
Commissioner's Update 

 

August 31, 2009 

Dear Connecticut Educator: 

Welcome back for the start of the 2009-2010 school year! I hope your summer 
offered you a short respite from the daily stresses of the past year, which from any 
perspective were considerable. Like all of you, the Department has felt the effects of 
the state’s budget crisis, but we are prepared to begin anew. We have reorganized 
our administrative structure to reflect the numbers of people who retired in July 
(CSDE Organization Chart), and we have been working diligently to anticipate your 
need for prompt, timely information on all of the issues that will remain unresolved 
until the General Assembly and Governor pass a budget. Please know that we are 
committed to increasing the frequency with which we communicate with you, and 
stand ready to answer whatever questions you may have. Please do not hesitate to 
call us directly. 

As we await the resolution to the budget impasse, our Department is gearing up to 
submit an application in December for “Race to the Top” funding. In broad outline, 
the application will concentrate on three areas: secondary school reform, Grades 6-
14; urban school innovation; and prekindergarten-Grade 6 instruction, with 
particular emphasis on the education of early childhood development and remedial 
programming in Grades 1-6. We have begun talking and meeting with district and 
community leaders and will begin the project in September. Our hope is that, if we 
are successful, the grant will positively affect nearly every school district in 
Connecticut. I hope you will see yourselves as partners in this important next step 
for our state. 

Of all the moments when we need to stand together, it is now. I hope your first day 
of classes is engaging, joyous, and purposeful. Have a great school year. 

I have three additional items for you in this update. 

Update on Novel H1N1 Influenza Virus: Implications for Connecticut Public 
Schools 

In our ongoing efforts to keep you informed on the status of novel H1N1 influenza, 
the information below provides an update on guidelines and plans for addressing the 
potential implications of an epidemic.  

First, this summer’s informational session, Illness and Outbreaks in the School 
Setting — which was sponsored by the Connecticut Departments of Public Health, 
Education and Emergency Management and Homeland Security for school 
administrators, local health authorities and school health providers — offered an 
opportunity to discuss school outbreaks with the focus on keeping schools open to 
ensure continuity of learning. Besides keeping schools open, the key messages from 
this conference were regarding the critical need 1) for school districts to develop 
collaborative relationships with local health departments before any outbreak and 2) 
for districts to implement nonpharmaceutical interventions such as hand hygiene, 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/commish/sdeorganizationchart.pdf


respiratory etiquette, staying home when sick and performing routine cleaning to 
prevent disease transmission and to protect students and staff from infections.  

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) has also scheduled an 
informational session with the State Board of Education at the September Board 
meeting to facilitate discussions with the board members and ultimately make policy 
decisions, if needed, in support of local districts’ efforts to keep students engaged in 
learning during an epidemic. 

Many resources for schools can be found on the Department of Public Health (DPH) 
Web site at 
http://www.ct.gov/ctfluwatch/cwp/view.asp?a=2533&q=315238&ctfluwatchNav=|. 
This resource includes the presentation materials from Illness and Outbreaks in the 
School Setting informational session and may be directly accessed at 
http://www.ct.gov/ctfluwatch/h1n1/july22. Additional resources on continuity of 
learning are available from the United States Department of Education at 
http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/emergencyplan/pandemic/guidance/continuit
y-recs.pdf and 
http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/emergencyplan/pandemic/guidance/continuit
y-qa.pdf. 

The CSDE will continue to work with the DPH to develop and disseminate information 
and guidelines for school superintendents, school nurse supervisors, principals, other 
school district personnel, parents and students, regarding the novel H1N1 influenza 
virus. Guidance for School Nurses, developed by the Connecticut Departments of 
Public Health and Education, should be available within the next week. In addition, 
collaborations between various state agencies to develop mass vaccination plans for 
schoolchildren and the community at large are ongoing. 

School-Based Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation Program Funding 
Available 

The Connecticut Health and Tobacco Trust Fund has allocated $500,000 for school-
based tobacco prevention and cessation programs. The funding is available through 
requests for proposals (RFP) from the Department of Public Health in partnership 
with the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE). To access the RFP and 
the timeline, please review information on the Department of Public Health RFP page. 
Proposals are due on October 30, 2009. 

Connecticut students who say they are current cigarette smokers are more likely to 
be involved in other high-risk behaviors, including sexual activity, dating violence, 
drinking alcohol and smoking marijuana. They are also more likely to consider 
themselves depressed (Connecticut School Health Survey, 2007). These behaviors 
provide obstacles to student academic success. Further, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the majority of daily smokers began smoking 
before 18 years of age and more than 3,000 young persons begin smoking each day. 
School-based programs and efforts are proven to be successful venues for reducing 
the use of tobacco. 

To assist with the development of your RFP, an information session will be held: 

Monday, September 14, 2009, 2–4 p.m. 
Connecticut State Department of Education, Meeting Room 3 
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25 Industrial Park Road 
Middletown, CT  06457 

If you or your staff plans to attend, please contact Kari Sullivan, Physical Activity, 
Nutrition and Tobacco (PANT) coordinator, at 860-807-2008 or kari.sullivan@ct.gov. 

CSDE Launches Connecticut Benchmark Assessment System (CBAS) 

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) began work on the 
articulation of a balanced comprehensive assessment system in 2005. This effort 
focused on creating a continuum of assessment activities that ranged from formative 
assessment to assist with instructional planning, to summative assessment to 
evaluate student competencies. At the heart of this effort was the development of 
interim assessments that could be used to supplement more established summative 
tests, e.g., the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT), the Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test (CAPT), Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT), Advance Placement 
(AP) Tests and the ACT college entrance exam. Following a series of discussions with 
representatives from local education agencies (LEAs), regional organizations and 
national experts, the Department launched its first attempt at implementing interim 
assessments: the Connecticut Grade 3-5 Mathematics Formative Assessment Pilot 
Project.  

The Department learned valuable lessons through this pilot effort. During the next 
three years, the Connecticut Grade 3-5 Mathematics Formative Assessment Pilot 
evolved into the Connecticut Benchmark Assessment System. Throughout this period 
there was much discussion about the differences among various types of interim 
assessments, e.g., formative, benchmark, diagnostic, screening, as well as the role 
of a state agency in relation to these various assessments. The changes that were 
finally implemented represent a response to the concerns of students and educators 
who were involved in these initial efforts. 

During the 2008-09 school year, the Department in cooperation with local school 
districts pilot-tested online benchmark assessments in reading and mathematics. 
Three forms in each content area were developed for administration three times a 
year (fall, winter and spring). These assessments are based on state curriculum 
standards as expressed in the Department’s sequenced mathematics grade-level 
expectations (GLEs) in Grades 3-5, the Mathematics Curriculum Pacing Guides for 
Grades 6-8, and the Grades 3-8 reading comprehension assessment strands. 

The CBAS is available for use by any local school districts free of charge. Districts 
wishing to use the CBAS must: 

1.         Ensure that Public School Information System (PSIS) data are current. 
2.         Send the name, phone number, and e-mail address of the following 

persons to CBAS@ct.gov: 
a.       District CBAS contact person 
b.      District technology contact person 

For general information regarding CBAS development, contact Gil Andrada at 
gilbert.andrada@ct.gov or 860-713-6883. 

Sincerely, 
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Mark K. McQuillan 

Commissioner of Education 

  
 


