
 
 
 
 

CRITERIA FOR “GOOD” PROBLEMS 
PreK-3 

 
 

1. It involves significant mathematics. 
 

2. It captures the interest of the children and required them to interpret meaning as a 
group. 

 
3. It allows for multiple entry points, solutions, and recording techniques. 

 
4. It encourages children to invent their own recording schemes and descriptive terms. 

 
5. It is easy to represent with physical materials as well as by drawing. 

 
6. It could be adapted to fit a variety of contexts, depending on the curriculum and the 

children’s interest. 
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