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Agenda

• Connecticut Association for Adult and Continuing Education 
(CAACE)

• ATDN

• CARS Merge Rules and Request Process

• Revised Provider Performance Summary (PPS)

• CARS Update

• GED Update

• BREAK

• CT Adult Virtual High School (CTAVHS)

• Transitional Services for Community College Students

• National External Diploma

• Federal Grant Update

• Professional Development Update

• State Grant Update



ATDN Update

• Incorporated College and Career Readiness (CCR) Standards 
into all professional development initiatives

• Continued technical assistance for STAR programs and 
STAR trained teachers

• State STAR trainers participated and successfully completed 
STAR recertification      Congratulations Aileen and Kristin

• Scored 1,408 writing samples for FY 2013-14 

• Delivered Disability Contact Person Training for all adult 
education program providers 

• Organized a successful 22nd Annual Conference on Serving 
Adults with Disabilities with Leslie Charles as keynote speaker 
for over 200 attendees at the Water’s Edge Conference Center



ATDN Update continued

• Coordinated with CASAS to provide a three and a half day 
NEDP New Advisor/Assessor Training based on the new 
online NEDP

• Continued to provide NEDP technical assistance and portfolio 
review to the field

• Presented two sessions of CCS regional facilitator meetings 
with participation from the bureau consultants

• Delivered CCS training to a broad range of state agency as 
well as adult education participants including a May session 
that addressed the ‘sun-setting’ of several CASAS test forms

• Continued to build on the adult numeracy and mathematics 
instruction PD from last year via the CT Adult and Numeracy 
Mathematics Institute (CANMI) while incorporating the CCR 
standards with participation from many programs



CARS ID Merge Records Rules
Original Student Data Kept:
 Demographics

 Entry Status – Radio buttons relative to disability, rural/urban and welfare 

 Reasons Enrolled – Radio Button - original student data kept

 Student Achievements – Radio Button – original student data kept

 Enrollments and Assessments – If duplicate enrollments are in the same

section and in the same fiscal year, original student enrollment kept

Assigned by random:
 Entry Status – Employment status if multiple will be assigned by random

Merged:
 Reasons Enrolled – Check boxes

 Student Achievements – Check boxes

 Enrollments and Assessments – If no duplicate enrollments 

 Transfer Credits – Unless identical in all respects

Most recent:
 Appraisals – score, even importing from another provider if necessary

 Practice GED – Most recent 10 records from original and duplicate(s)



CARS ID Merge Request Process

• A merge of a student record is initiated by the data 
administrator through CARS.

• Merge requests are attended to weekly, typically on 
Tuesday.

• In the event that the merge of records is not 
completed, an e-mail is sent to program data 
manager on file.

• The will contain the following:

Subject: CARS ID Merge Issues with Program Name

E-mail Content:  Pertinent Issues and Student IDs



CARS ID Merge Request Process



CARS ID Merge Process continued
• Data points checked

Name

Date of Birth

Social Security Number (where applicable)

• Different Dates of Birth - No Merge 

• Different Social Security Numbers - No Merge



Revised Provider Performance Summary 

(PPS)

Overall change in SCORING

• Points are awarded based on a calculated 

percentage 

• Previously, the percentage was the awarded 

points



Revised PPS continued

• Each measure within the categories of recruitment, 

retention, testing and performance has it’s own 

maximum percentage 

• The maximum total weights possible for all measures 

is now 75

• The PPS will continue to report Points Earned and 

Percentage of Attainable Points Earned

Weights Earned by Provider / Maximum Total Weights Possible 62 / 75

Percentage of Attainable Weights Earned by Provider  82.67% 



Revised PPS continued
Overall change in MEASURES

• Retention no longer calculates early retention

• Testing previously referred to as assessment
 no longer looks at percentage of pre-test takers or matched pairs versus

state average 

 calculates clean rates for pre-test and the same population who have a

pre/post-test

• Goal Setting no longer measured

• Performance now broken out by program type
 looks only at percentage of CDP students with at least 4 enrollments 

(previously grouped into greater or less than 11 credits)

diploma attainment will now only include CDP and NEDP



Connecticut Adult Reporting System 

(CARS) Update 
• Effective today, Friday, June 6, 2014, for FY 2014 
federal reporting accuracy, new data fields in CARS 
are being required and must be completed by the 
July 24, 2014, data entry deadline.

• The required new data fields pertain to “staff” 
designated as instructor or counselor. 
1. EIN must be 10 digits (mandatory)

2. Years of Experience Teaching (mandatory)

3. Full or Part Time Status (mandatory)

4. Data verify errors are now included for these fields

5. Beginning with FY 2015, there will be a stationary 
reminder in CARS to update the Years of Experience 
Teaching



CARS  Update continued

Staff Screen Changes for FY 2014



CARS Update continued

• Effective Friday, June 20, 2014, the FY 2014-15 

program year will be activated in CARS

• The CARS Student Information Form will be 

made available by June 27, 2014

• New and experienced user training dates have 

been scheduled for FY 2014-15, please refer to 

the May 19, 2014, Operational Memorandum 

#03-14

www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2620&Q=320706&sdePNavCtr=|45471|#45550

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2620&Q=320706&sdePNavCtr=|45471|#45550


GED Update



GED Update continued



GED Update continued



GED Update continued



GED Update continued

• Registration reminders

Counseling

60 day waiting period

Proper Spelling/Capitalization

Various e-mails

• Home school policy and procedures

Original letter of intent from district

• Identity and Residency 

May be mutually exclusive



GED Update continued
2014 GED® Test Resources

• GED® Training Courses - RLA & Math

• Brand Central
Sample Erasable Note Boards

• 2014 Computer-Based Test Tutorial (Spanish)
Online typing tutorials and games

• Math Formulas and AE Symbol Tool Explanation
Calculator Reference Guide

• Extended Response Answer Guidelines (Spanish)
AE Symbol Tool for Spanish Writing

Constructed Response: Extended Response Resource Guide 
and Scoring Tools

GED Ready Extended Response, Short Answer Prompts and 
Source Texts



BREAK



Connecticut Adult Virtual High School 

(CTAVHS) Update

New Fall Courses

 New versions of Geometry and Algebra courses
aligned with college and career readiness standards 

 Media Literacy will focus on critical thinking around
the messages delivered by the media

 Student Success will eventually replace the current
Orientation courses



CTAVHS Update continued

New Training/Support for Mentors

and Guidance Counselors

 Developing orientation for guidance counselors

 Developing support area for mentors

Upgrade of the Blackboard Learning System

 Same version as that used by the state college university 

system



Transitional Services for Community 

College Students

• Public Act 12-40 Response Strategy
o College level with embedded support

o Intensive college readiness

o Transitional support

• Allocation of Funds 

• Regional Planning Meetings



National External Diploma Program 

(NEDP)

• All new students entering NEDP beginning July 1, 

2014, will be in the web-based program 

• The paper/pencil version is no longer in use and 

a policy for discarding those materials will be 

forthcoming

• Training for new advisor/assessors will be 

provided later in August

• NEDP written prompt training coming soon!



Federal Grant Update

• FY 2015 federal funds were reduced 

approximately 2% 
• We are reviewing grants and funding

• Programs will be notified as soon as all numbers are 

final

• End of Year Reports (EOY)
• EOY Report forms will be sent out later this month

• Forms will be due to the Bureau on or before 

September 15, 2014



Adult Education Professional 

Development Update 

• Connecticut’s focus will continue to be on 

Math and English Language Arts curriculum 

based on the College and Career Readiness 

(CCR)standards

• Staff from the EastConn and New London pilot 

site programs will be presenting on their 

experience with implementing the CCR 

standards at the Summer Institute scheduled 

for August 20 and 21, 2014, at New Haven 

Adult Education, 580 Ella Grasso Boulevard



State Grant Update
FY 2013-14

• Final Adult Education State Grant Award Letters and 

ED-114 Budgets have been disseminated to all school 

districts via the State’s pre-payment Grant System

• The final state grant cap percentage was 5.25 percent based 
upon the ED-245 and ED-245A state grant revision 
application forms

• Final May payment for 2013-14 has been issued

oRemember Entitlement and Payment may be different

• ED-141 Statement of Expenditure Reports are due 
September 2, 2014



State Grant Update continued
FY 2013-14
• ED-244 and ED-244A- Adult Education Applications are currently being 

reviewed.  Unofficially there is an 8.37 percent cap

Uniform Chart of Accounts System
• Pursuant to Section 10-10c of the Connecticut General Statutes, the CSDE 

has developed a uniform system of accounting for school district revenues 
and expenditure reporting, using object code definitions from the U.S. 
Department of Education’s publication “Financial Accounting for Local and 
State School Systems”

• Per federal definition, an object is used to describe the service or 
commodity obtained as the result of a specific expenditure

• There are nine major object codes and secondary level detail codes 
referred to as master budget form object codes

• The FY 2014-15 Adult Education State Grant ED-114 Budget Forms for the 
ED-114 will be reflective of the new uniform chart of accounts system codes



Location for 2014 -15 Policy Forums

Courtyard by Marriott

4 Sebethe Drive

Cromwell, CT

Next Forum:

Friday, September 19, 2014

Have a great . . . 


