
Commissioner's Update  
 

November 8, 2010 
  
Dear Connecticut Educator: 
  
I have four items for you in this update. 
  
Proposals sought for tobacco use prevention programs for youths 
  
The State Department of Public Health is seeking proposals to provide tobacco use 
cessation and prevention programs targeting school aged youths. 
  
This request consists of two components. 
  
Component A is to support the Coordinated School Health Leadership Program’s 
selected school districts in the implementation of tobacco use prevention and 
cessation programs within the school district. These nine districts are the Capitol 
Region Education Council, Connecticut Technical High School System, Danbury, 
Hartford, Manchester, Meriden, Middletown, Norwich and Torrington. Note: An 
informational conference call is scheduled for November 10 at 3 p.m. 
  
Component B is seeking applicants to develop and implement tobacco use prevention 
programs targeting school-aged youths during nonschool hours. Note: An 
informational conference call is scheduled for November 9 at 3 p.m. 
  
Total funding available is $640,000. Deadline for submission of proposals is 
December 8. The request for proposals is also available on the Department of Public 
Health Web site at  http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/hems/tobacco/ 
rfp_announcement/rfp_2010-0911_school_aged_prevention_programs.pdf.  
  
For more information or questions, please contact Kari Sullivan at 860-807-2008 or 
kari.sullivan@ct.gov. 
  
Federal official to lead discussion on school and online bullying 
  
Young people affected by bullying, state policy leaders and local stakeholders who 
have experienced success in tackling the problem will join the head of the federal 
office responsible for bullying and school safety issues at a forum in Hartford later 
this month. 
  
Kevin Jennings, assistant deputy secretary and director, Office of Safe & Drug-Free 
Schools, U.S. Department of Education, will be the keynote speaker for a discussion 
at the Legislative Office Building on November 22. 
  
Jennings heads the federal office responsible for bullying and school safety issues. 
He led the design of the new federal Safe and Supportive Schools grant program and 
convened the Department of Education’s first bullying summit in 2010. 
  
The forum will be held from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Monday, November 22, in room 
2-C of the Legislative Office Building, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford. This event is 
free, but space is limited. Register today online at http://www.cga.ct.gov/coc. For 
questions, call 860-240-0290 or 860-523-8042, ext. 34. 
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The event is sponsored by the Governor’s Prevention Partnership and the 
Connecticut Commission on Children. 
  
Report details new trends in school facilities improvements 
  
The Report on the Condition of Connecticut’s Public School Facilities has been 
released. The survey information was collected in late 2009 and analyzed in 2010 for 
each public elementary, middle and high school in the state. The detailed tables with 
facility specific data are available on the State Department of Education’s Web site: 
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/ 
dgm/ed050/pickyear.aspx. 
  
The report is required by Section 10-220 of the Connecticut General Statutes. In 
previous reports, districts were concerned about appearance and upkeep with a 
determined effort to enhance technology in the schools. However, this report 
indicates new trends. The report shows that districts are focused on improving the 
service systems, which include technology and interior lighting. The report also 
indicates that dedicated specialty areas such as science labs, art rooms and library 
media centers in the schools have also improved. Similar to previous reports, 
districts continue to focus on improving cafeterias, auditoriums and athletic fields.   
  
Regardless of population, wealth and location, districts have remained consistent and 
have responded positively to enhancing and improving the academic environment for 
all students throughout the State, and Connecticut has invested the necessary 
resources to update, maintain and preserve our buildings. 
  
For questions, contact Michelle Dixon in the Bureau of School Facilities at 860-713-
6477. 
  
Revised SDE organization chart available 
The organizational chart for the State Department of Education has been updated. 
The new chart can be found at the following link: http://www. 
sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/commish/sdeorganizationchart.pdf. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark K. McQuillan 
Commissioner of Education 
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