
Commissioner's Update  
 

May 10, 2010 

Dear Connecticut Educator: 

I have four items for you in this update. 

Passage of Bill Sets Stage for Historic Education Reform in Connecticut 

The 2010 Connecticut General Assembly has adopted legislation that will improve 
Connecticut's chances to secure as much as $175 million in federal Race to the Top 
funding, as well as to set the foundation for comprehensive education reform in 
Connecticut.  

The new law increases graduation requirements in Connecticut public schools 
beginning with the class of 2018. The new law increases the minimum credits 
required to 25 from 20; gives greater emphasis to math, science and world 
languages; and requires every student to complete a “capstone project.” The 
legislation also calls for increased supports for students to help them to succeed in 
the classroom and to graduate on time.  

In addition, the legislation expands advanced placement courses, provides for the 
development of model curricula and end-of-year exams, creates a process to revise 
teacher evaluation, establishes new authority for the State Board of Education to 
replace local boards of education under certain circumstances, creates an alternate 
route for administrators, and more. To review the bill, use the link below. 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2010/ACT/Pa/pdf/2010PA-00111-R00SB-00438-
PA.pdf 

Signatures Needed Again for Race to the Top MOUs; Conference Calls 
Scheduled 

Connecticut is asking all superintendents, board of education chairs and local union 
presidents who decide to implement all or most of the state’s Race to the Top plan to 
once again formally sign a memorandum of understanding (MOU) outlining the local 
education agency’s (LEA) commitment to implement the state’s plan. 

The MOU must be signed by the superintendent and, if possible, the president of the 
local school board and leader of the local teachers’ union. The more signatures we 
receive, the more competitive we are in our application. This was clearly confirmed 
by the winners of RTTT in Phase I, who obtained over 90 percent support from their 
LEAs, including signatures of all superintendents, board of education chairs, and local 
union presidents. 

For Connecticut to submit an application to the U.S. Department of Education on 
June 1, 2010, LEAs must submit signed MOUs to the Connecticut State Department 
of Education no later than May 19, 2010. Please fax or e-mail them to Jessica 
Andrews at 860-713-7004 or jessica.andrews@ct.gov. 

More information is available in the following documents: RTTT MOU Letter, RTTT 
MOU Descriptors, RTTT Phase II MOU.  

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2010/ACT/Pa/pdf/2010PA-00111-R00SB-00438-PA.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2010/ACT/Pa/pdf/2010PA-00111-R00SB-00438-PA.pdf
mailto:jessica.andrews@ct.gov
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/arra/rttt_mou_letter.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/arra/rttt_mou_descriptors.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/arra/rttt_mou_descriptors.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/arra/rttt_phase_ii_mou.pdf


To provide guidance and answer any questions LEAs may have about the RTTT Phase 
II application and the MOU content, the CSDE has scheduled conference calls on the 
following dates and times: 

·        Monday, May 10, 2010, at 2 p.m. 
·        Tuesday, May 18, 2010, at 2:30 p.m. 
·        Friday, May 21, 2010, at 10 a.m. 

The call-in information for these calls is as follows: 

·        Call 877-674-2487 
·        Enter pass code 221757# 

If you have any questions, please contact Jessica Andrews at 860-713-6582 or 
jessica.andrews@ct.gov. 

School Districts Asked to Complete Survey on Teacher and Principal 
Evaluation 

The U.S. Department of Education requires each state gather data from each school 
district for the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFSF) Phase II application and publicly 
report and post the data to the Connecticut State Department of Education’s Web 
site annually. These important data are also necessary for Connecticut to submit a 
competitive Race to the Top Phase II application.  

The data required from each LEA mostly concerns teacher and principal evaluation 
systems. The survey is divided into two sections: Teacher Evaluation System and 
Principal Evaluation System.  

Please complete the survey at the following link no later than Wednesday, May 19, 
2010: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/evaluationsystemsurvey.  

Your timely response is appreciated as the data collection is necessary to remain 
eligible for the SFSF Phase II funds and for the submission of Connecticut’s RTTT 
Phase II application, which is due June 1, 2010.  

For questions about the survey, please contact Jessica Andrews at 
jessica.andrews@ct.gov or 860-713-6582. 

More information is available in the following document: RTTT-SFSF Data Collection 
Survey. 

National School Nurse Day Being Celebrated on May 12 

The National Association of School Nurses (NASN) has chosen May 12, 2010, as 
National School Nurse Day.  

National School Nurse Day was established in 1972 to foster a better understanding 
of the role of school nurses in the educational setting. Today, school nursing is 
recognized as a specialized practice that advances the well-being, academic success, 
and lifelong achievement of students. To this end, over 66,000 school nurses across 
the country promote health and safety; intervene with actual and potential health 
problems; provide case management services; and actively collaborate with others 
to build student/family capacity for adaptation, self management, self advocacy, and 
learning. 

mailto:jessica.andrews@ct.gov
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National School Nurse Day falls on the Wednesday during National Nurses Week, May 
6-12, 2010, ending on the birthday of Florence Nightingale. On this day, school 
nurses across Connecticut will be honored for the important services they provide to 
children. Schools and communities are encouraged to join with their school nurses in 
celebrating this important day. For more information on National School Nurse Day, 
visit the NASN Web site at http://www.nasn.org. 

The official proclamation of “School Nurse Day” by Governor M. Jodi Rell is available 
at the link below. 

[PDF] 

Sincerely,  

Mark K. McQuillan 
Commissioner of Education 
 

http://www.nasn.org/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/calendar/school_nurse_day_051210.pdf

