
GRADE FOUR – CONTENT STANDARD #2, 10 
 

FORMAL ASSESSMENT B 
Permission Granted 

 
VENDING MACHINES 

 
Carlos wants to buy a 75-cent snack from a vending machine.  The machine accepts only 
nickels, dimes, and quarters.  Carlos has 7 nickels, 5 dimes, and 2 quarters. 
 
1. What are all the possible ways that Carlos could pay for the snack?  You may use 

words or pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Which of your ways would use the fewest number of coins?  Explain why this is so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Which way would use the greatest number of coins? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Source:  A Collection of Performance Tasks and Rubrics – Primary School 
Mathematics, Eye on Education, Larchmont, NY] 
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