
Commissioner Update 
  
  

December 8, 2008 
  
Dear Connecticut Educator: 
  
I have three items for you in this update. 
  
Workshops Scheduled on Guidelines for In-School, Out-of-School Suspensions 
  
The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) recently issued Guidelines for 
In-School and Out-of-School Suspensions, a document designed to assist school districts 
in implementing revisions to Sec. 10-233c of the Connecticut General Statutes. Although 
the In-School Suspension law will not go into effect until July 1, 2009, the statute 
required that the CSDE issue guidelines by October 1, 2008, to aid districts in 
determining whether a suspension should be in-school or out-of-school. 
  
The next effort by the CSDE is to provide workshops to assist in the implementation of 
the recommendations within the guidance document and to receive feedback from school 
districts.  With this in mind, the following eight workshops have been scheduled: 
  

Date Location Morning Session Afternoon Session 
Wednesday, 
December 17, 2008 

Cromwell Crowne 
Plaza Cromwell, 
Connecticut   

  
8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

  
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 

p.m. 
Wednesday, 
January 14, 2009 

Clarion Hotel  
Bristol, Connecticut  

  
8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

  
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 

p.m. 
Tuesday,  
January 27, 2009 

Holiday Inn  
Norwich, Connecticut  

  
8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

  
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 

p.m. 
Thursday,  
February 26, 2009 

Marriott Hotel  
Trumbull, Connecticut 

  
8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

  
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 

p.m. 
  
Additional information and a workshop flier will be mailed to districts shortly.  The 
Guidelines for In-School and Out-of-School Suspensions can be accessed at:  
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/pressroom/In_School_Suspension_Guidance.pdf. 
  
To register for one of the workshop sessions, electronic registration is located at: 
http://ctserc.org/isss/isss_reg. 

New Curriculum and Instruction Tools Available 

The Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction has introduced three new tools to support 
teaching and learning at the district and school levels.  These include the Connecticut 
Curriculum Development Guide, designed to lead the planning, review and development of PK-

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/pressroom/In_School_Suspension_Guidance.pdf
http://ctserc.org/isss/isss_reg


12 curriculum; the Connecticut Walkthrough Protocol Guide to support school and 
classroom “walkthroughs” focused on specific initiatives; and Curriculum E-alerts, to 
provide periodic updates from the Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction. Use the feature 
on the left navigation bar of the home page to the Department’s Website to sign up for 
your E-alert.  

The Connecticut Curriculum Development Guide and the Connecticut Walkthrough 
Protocol Guide can be found on the Curriculum and Instruction Web page at the 
following link:  

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&Q=320954&sdenav_gid=1757. 

  
PK-12 Social Studies Draft Curriculum Standards Posted 
  
The Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction has recently published the Social Studies 
Framework and Curriculum Standards Including Grade-Level Expectations (GLEs), 
Grades PK-12, in draft form.  This resource provides Connecticut with a new social 
studies framework and GLEs that describe what students should know and be able to do 
as a result of instruction at all grade levels.  Individual and/or group feedback can be 
submitted to the State Department of Education through January 30, 2009, with the final 
draft expected to be published in the spring of 2009. The draft document, along with a 
form to submit feedback, can be accessed at the following link:  
  
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=320898&sdenav_gid=1757. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark K. McQuillan 
Commissioner of Education 
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