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What is
Cooperative Work Education/Diversified
Occupations (CWE/DO)?

« CWE/DO is one of the seven (7) recognized
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Program
Areas in Connecticut;

« CWE is offered in Connecticut's comprehensive
high schools and Connecticut Technical High
Schools; and

« CWE/Diversified Occupations (CWE/DOQO)
combines classroom instruction and paid, credit-
bearing Work-Based Learning.
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Classroom Instruction Component

« CWE/DO related classroom instruction provides classroom
Instruction as described in the Connecticut State Department
of Education Framework (2006-2007) and typically awards
one (1) credit;

 The framework is comprised of seven (7) Content Standards
for grades 9-12:

Career Readiness

Career Acquisition

Career Retention

Career Advancement

Integrated Learning and Life Skills
Technology and Information
Economics
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« A comprehensive CWE/DO Curriculum will be developed by
local school districts utilizing the framework.
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Work-Based Learning (WBL)
Component
In a CWE/DO program, students:

« Are placed in paid positions related to their career interests
after undergoing mandatory safety training such as “Talking
Safety/CT Edition”;

« Are monitored by a qualified teacher-coordinator at their high
school;

« Are mentored at their work site by an employee specifically
assigned to work with them,;

 Function under a Universal Structured WBL Plan; and

Can earn up to one (1) additional credit for their worksite

experience.
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Performance Standards/
Competencies

« Revised in 2015; and

* Pending the reauthorization of the Carl D.
Perkins Act, a work group will revise this
document.
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CWE Performance Standards and
Competencies

« 2015 Statewide CTE Assessment aligned 44% of
guestions to the CT Core Standards.

« Mathematics: The Eight Mathematical Practices.

« ELA: The Grade 11-12 Reading Standards for
Literacy in Science & Technical Subjects (RST).

« CWE concentrators are reported in the National
Career Cluster of Sales, Marketing and Services.
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Placements- CWE/DO

CWE/DO allows placement of students
throughout all occupational cluster areas:

1.
2.
3.
4.
D.
6.
7.

Agriculture

Business & Finance Technology
Diversified Occupations

Family and Consumer Sciences
Marketing Education

Medical Careers

Technology Education
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Placements- CWE (non-DO)

CWE (non-DO) restricts students” worksite
placement to the teacher’s endorsement area
related to the classroom instruction in:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Agriculture

Business & Finance Technology
Family and Consumer Sciences
Marketing Education

Medical Careers

Technology Education
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Program Model

A Cooperative Work Education/Diversified
Occupations (CWE/DO) coordinator must hold
a valid Connecticut teaching certificate with a
#104 cross endorsement to teach CWE/DO.
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Educator Certification

For initial endorsement:

« Holds a bachelor's degree from an approved institution;

« Holds or is eligible for a secondary-level certification in any
subject or field;

« Has completed one year of satisfactory non-teaching work
experience;

« Has completed three semester hours of credit in principles and
organization of cooperative work education; and

« Has completed three semester hours of credit in each of the
following:

» Foundations and Principles of Vocational Education;

» Labor Market Analysis Trends and Job Readiness; and

» A course of study in special education of not fewer than 36
clock hours.
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Approved Coursework Information

Central Connecticut State University (on campus with hybrid
option):

VTE 415 - Principles of Vocational Education

VTE 450 — Principles of Organizations of Cooperative Work Education
VTE 455 — Labor Market Trends & Student Job Readiness

SPED 315 - Introduction of Educating Learners with Exceptionalities

Contact:

Dr. James Delaura, Chair

Technology & Engineering Education K-12
Tel: 860-832-1850

E-mail: delaura@ccsu.edu

University of Nebraska (on-line courses):

(VTE 415) VOED 432/832P — Foundations & Contemporary Issues in
Vocational Education

(VTE 450) BSED 431/831- Coordinating Techniques (Formerly VOED
431/831

Foundations & Principles of Vocational Education)

Contact: Janet L. Lear at learj@unk.edu
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THANK YOU

Suzanne Loud
Associate Education Consultant
Career and Technical Education

Unit
suzanne.loud@ct.qov

(860) 713-6746
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