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Paraprofessionals 
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Thursday, October 29, 2009 
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REGISTRATION�FORM�
The 14th Annual Statewide Paraprofessionals As Partners Conference 

“The Power of Possibility” 

You�may�also�register�online�at�www.ctserc.info.���
�

Participants�will�self�select�Concurrent�Sessions�at�the�conference,�and�will�be��
admitted�into�sessions�on�a�first�come,�first�serve�basis.�

District� � � � � School�� � � � � �

Name�� � � � � SERC�Membership�#� � � �

Address��� � � � City�� � � Zip�Code�� �

Work�Phone�(� )______________� �Home�Phone�(__��)� � � �

Position��� � � � � �Grade�Level�� � � �

E�mail�Address�� � � � � � � � � �

Classroom�release�time�is�approved:���

��������Administrator’s�Signature�is�required� � � � � ________�

�
Please�check�if�needed:���� Vegetarian�Lunch������� ������Interpreter��
��������Other�(please�specify)�� � � � ________� � � �
�

Return�by�October�16,�2009�with�fee�to:���
Paraprofessionals�As�Partners,�SERC,�25�Industrial�Park�Road,�Middletown,�CT��06457.�

Registration Information 
 

Two� hundred� and� seventy�five� (275)� kindergarten� through� grade� 12� general� and� special�
education� paraprofessionals,� teachers,� student� support� services� professionals,� and�
administrators� can�be�accommodated.� �Applicants�will� be� selected�on�a� first�come,� first�serve�
basis.�
�

There�is�a�fee�of�$75.00�per�applicant�for�the�conference.��Lunch�will�be�provided.��Please�make�
check�payable�to�Rensselaer�at�Hartford.��Purchase�orders�will�be�accepted,�but�payment�must�
be�received�prior�to�the�conference.�
�

The�closing�date�for�submitting�applications�is�October�16,�2009.��Confirmation�of�participation�
and�directions�will�be�provided�shortly�thereafter.��Please�send�completed�application�form�with�
registration�fee�to:��Paraprofessionals�As�Partners,�SERC,�25�Industrial�Park�Road,�Middletown,�
CT�06457.��Direct�content�questions�to�Stefanie�Carbone,�Consultant,�at�carbone@ctserc.org�or�
(860)�632�1485,�ext.�306,�and�direct�registration�questions�to�Tyrese�Bolden,�Education�Services�
Specialist,�at�bolden@ctserc.org�or�(860)�632�1485,�ext.�210.�

It�is�the�policy�of�the�State�Education�Resource�Center�(SERC)�that�no�person�shall�be�discriminated�
against�or�excluded�from�participation�in�any�SERC�programs�or�activities�on�the�basis�of�race,�color,�
religion,� age,� marital� or� civil� union� status,� national� origin,� ancestry,� sex/gender,� intellectual�
disability,�physical�disability,�political�beliefs,�or�sexual�orientation.�

CEU Information 

SERC�will�award�.7�CEUs.��To�qualify�for�CEUs,�participants�must�be�preregistered,�receive�
written� confirmation� from� SERC,� complete� a� conference� evaluation� form,� and� provide�
evidence� of� post�conference� application/reflection.� � Evaluation� forms� and� information�
about�the�application/reflection�responsibility�will�be�available�at�the�conference�as�well�
as�Certificates�of�Attendance�for�any�participant�not�interested�in�receiving�CEUs.�

Exhibitor Information 

Exhibitor�tables�will�be�available�for�viewing�a�variety�of�products,�materials,�and�services�
from�various�agencies�and�organizations�that�will�enhance�everyday�classroom�techniques�
and� promote� personal� and� professional� development.� � Ample� time� in� the� conference�
agenda�has�been�allotted�for�viewing�the�displays�and�speaking�with�exhibitors.�



Keynote Speaker:    

Michael Fowlin  
Actor and Psychologist 

Morristown, New Jersey 

Dr.� Michael� Fowlin,� better� known� as� Mykee,� is� no� stranger� to� the� stage.� He� has� been�
formally� acting� since� age� 11� but� started� creating� voices� (via� prank� calling)� at� age� 9.� In�
addition� to� his� talents� on� stage,� he� has� an� undergraduate� degree� in� psychology� from�
Evangel� University� in� Springfield,� Missouri,� and� a� doctorate� in� clinical� psychology� from�
Rutgers� University.� Oddly� enough,� he� suffers� from� delusions� of� grandeur,� for,� while�
performing,�he�is�convinced�that�every�audience�member�is�his�patient.�
�

Mykee’s� programs� combine� both� his� professional� acting� talents� and� his� psychological�
training.�His�mission�is�to�create�an�atmosphere�of�worldwide�inclusion,�not�just�tolerance,�
toward�all�people.�He�has�worked�extensively�with�all�age�groups�in�the�United�States�and�
in�other�countries.�His�work�has�included�peer�mediation,�diversity�trainings,�gender�equity�
workshops,�and�violence�prevention�seminars.�
�

He� hopes� that� all� audience� members� will� leave� his� performance� with� that� wonderful,�
awakening�feeling�of�beauty:�the�beauty�within�oneself�and�the�beauty�within�others,�the�
celebration�of�our�differences,�and�the�acceptance�of�our�shared�experiences.�

The 14th Annual Paraprofessionals As 

Partners Conference 
9.��Behavior�Strategies�for�Paraprofessionals:�How�to�Keep�Both�Your�Students��

(and�Yourself!)�Out�of�Trouble��
Linda�Rammler,�Ph.D.,�Training�Consultant,��UConn�Health�Center�for�Excellence�in�Disabilities�

This�session�is�a�replication�of�A.M.�Concurrent�Session�1.�
�

10.��Strategies�for�Teaching�Students�with�Autism�
Jacqueline�Kelleher,�Consultant,�CSDE�
Kate�Weingartner,�Consultant,�SERC��

In� this� session,� participants� will� gain� an� understanding� of� the� characteristics� of� autism� and� be�
provided�with�strategies�that�can�be�used�across�content�areas�and�learning�tasks�to�enhance�social�
and�communication�skills�in�students�with�autism.�
�

11.��Differentiated�Instruction�for�21st�Century�Classrooms�
Martha�Bless�and�Tracey�Mayes,�Consultants,�SERC�

Today’s� 21st� Century� classrooms� reflect� the� diversity� of� their� communities.� To� respond� to� this�
diversity,� instruction� must� be� effectively� differentiated� to� meet� the� range� of� needs� of� the� many�
learners� and� the� growing� need� for� critical� skills.� � Participants� will� learn� how� to� support� the�
development� of� these� skills� and� explore� a� variety� of� effective� instructional� techniques� and�
strategies�to�use�when�supporting�student�success�in�a�differentiated�classroom.��Methods�such�as�
cooperative�learning,�gradual�release�of�responsibility,�and�direct�instruction�will�be�reviewed.�
�

12.��Accommodations�and�Modifications�
Donnah�Rochester,�Consultant,�SERC�

While� accommodations� and� modifications� are� often� used� interchangeably,� there� are� huge�
distinctions�between�them.��In�this�session,�participants�will� learn�about�the�difference�between�
accommodations�and�modifications�through�discussion�and�hands�on�activities.�

�
13.��Technology�You�Can�Use�Tomorrow��

Greg�Glidden,�Consultant,�SERC�
This�session�is�a�replication�of�A.M.�Concurrent�Session�5.�

�
14.��Equity�for�All��

Kim�Bennett�and�Gerald�Hairston,�Consultants,�SERC�
Our�educational�system�should�meet�the�learning�needs�of�all�students.�Some�groups�of�students�in�
Connecticut� are� routinely� marginalized,� however,� and� do� not� have� equitable� access� to� a� high�
quality� education.� In� this� session,� participants� will� use� a� facilitated� discussion� technique� called�
Open�Space�Technology� to� share�multiple�perspectives�on�ways�we�can�come� together� to�better�
meet�the�needs�of�disenfranchised�groups�of�students�and�to�examine�the�intersection�of�race�and�
disability�in�Connecticut�schools.�
�

15.��Strengthening�the�Paraprofessional�Presence�
Ginny�Lynch,�Paraprofessional,�East�Hartford�Public�Schools�

This� session� will� focus� on� a� strengths�based� approach� to� creating� a� climate� that� is� conducive� to�
student� achievement.� � Participants�will� explore�how� to�advocate� for� themselves�and� the� students�
they�work�with,�examine�their�role�in�supporting�teachers�and�districts,�and�discuss�how�to�maintain�
an�atmosphere�of�mutual�respect�with�staff�and�administration.���
�

16.��Guided�Reading�Strategies�for�Paraprofessionals,�Part�2:��Comprehension�
Greta�Skiles,�Consultant,�SERC�

Even�when�students�can�read�the�words,�they�don’t�always�comprehend�the�meaning.�This�session�
will�provide�participants�with�methods�for�improving�students’�reading�fluency�and�comprehension.�
Techniques� for� building� fluency� and� visualization� and� a� set� of� “comprehension� cards”� will� be�
provided�so�that�paraprofessionals�will�have�a�resource�to�use�daily�in�the�classroom.�

This�annual�conference� is�an�opportunity� for�paraprofessionals� to�engage� in�cutting�edge�
professional�development�while�networking�with�colleagues.��It�is�designed�to�develop�the�
skills� of� paraprofessionals� to� increase� their� effectiveness� as� educational� partners� with�
general� and� special� education� teachers,� student� support� services� professionals,�
administrators,� and� families.� � The� conference� will� offer� a� variety� of� workshop� options�
covering� content� areas� that� focus� on� meeting� the� diverse� learning�needs� of� all� students,�
kindergarten�through�grade�12,�resulting�in�positive�student�outcomes.�

The�Paraprofessionals�as�Partners�Conference�meets�the�capacity�building�and�
sustainability�requirements�for�the�American�Recovery�and�Reinvestment��

Act�of�2009�(a.k.a.�ARRA�or�stimulus)�funds.��

8:00�a.m.� Registration/Continental�Breakfast�

8:30�a.m.� Welcome/Opening�Remarks�

8:45�a.m.� Keynote�Address—Michael�Fowlin�

10:30�a.m.� A.M.�Concurrent�Sessions� �

12:00�p.m.� Lunch��

1:15�p.m.� P.M.�Concurrent�Sessions��

2:45�p.m.� Evaluations/Door�Prizes�

1.��Behavior�Strategies�for�Paraprofessionals:�How�to�Keep�Both�Your�Students��
(and�Yourself!)�Out�of�Trouble��

Linda�Rammler,�Ph.D.,�Training�Consultant,��UConn�Health�Center�for�Excellence�in�Disabilities�
Do�you�wish�you�had�a�better�handle�on�preventing�problem�behaviors?��Have�you�seen�or�been�asked�to�
follow�a�student’s�behavior� support/intervention�plan?��Do�you�know�the�most�effective� techniques� to�
deescalate�situations�when�necessary�and�to�repair�relationships�weakened�by�challenging�behaviors�and�
your� response� to� them?�� Combining� lecture� and� a� variety� of� activities,� this� session� will� answer� these�
questions�to�help�you�support�students�with�challenging�behaviors� in�ways�that�are� in�compliance�with�
state� and� federal� mandates,� reflect� best� evidence�based� practice� in� positive� behavior� supports,� and�
improve� the� school� experiences� of� both� your� students� and� yourself.� � This� session� will� be� replicated� in�
P.M.�Concurrent�Session�9.��

�

2.��Strategic�Decision�Making:�The�Role�of�a�Paraprofessional�in�the�SRBI�Framework��
Michelle�LeBrun�Griffin,�Consultant,�SERC�

Perri�Murdica�and�Iris�White,�Consultants,�CSDE�
This� session� will� address� the� intersection� of� the� Connecticut� Guidelines� for� Training� and� Support� of�
Paraprofessionals�(2008)�and�the�SRBI�Framework�(2008).��A�brief�overview�of�SRBI�will�be�followed�by�a�
discussion� about� this� framework� and� how� it� relates� to� the� current� roles� of� paraprofessionals,� the�
potential�for�changing�roles,�and�the�training�necessary�to�support�paraprofessionals�in�these�roles.���
�

3.��Strategic�Tutoring�for�High�School�Paraprofessionals�
Missy�Wrigley,�Consultant,�SERC�

In� this� session,� participants� will� learn� ways� to� help� high� school� students� understand� and� complete�
assignments.�In�addition,�the�session�offers�several�research�based�strategies�for�teaching�students�how�to�
complete�more�tasks�independently.�It�presents�specific�approaches�developed�by�the�University�of�Kansas�
Center�for�Research�on�Learning�that� include�skill�development�in�the�areas�of�essay�writing,�test�taking,�
and�study�skills.�

�

4.��How�to�Talk�So�Teachers�Will�Listen�
�Leigh�Jones�Bamman,�Consultant,�SERC�

Teachers� and� paraprofessionals� are� colleagues� working� toward� the� same� goal:� facilitating� student�
learning.��They�have�different�roles�and�responsibilities,�however,�and�sometimes�paraprofessionals�feel�
unsure�about�how� to� share� their� ideas,� concerns,� suggestions,� and� challenges�with� teachers.� � Through�
activities,� discussion,� and� role� plays,� participants� will� explore� ways� to� effectively� communicate� with�
teachers,�as�well�as�with�other�adults�and�students.�
�

5.��Technology�You�Can�Use�Tomorrow��
Greg�Glidden,�Consultant,�SERC�

Did� you� know� that� the� software� you� already� have� can� be� used� to� enhance� accessibility� for� all� your�
students,�including�those�with�special�needs?��Come�to�this�hands�on,�interactive�session�to�learn�about�
some�of�the�built�in�features�of�Windows�and�Microsoft�Office�that�you�can�immediately�start�using�with�
your�students.��This�session�will�be�replicated�in�P.M.�Concurrent�Session�13.��
�

6.��Attending�to�the�Language�Development�Needs�of�English�Language�Learners�
Beth�Brunet,�Consultant,�SERC�

This�session�will�focus�on�instructional�strategies�that�are�essential�to�the�linguistic�and�academic�access�of�
English� Language� Learners� to� core� curricula.� � Discussion� will� focus� on� the� rationale� and� intentionality�
involved�in�the�selection�and�use�of�specific�strategies.��Finally,�paraprofessionals�will�explore�their�ability�
to�provide�consistency�in�the�use�of�such�strategies�in�a�variety�of�educational�settings.�

�

7.��Living�with�Autism�
Teagen�and�Tyler�Comeau,�Students��

Facilitated�by�Kate�Weingartner,��Consultant,�SERC�
Do�you�ever�wonder�what�it�is�like�to�live�with�autism?�This�session�offers�a�firsthand�perspective�of�twin�
boys� in� middle� school� living� on� the� spectrum.� � They� will� discuss� what� they� like� and� what� they� find�
challenging� about� having� autism.� � They� will� share� their� journey� and� goals� for� the� future� and� the�
importance�of�recognizing�strengths� in� individuals�with�autism.� �Finally,�they�will�share�what�they�think�
educators�should�know�about�autism.�
�

8.��Guided�Reading�Strategies�for�Paraprofessionals,�Part�1:��Decoding�
Greta�Skiles,�Consultant,�SERC���

What�do�you�do�when�students�get�stuck�on�words�and�don’t�know�how�to�sound�them�out?�This�session�
will� give� paraprofessionals� ideas� for� how� to� prompt� students� reading� at� the� first�� through� third�grade�
levels� to� use� strategies� rather� than� just� “giving� them”� the� words.� Specific� questioning� techniques� and�
decoding�“strategy�cards”�will�be�provided�so�that�paraprofessionals�will�have�a�resource�to�use�daily�in�
the�classroom.�


