
 
 
Sample Items and Performance Tasks Released by Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium  

 
On October 9, 2012, the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium released sample items and 
performance tasks that are intended to help teachers, administrators and policymakers implement the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and prepare for the spring of 2015 administration of the Smarter 
Balanced assessments.  The samples provide an early look into the depth of understanding of the CCSS 
that will be measured by the Smarter Balanced assessment system.   
 
The sample items and tasks can be viewed by grade band (grades 3-5, 6-8, and high school) or content 
focus. They showcase the variety of item types—including technology-enhanced items and performance 
tasks—that will be included in the Smarter Balanced assessment system. In addition, items illustrating 
the connections across grades within the CCSS—as well as the range of student achievement within a 
computer adaptive test—are also available. Most constructed-response and technology-enhanced items 
can be scored automatically, and many items include downloadable scoring rubrics. 
 
While the items and tasks are not intended to be used as sample tests, educators can use them to begin 
planning the shifts in instruction that will be required to help students meet the demands of the new 
assessments.  Smarter Balanced welcomes feedback and questions on the sample items and tasks. 
Comments can be submitted through an online form. 
 

 

 

2012 NCTM Eastern Regional Conference in Hartford 

October 24-26 

More information on next page 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/computer-adaptive-testing/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks-questions-and-feedback/


World Class Math Professional 

Development in Hartford, CT 

Tel :  555 555 5555  

At the National Council of  

Teachers of  Mathematics Re-

gional Conference in Hart-

ford, educators at all levels 

will be brought together to 

enhance their professional 

skills, knowledge, and careers.  

This is an opportunity to 

make an investment in your 

students’ academic growth 

and success as well as meet  

professional development 

goals.  

By attending this conference, 

teachers will be able to select 

from more than 200 sessions 

and gallery workshops to par-

ticipate in.  

Teachers can expect to gain 

new strategies for creating 

and implementing Standards-

based lessons in ways that 

your students can better re-

late to the content, and thus 

achieve success on standard-

ized tests.  

In addition, educators will be 

able to learn about new class-

room resources and technolo-

gy, interact and network with 

colleagues, and bring back ac-

tivities and lesson plans that 

can immediately be imple-

mented in the classroom. 

Participation in this program 

will complement your school’s 

objectives as well as strength-

en professional learning.  

Teachers will return with re-

sources and share what they 

have learned on many levels.  

Associated Teachers  

of Mathematics  
In Connecticut 

Registration information and rates are available at: 

http://www.nctm.org/conferences/content.aspx?

id=32506 

 

Contact ATOMIC President—Lorrie Quirk with any 

questions at: quirkle5@sbcglobal.net 

 

Single Day Registration is Available. 

http://www.nctm.org/conferences/content.aspx?id=32506
http://www.nctm.org/conferences/content.aspx?id=32506
mailto:quirkle5@sbcglobal.net

