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Universal Tools: Available to ALL students
Embedded

•Breaks
•Calculator
•Digital Notepad 
•English Dictionary
•English Glossary
•English Thesaurus
•Expanded Passages
•Global Notes
•Highlighter
•Keyboard Navigation
•Mark for Review
•Math Tools
•Spell Check
•Strikethrough
•Writing Tools
•Zoom

Non-Embedded
•Breaks
•English Dictionary
•Scratch Paper
•Thesaurus 

Designated Supports: Available to ANY student with a need 
determined by educators

Embedded
•Color Contrast
•Masking
•Text-to-Speech 
•*Translations-Math (Glossary)
•*Translations-Math (Stacked)
•Turn off any universal 

accessibility tool

Non-Embedded

•*Bilingual Dictionary
•Color Contrast
•Color Overlay
•Magnification
•Noise Buffering 
•~Read Aloud
•Separate Setting
•Translation-Math (Glossary)
•Translation Test Directions

Accommodations: Available to students with an IEP 
or 504 Plan

Embedded
•American Sign Language (Video)
•Braille
•Closed Captioning
•Streamline
•Text-to-Speech (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 3-8

Non-Embedded
•Abacus
•Alternate Response Options
•Braille Booklet
•Calculator- grades 6-8
•Large Print Booklet
•Multiplication Table-grades 4-8
•# Print on Demand
•~ # Read Aloud- (ELA-reading Passages) grades 

3-8
•~ # Scribe
•Speech-to-Text

*Intended for English Learners (EL)

# Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

~ Requires Trained Educator

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we delve into these 3 accessibility levels, be aware that throughout this presentation you will be provided with links to other websites and documentation that will assist you in gathering further information.
For example the SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS PORTAL Header on the top left on this page
(Advance animation)
 will link (also referred to as hyperlink)you to resources for the Smarter Balanced Assessments in Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy. Please remember when viewing materials from the Smarter Balanced Assessment consortium that  CT may vary in policy regarding some supports or accommodations. You will be provided with more information about these links as we proceed, but for now, let’s take a look at how Universal tools, Designated Supports and Accommodations fit together. 
(Advance animation)
Universal tools are access features of the assessment that are available to ALL students. Note that header Universal Tools is hyperlinked. By clicking on it, you will be shown  a 14 minute video training module called Let’s Talk Universal Tools provided by Smarter Balanced that acquaints students and teachers with the online, universal tools.
(Advance animation)
These assessment tools are provided digitally through the assessment technology referred to as  (embedded). Notice that certain embedded universal tools such as English Dictionary and Keyboard Navigation are also hyperlinked. Smarter Balanced provides further explanation of these embedded tools.
(Advance animation)
Universal tools are also available non-digitally at the local level referred to as (non-embedded)- THESE ARE PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL.
(Advance animation)
Designated Supports are available for use by any student including a general education student for whom the need has been indicated by an adult (or team of adults, or adults and student). 
(Advance animation)
These also include embedded supports that need to be turned on prior to a student taking the test online.
(Advance animation)
Again, non-digital (non-embedded) supports are THOSE SUPPLIED BY THE SCHOOL. As a special note, some of these designated supports both embedded and non-embedded are intended for English Learners. These are students whose primary language is not English.
(Advance animation)
Finally, accommodations are only available to students with an IEP or section 504 plan.
(Advance animation)
These also include  embedded and non-embedded (THOSE SUPPLIED BY THE SCHOOL).
(Advance animation)
Both Designated Supports and Accommodations on the embedded lists, require that they are selected prior to testing.
Therefore collecting this information is critical. More information about how to enter these Designated Supports and Accommodations will be discussed later in the presentation. Some accommodations have special requirements.
(Advance animation)
The read aloud and scribe non-embedded accommodations requires that teachers sign off and follow additional protocols.
(Advance animation)
Also,certain accommodations under non-embedded, those with a pound sign # require approval through the Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations  more about this later.  





http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Embedded-Universal-Tools-and-Online-Features-FINALnarrated_030415.pptx
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/KeyboardCommandsForStudents.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=2
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CT_Braille_Reqs_Manual_2014-15.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Scribing-Protocol.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Module-FINAL-narrated.pptx
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Module-FINAL-narrated.pptx
http://ct.portal.airast.org/
http://ct.portal.airast.org/

