
Commissioner's Update 
  

December 22, 2009 

Dear Connecticut Educator: 

I have three items for you in this update.  

Connecticut’s Race to the Top Application 

The Connecticut State Department of Education is taking on the ambitious task of preparing a 
major, statewide grant application for the highly competitive federal Race to the Top fund 
announced by President Obama on July 24, 2009, as part of a $4.35 billion reform package 
designed to spur bold action for reforming America’s public schools.  
Since August 2009, State Department of Education staff members have been working to 
respond to complex requirements of the grant. Teams of local superintendents, other 
education leaders, university and business representatives, and teachers have been called 
together to help fashion Connecticut’s proposal for public school reform. 

RFP for In-Class School Breakfast Pilot 

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) is pleased to announce the request for 
proposals (RFP) for the In-Classroom School Breakfast Pilot Program. The purpose is to assist 
up to 10 severe need schools to in-classroom school breakfast programs. The RFP is available 
on the Department’s Web site at 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&Q=320346.  

Offering students the opportunity to start each day with a good breakfast provides the 
important benefits of building the capacity to learn and establishing healthy eating habits that 
last a lifetime. The CSDE strongly encourages your participation in the School Breakfast 
Program. 

The application deadline is Tuesday, January 19, 2010. 

Census in Schools 

In my letter dated April 23, 2009 (See Below), I shared with you information on the upcoming 
2010 “Census in Schools” program, including the data collection activities for schools and 
communities. 

I am now pleased to share with you Governor M. Jodi Rell’s Proclamation declaring the week of 
January 11, 2010, the “Census in Schools” in the State of Connecticut. 

I am asking that you encourage your staff, students and parents to recognize the importance 
of this event and take advantage of free classroom education activities developed by the 
Census Bureau and Scholastic, Inc. 

To access the census information and to download classroom materials, please go to 
http://2010census.gov. 

In addition, Governor Rell has launched a state Web site for Connecticut residents. Please go 
to http://www.ct.gov/census2010/site/default.asp for more information. 

Sincerely, 

Mark K. McQuillan 
Commissioner of Education 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&Q=320346
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/word_docs/commish/census_day_proclamation_gov_rell.doc
http://2010census.gov/
http://www.ct.gov/census2010/site/default.asp


TO:                 Superintendents of Schools 

                        Diocesan Superintendents 
                        Executive Directors, Regional Educational Service Centers 
                        Principals/Directors, Charter and Magnet Schools 
                        Endowed and Incorporated Academies 
  
FROM:             Mark K. McQuillan 
                        Commissioner of Education 

DATE:              April 23, 2009 

SUBJECT:         2010 U.S. Census Bureau  

The U.S. Constitution requires a national census every 10 years. It is an event that 
affects all of us. The designated date is April 1, 2010. In 2010, the U.S. Census will 
define who we are as a nation. The census affects political representation and 
directs the allocation of billions of dollars in government funding. As a 2010 partner, 
you can educate your community about the importance of participating in this 
historic event and help ensure that no one is left uncounted. You can help your 
community receive the fiscal and social benefits to which it is entitled.   

The U.S. Census Bureau has contacted Governor M. Jodi Rell’s office about 
establishing a partnership with all state agencies. I am glad to endorse the census 
education, “Census in Schools” program. It is part of a comprehensive 
communications effort to increase awareness and overall response for the 2010 
census. This partnership with schools is vital. Children are powerful voices in their 
homes and educators are trusted voices in their communities and can help deliver 
the 2010 census message to their students, including children whose first language 
is not English. The program includes: 

• Free educational materials and event ideas provided to educators to teach 
students and  their families about the census’ role in U.S. history, current 
events and more. 

• Scholastic Inc. has been selected to help develop supplementary materials. 
• Students in kindergarten through Grade 12 will be targeted with tailored 

learning materials produced by the Census Bureau. The K-6 materials (in 
English and Spanish) will be available in print for selected areas. All materials 
will be available online. 

  
Please note that school budgets are affected by census data, especially 
distribution of Title I and special education funds.  

For more information about becoming a 2010 census partner, please go to 
http://2010census.gov/partners/.  

Please join me in making this program a success so that all Connecticut residents, 
regardless of their citizenship status, can be counted. If you have questions 
concerning this letter, please contact Reinaldo Matos at 860-713-6747 or 
reinaldo.matos@ct.gov or Sherri L. Wood at 203-449-9025 or sherri.l.wood@census.gov.     

MKM:rm 
cc:  Marion H. Martinez, Ed.D, Associate Commissioner, Division of Teaching,  
           Learning and Instructional Leadership 

http://2010census.gov/partners/
mailto:reinaldo.matos@ct.gov
mailto:sherri.l.wood@census.gov


       Barbara M. Westwater, Chief, Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction 
       Jack Hasegawa, Education Manager, Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction  
       Reinaldo Matos, Education Consultant, Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction 

       Sherri L. Wood, Partnership Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau 


