August 19, 2008

Dear Colleagues,

I want to take this moment to welcome you back from your summer vacations and
to offer my very best wishes for success as you prepare for the new school year. |
always enjoy this time of year best — frantic as it often seems — because it offers
each of us a chance to begin anew and to greet old challenges with a renewed
sense of energy and purpose.

The 2008-09 school year will present many opportunities to improve upon what
we do to help all students achieve to the full measure of their talents. The
Department of Education has a very full agenda, as suggested by the items
featured in this week’s Update, and we hope you will read them with the same
optimism that we put into writing them. From improving our secondary schools
to developing better ways to provide high-quality preschool services, our work
will never be done. Nonetheless, | remain buoyed always by what each of you do
every day to make our public schools better places for all learners. Thank you.

Welcome back and enjoy your school year!

Sincerely yours,

Mark K. McQuillan
Commissioner

2008 Back-to-School Information

e Report on New Legislation Affecting School Districts

A summary of new legislation affecting school districts is available at:
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/circ/circ08-09/c3.pdf.

e Anti-Bullying Legislation — Next Steps

In this past legislative session, there were substantive changes to CGS 10-
222(d) (state anti-bullying law, currently Substitute House Bill No.
5826/Public Act No. 08-160), which directly affects local district
requirements in relation to reporting to the CSDE. For example, among those
requirements are submission of local district policies and completion of a
CSDE survey to assess the status of implementation and LEA needs. During
the fall, superintendents will be notified about the details of these new
requirements, including deadlines and to whom submissions should be sent.


http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/circ/circ08-09/c3.pdf

In the interim, if you have any questions, contact Jo Ann Freiberg at
joann.freiberg@ct.gov Or 860-713-6598.

e Research-Based Interventions

The full publication titled Using Scientific Research-Based Interventions:
Improving Education for ALL Students will be forwarded to your district in a
few weeks. It is Connecticut’s framework for Response to Intervention
(RTI). This framework builds upon the coherence of various research-based
school improvement models, including those found in our CALI professional
development offerings.

A Basic Training Module on SRBI will be available through CALI.
Technical assistance on the implementation of SRBI is available from our
RESC and SERC partners. In addition, three statewide training sessions will
be offered this year.

e School District Openings and Closings Report

Statewide information on first day, last day, vacations and holiday schedules

in Connecticut school districts is available at:
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/root_web folder/pdf/
schoolopenings_closings _08_09.pdf.

e Title | Application and District Allocations

The 2008-09 District Consolidated Application for ESEA federal grants and
Title 1 district allocations have been posted on the Connecticut State
Department of Education (CSDE) Web site at:
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&Q=320346 under
“Curriculum — Active Proposals.”

District allocations for Titles 1A, 11D, 111 and IV are not yet available. You
will be notified as soon as these allocations are posted. Congress did not
appropriate funds for Title V for the 2008-09 year, but it remains an
authorized program. Districts may “transfer” grant funds from Titles 1A, 11D
and IV for programmatic use under Title V.

Please note that districts have the option of drawing down up to 15 percent of
each of their ESEA grant allocations before the receipt of grant award
notifications.

A list of CSDE grant contact persons who have been assigned to assist each
district in completing the application is also posted at this site. If you have
questions regarding the application, please call the CSDE grant contact
person assigned to your district.

¢ Bilingual Grant Application
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The 2008-09 Bilingual Grant Application and entitlement amounts have been
posted on the Connecticut State Department of Education Web site at:
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&Q=320346 under Request for
Proposals and then under Curriculum - Active Proposals.

The budget form is available for data entry in the new Prepayment Grant ED
114 system. School business managers have the access codes for this system.
If you have any questions about this system, please call CSDE Grants
Management at 860-713-6470.

The grant application due date is September 12, 2008. The grant period is
from July 1, 2008, to June 30, 2009. The bilingual grant annual evaluation
report will be due prior to September 1, 2009.

You may contact Marie Salazar Glowski at 860-713-6750 or e-mail her at
marie.salazar.glowski@ct.gov if you have questions regarding the grant
application process.

e Draft Curriculum Standards — Science PK-8

The Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction has recently published the
Curriculum Standards Including Grade-Level Expectations (GLES) for
Science, Grades PK-8, in draft form. This new resource builds upon the
content standards and CMT expected performances in the 2004 Core Science
Curriculum Framework with GLEs that describe what students should be able
to do as a result of instruction at a grade level.

A draft of the new document, along with a form that can be used to offer
feedback, is posted on the Department Web site at:
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=320890&sdenav_qgid=1757

Individual or group feedback can be submitted to the Department until
October 31, 2008.

e Schools Invited to Governor Rell’s OneThing Expo

October 10 is Education Day at the OneThing Expo, an energy education
event to be held October 10-12 at the Connecticut Convention Center in
Hartford. The OneThing Expo highlights Governor Rell’s campaign to
engage Connecticut citizens in doing simple things to reduce energy costs
and conserve energy resources.

Due to limited capacity, a select number of school districts will be permitted
to send up to 100 students in Grades 3 through 6 to experience guided tours
of the Expo’s interactive exhibits, an environmental circus performance and
an invitation to submit their own OneThing pledge. Through participation in
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hands-on activities correlated to the Connecticut Science Framework,
students and teachers will expand their understanding of where energy comes
from, how it is used, the implications of using it, and what they can do to help
conserve energy resources. If your school is interested in participating, please
fill out and return the Field Trip Request Form available online at
http://www.onethingct.com.

e Report on English Language Learners

Key findings in the summary report on English Language Learners (ELLS)
include the following:

= students in Connecticut speak 161 different languages;

= the percentage of students identified as ELLs has increased during the last
five years; and

= the percentage of ELL students enrolled in bilingual programs is
decreasing.

To read the full report, please follow this link:

http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/databulletins/db_ell_report_6-23-
08.pdf.
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