Grant Period: March 2009 to June 30, 2011 
          
Federal Goals (specific to this grant):  

 By 2013-14, all students will reach high standards, at a minimum attaining proficiency or 
better in reading and mathematics. 

 All limited English proficient students will become proficient in English and reach high 
academic standards, at a minimum attaining proficiency or better in reading and 
mathematics. 

 By 2005-06, all students will be taught by highly qualified teachers. 
 All students will be educated in learning environments that are safe, drug-free and 

conducive to learning. 
 All students will graduate from high school with the skills necessary to be successful in 

the 21st century.  
 
Use of Funds Per Federal Guidelines: 
Funds are to be used to close the achievement gap and enable disadvantaged students to reach their 
potential. The funding could be used to provide additional academic support to children from low income 
families who are failing or at risk of failing core academic subjects such as reading, writing and math; to 
fund after-school and summer programs to extend and reinforce the regular school curriculum; and to hire 
additional teachers or tutors to help those children who are most in need. States are expected to use some 
of this funding for early childhood programs and activities. 
 
State Board of Education Goals: 

 High quality preschool education for all. 
 High academic achievement for all students in reading, writing, mathematics, and 

science. 
 High school reform, so all students graduate and are prepared for lifelong learning and 

careers in a competitive, global economy. 
 
State Department of Education’s Recommendations for Use of Funds*: 

Expanded Learning Time 
o Expand summer school, Saturday Academies and after school programs to include eligible 

students at possible risk   
     

 Professional Development/Technical Assistance 
o Provide released time for data team meetings 
o Utilize literacy and/or mathematics coaches to provide professional development to teachers 

in Title I targeted assistance programs 
     

Increased Capacity 
o Increase availability of early literacy programs – preschool into primary grades 
o Improve student information system to improve data collections  and analyses 
o Develop formative assessments for Title I school-wide programs as part of a comprehensive 

district  assessment program 
o Implement a Coordinated Approach to School Health in a Title I school-wide program that 

includes the implementation of the CSDE approved School Wellness Policies  
        



 Direct Services to Students and Families 
o Increase the experiential background of eligible students through the arts, drama, theatre, etc. 
o Provide parent engagement programs for families participating in Title I, including family 

and adult literacy, language acquisition, etc. 
o Increase quality literature available to students including culturally relevant literature on all 

grade levels (classroom and school libraries) in Title I school-wide programs 
o Implement evidence based practices in Title I programs to curb high rates of in- and out-of-

school suspensions that lead to significant loss of school time for Title I students; 
o  Implement early intervention reading and mathematics programs in Title I targeted 

assistance and school-wide programs 
o Intensify support for eligible students in subgroups specifically designed for their needs and 

delivered by highly qualified teachers 
 

* For eligible schools and students. 
 
Application Process: 

• Title I, Part A American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funds will be 
delivered by existing formula to states. The U.S. Department of Education is expected to release 
50% of Title I, Part A funds by the end of March 2009 under states’ existing approved 
applications for Title I, Part A funds. No new or amended applications will be required for a state 
to receive this first portion of funds. However, in order for states to receive the remainder of Title 
I, Part A, ARRA funds that are expected to become available in September 2009, an amendment 
to states’ existing approved applications must be submitted to the U.S. Department of Education 
for review and approval.  The amendment must address how states will meet the recordkeeping 
and reporting requirements of the ARRA. 

• The Title I, Part A, ARRA awards will be in addition to the regular school year 2009-10 TitleI, 
Part A grant award. Together, the two phases of the Title I, Part A recovery funds, and the regular 
school year 2009-10 Title I, Part A grant award will constitute a state’s total school year 2009-10 
Title I, Part A allocation that will remain available for obligation through June 30, 2011. 

• In accordance with the goals of ARRA to release the funds as expeditiously as possible, the 
Connecticut State Department of Education (SDE) will develop a streamlined district application 
that districts will be able to complete in a short timeline. It is expected that the SDE will be able 
to notify districts of their Title I, Part A ARRA allocations in early to mid- April 2009 and 
provide an application to receive the funds.   

• Specific information will be forthcoming. 
 
Evaluation and Reporting Requirement: 

• Additional information will be forthcoming based upon federal requirements. 
 
 
 
 
Contact People: Marlene Padernacht  860-713-6568 or marlene.padernacht@ct.gov 
    Barbara Westwater   860-713-6707 or barbara.westwater@ct.gov  
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