
April 19, 2010 
  
Dear Connecticut Educator: 
  
I have three items for you in this update. 
  
Governor Rell announces $25.7 million in education funding 
  
Governor M. Jodi Rell has announced that Connecticut will receive $25.7 million in 
federal stimulus funds aimed at closing the achievement gap by providing school 
districts with the resources to improve their lowest performing schools. 
  
For more information, review Governor’s Release [pdf]. 
  
Statewide conference focuses on student data 
  
On April 28 and 29, 2010, the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE), 
the Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) and EASTCONN will host the fifth-
annual Data Conference: Stories of Success – Closing the Achievement Gap. The 
Data Conference highlights the work that the CSDE is doing with the 15 partner 
districts and the Connecticut Accountability for Learning Initiative (CALI) to 
accelerate the learning of all students. This conference provides an opportunity for 
schools and districts to share best practices, successes and struggles as they work 
toward the common goal of improving student achievement.   

The conference will feature Dr. Doug Reeves on April 28 and Kati Haycock on April 
29. Both days will focus on the use of data to drive school and district improvement. 
On April 28, Dr. Reeves will be the keynote to kick off the day’s theme of district 
improvement. On April 29, Ms. Haycock will be the keynote and the theme will be 
school improvement. The Data Conference will be held at the Holiday Inn Hotel in 
Waterbury. Over 600 educators from across the state are registered to attend. 

Instructional strategies, interventions and student data will be displayed on tri-fold 
science fair boards. The first panel includes student achievement data; the middle 
panel includes data on the adult actions that affected the student outcomes; and the 
last panel includes inferences, conclusions and/or next steps based on the data 
analysis.   

There will be a variety of breakout sessions conducted by the 15 partner districts and 
panel discussions by superintendents and principals. These sessions will focus on 
topics that include SRBI, assessments, truancy and using data to guide decisions.   

More information is available in the day 1 Data Conference brochure and the day 2 
Data Conference brochure. 

Announcement of spring 2010 HOT Schools “Leadershops” 
  
The Connecticut Commission on Culture & Tourism (CCT) in partnership with CCT 
Higher Order Thinking (HOT) Schools will offer “HOT Leadershops” this spring, a 
series of professional development workshops that foster teaching and learning in, 
about, and through the arts in prekindergarten-Grade 8 schools.  
  
HOT Leadershops are open to HOT School and (on a limited basis) non-HOT School 
educators across the state. HOT Leadershops will illustrate HOT Schools 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/pressroom/stim_funds_sig_041510.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/commish/dataconferenceonlinebrochure2010day1.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/commish/dataconferenceonlinebrochure2010day2.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/commish/dataconferenceonlinebrochure2010day2.pdf


principles/strategies in action, and provide practical examples for participants to take 
back and implement in their own schools. Each HOT Leadershop has been uniquely 
designed by the host HOT School in collaboration with CCT to share best practices 
developed and tested in the CCT HOT Schools over time. 
  
Each daylong workshop will be held at and conducted by a CCT HOT School. There is 
no cost to attend and lunch will be provided. Slots will be filled on a first-come first-
served basis.  
  
More information is available in the HOT Leadershops official announcement. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark K. McQuillan 
Commissioner of Education 
 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/commish/hotleadershotannnouncement.pdf

