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PURPOSE OF THE INTERPRETIVE GUIDE 
 
The 2009 Interpretive Guide is designed to help parents, educators and students understand and 
explain the results of the Fourth Generation Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT). 
 
This guide describes the content of the CMT and the information reported on the individual, 
school and district reports. There are other score reports that have been provided to districts but 
are not described in this guide. However, the interpretation of these reports is similar to those 
presented in this guide. A complete list of the reports provided to each school district for the CMT 
can be found on page 90. 
 
Results of this administration of the CMT are also available on the CMT Online Reports Web site 
(www.ctreports.com). The Public Summary Performance Reports Web site is designed to provide 
district personnel and the public access to state, district and school performance results. The 
Individual Student Performance Reports Web site is secure and provides district personnel with 
individual performance results. 
 
It should be considered that test scores are only one measure of a student’s ability and should be 
used in conjunction with other information about the student’s achievement. The teacher’s 
knowledge of student characteristics and unique circumstances that might influence test 
performance should also be considered when interpreting individual test scores. 
 
General information about the CMT may be found at the CSDE Web site (www.ct.gov/sde); 
choose the Student Assessment link. General questions about the CMT should be directed to the 
Connecticut State Department of Education Student Assessment Office at 860-713-6860.  
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THE TESTS 
 
Each grade-level CMT is designed to assess essential mathematics, science (Grades 5 and 8), 
reading and writing skills that can reasonably be expected to be mastered by most students at the 
time of testing. The content areas focus on the following skills at each grade-level: 
 
Grade 3  

 
Mathematics: The Mathematics test assesses 18 specific content strands drawn from the four 
content standards in the Connecticut Mathematics Framework.  Emphasis is placed on both 
increased conceptual understanding and the application of skills. Test items evaluate a student’s 
ability to: 
 

 Use place value concepts to identify alternative forms of expressing whole numbers 
including expanded notation and regrouping. 

 Order and round whole numbers and locate points on number lines and scales. 
 Represent whole numbers and fractions using various forms, including numerical and 

pictorial representations. 
 Identify the appropriate operation and write a story problem to match a given number 

sentence. 
 Compute and estimate sums and differences of whole numbers. 
 Solve problems involving whole numbers and money amounts with and without 

extraneous information. 
 Use estimation strategies to determine the reasonableness of an answer. 
 Solve problems involving time. 
 Estimate lengths and areas. 
 Measure lengths and identify appropriate measurement units for a given situation. 
 Identify, classify and draw 2-dimensional shapes. 
 Read and interpret data in tables, graphs and charts and draw graphs using a given set of 

data. 
 Solve problems involving elementary notions of probability. 
 Sort and classify objects by a common attribute. 
 Extend or complete patterns involving whole numbers or attributes and identify or state 

rules for patterns.  
 
The test includes multiple-choice items and open-ended items that require students to write a 
response. Students may use rulers for certain sections of the test. Student scores are reported for 
the 18 content strands as well as a total raw score. 
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Reading: Reading consists of two test sessions – Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and 
Reading Comprehension. 
 
 The DRP is a holistic, multiple-choice measure of reading ability. The DRP includes 6 

passages and 42 test items. It is designed to measure a student’s ability to understand 
nonfiction passages on a graduated scale of reading difficulty. Student scores are reported as 
DRP unit scores. 

 
 The Reading Comprehension test consists of narrative and informational passages on a 

variety of topics. Multiple-choice questions that require students to select a response and 
open-ended questions that require students to write out a response follow each passage. A 
student’s reading ability is reported in four content strands: (1) Forming a General 
Understanding; (2) Developing Interpretation; (3) Making Reader/Text Connections; and (4) 
Examining the Content and Structure, as well as a total raw score. 

 
Writing: Writing consists of two test sessions – Direct Assessment of Writing and Editing & 
Revising. 
 
 The Direct Assessment of Writing requires students to respond to a prompt designed to 

elicit a narrative response within a forty-five minute period. The writing is judged as a first 
draft on the basis of the student’s demonstrated ability to communicate a message in a 
coherent fashion. The writing is scored holistically on a 6-point scale. Each paper is scored 
twice resulting in a score range of 2 to 12 points.  

 
 The Editing & Revising test is a multiple-choice measure reflecting the writing process. 

Students are given a series of brief scenarios and rough drafts followed by sets of questions. 
Student scores are reported for two content strands: (1) Composing/Revising and (2) Editing, 
as well as a total raw score. 

 
 
Degrees of Reading Power® is a registered trademark of Questar Assessments, Inc. 
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Grade 4 
 

Mathematics: The Mathematics test assesses 21specific content strands drawn from the four 
content standards in the Connecticut Mathematics Frameworks.  Emphasis is placed on both 
increased conceptual understanding and the application of skills. Test items evaluate a student’s 
ability to:  
 

 Use place value concepts to identify alternative forms of expressing whole numbers 
including expanded notation and regrouping. 

 Order whole numbers, fractions and decimals and round whole numbers and locate points 
on number lines and scales. 

 Represent fractions and decimals using various equivalent forms, including numerical and 
pictorial representations.   

 Identify the appropriate operation and write a story problem to match a given number 
sentence.  

 Compute and estimate sums, differences, products and quotients of whole numbers and 
money amounts. 

 Add and subtract simple fractions. 
 Solve problems involving whole numbers and money amounts with and without 

extraneous information. 
 Use estimation strategies to determine the reasonableness of an answer. 
 Solve problems involving time. 
 Estimate lengths and areas. 
 Measure lengths and identify appropriate measurement units for a given situation. 
 Identify, describe, classify and draw 2-dimensional geometric shapes. 
 Read and interpret data in tables, graphs and charts and draw graphs using a given set of 

data. 
 Solve problems involving elementary notions of probability. 
 Sort, classify and draw logical conclusions from data and solve problems involving the 

organization of data. 
 Extend or complete patterns involving whole numbers or attributes and identify or state 

rules for patterns. 
 Solve simple 1-step equations. 

 
The test includes multiple-choice items and open-ended items that require students to write a 
response. Students may use rulers for certain sections of the test. Student scores are reported for 
the 21 content strands as well as a total raw score. 
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Reading: Reading consists of two test sessions – Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and 
Reading Comprehension. 
 
 The DRP is a holistic, multiple-choice measure of reading ability. The DRP includes 6 

passages and 42 test items. It is designed to measure a student’s ability to understand 
nonfiction passages on a graduated scale of reading difficulty. Student scores are reported as 
DRP unit scores. 

 
 The Reading Comprehension test consists of narrative and informational passages on a 

variety of topics. Multiple-choice questions that require students to select a response and 
open-ended questions that require students to write out a response follow each passage. A 
student’s reading ability is reported in four content strands: (1) Forming a General 
Understanding; (2) Developing Interpretation; (3) Making Reader/Text Connections; and (4) 
Examining the Content and Structure, as well as a total raw score. 

 
Writing: Writing consists of two test sessions – Direct Assessment of Writing and Editing & 
Revising. 
 
 The Direct Assessment of Writing requires students to respond to a prompt designed to 

elicit a narrative response within a forty-five minute period. The writing is judged as a first 
draft on the basis of the student’s demonstrated ability to communicate a message in a 
coherent fashion. The writing is scored holistically on a 6-point scale. Each paper is scored 
twice resulting in a score range of 2 to 12 points.  

 
 The Editing & Revising test is a multiple-choice measure reflecting the writing process. 

Students are given a series of brief scenarios and rough drafts followed by sets of questions. 
Student scores are reported for two content strands: (1) Composing/Revising and (2) Editing, 
as well as a total raw score. 

 
 
Degrees of Reading Power® is a registered trademark of Questar Assessments, Inc. 
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Grade 5 
 

Mathematics: The Mathematics test assesses 23 specific content strands drawn from the four 
content standards in the Connecticut Mathematics Frameworks. Emphasis is placed on both 
increased conceptual understanding and the application of skills. Test items evaluate a student’s 
ability to: 
 

 Use place value concepts to identify alternative forms of expressing whole numbers 
including expanded notation and regrouping. 

 Represent fractions, mixed numbers and decimals using various equivalent forms, 
including numerical and pictorial representations. 

 Order whole numbers, fractions, mixed numbers and decimals, round whole numbers and 
decimals and locate points on number lines and scales. 

 Identify the appropriate operation and write a story problem to match a given number 
sentence. 

 Compute and estimate sums, differences, products and quotients of whole numbers and 
money amounts. 

 Add and subtract simple fractions. 
 Solve problems involving whole numbers and money amounts with and without 

extraneous information. 
 Use estimation strategies to determine the reasonableness of an answer. 
 Solve problems involving time. 
 Estimate lengths and areas. 
 Measure lengths, determine perimeters and areas, identify appropriate measurement units 

for a given situation and solve problems involving conversions of customary or metric units 
of linear measure. 

 Identify, describe, classify and draw 2-dimensional geometric shapes and figures. 
 Use spatial reasoning to solve problems involving symmetry, congruence and the location 

of points on grids. 
 Read and interpret data in tables, graphs and charts and draw graphs using a given set of 

data. 
 Identify or state a reasonable conclusion from data in tables, graphs and charts. 
 Solve problems involving elementary notions of probability and fairness. 
 Sort, classify and draw logical conclusions from data and solve problems involving the 

organization of data. 
 Extend or complete patterns involving numbers or attributes and identify or state rules for 

patterns. 
 Solve simple 1-step equations. 

 
The test includes multiple-choice items, grid-in items that require students to bubble the answer 
into a grid and open-ended items that require students to write a response.  Students may use 
calculators and/or rulers for certain sections of the test. Student scores are reported for the 23 
content strands as well as a total raw score. 
 

6 



CMT Interpretive Guide 
 

Science:  The elementary Science test is administered in Grade 5 and broadly assesses the 
content standards and expected performances described in the 2004 Core Science Curriculum 
Framework for Grades 3 - 5. The test is designed to measure students’ understanding of 
fundamental science concepts in life, physical and earth sciences, how those concepts apply to 
the real world and how empirical evidence is derived and critiqued through the practices of 
scientific inquiry. The test includes multiple-choice questions and open-ended questions that 
require students to write a response. 
Some questions assess understanding of scientific inquiry related to curriculum-embedded 
performance tasks completed in Grades 3 through 5. Questions that assess understanding of 
scientific inquiry do not require students to recall specific details of the performance tasks. 
 
Reading: Reading consists of two test sessions – Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and 
Reading Comprehension. 
 
 The DRP is a holistic, multiple-choice measure of reading ability. The DRP includes 7 

passages and 49 test items. It is designed to measure a student’s ability to understand 
nonfiction passages on a graduated scale of reading difficulty. Student scores are reported as 
DRP unit scores.  

 
 The Reading Comprehension test consists of narrative and informational passages on a 

variety of topics. Multiple-choice questions that require students to select a response and 
open-ended questions that require students to write out a response follow each passage. A 
student’s reading ability is reported in four content strands: (1) Forming a General 
Understanding; (2) Developing Interpretation; (3) Making Reader/Text Connections; and (4) 
Examining the Content and Structure, as well as a total raw score. 

 
Writing: Writing consists of two test sessions – Direct Assessment of Writing and Editing & 
Revising. 
 
 The Direct Assessment of Writing requires students to respond to a prompt designed to 

elicit an expository response within a forty-five minute period. The writing is judged as a first 
draft on the basis of the student’s demonstrated ability to communicate a message in a 
coherent fashion. The writing is scored holistically on a 6-point scale. Each paper is scored 
twice resulting in a score range of 2 to 12 points.  

 The Editing & Revising test is a multiple-choice measure reflecting the writing process. 
Students are given a series of brief scenarios and rough drafts followed by sets of questions. 
Student scores are reported for two content strands: (1) Composing/Revising and (2) Editing, 
as well as a total raw score. 

 
 
Degrees of Reading Power® is a registered trademark of Questar Assessments, Inc. 
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Grade 6 
 

Mathematics: The Mathematics test assesses 23 specific content strands drawn from the four 
content standards in the Connecticut Mathematics Frameworks. Emphasis is placed on both 
increased conceptual understanding and the application of skills. Test items evaluate a student’s 
ability to:     
 

 Use place value concepts to identify alternative forms of representing numbers using 
expanded notation and regrouping. 

 Represent fractions, mixed numbers, decimals and percents using various equivalent 
forms, including numerical and pictorial representations. 

 Order and round whole numbers, fractions, mixed numbers and decimals and locate 
points on number lines and scales. 

 Identify the appropriate operation and write a story problem to match a given equation. 
 Compute and estimate sums, differences, products and quotients of whole numbers and 

decimals.  
 Add, subtract and multiply fractions and mixed numbers. 
 Solve problems involving whole numbers, fractions and decimals with and without 

extraneous information. 
 Estimate solutions to problems and determine reasonable estimates to problems. 
 Solve problems involving ratios. 
 Estimate lengths, areas and angle measures. 
 Measure/determine perimeter, area and volume, identify appropriate measurement units 

for a given situation and solve problems involving conversions of customary or metric units 
of measure. 

 Identify, describe, classify and draw geometric shapes and figures. 
 Use spatial reasoning to solve problems involving symmetry, congruence, similarity, 

transformations and the location of points on grids. 
 Read and interpret data in tables, graphs and charts and draw graphs using a given set of 

data. 
 Identify a reasonable conclusion from data in tables, graphs and charts and solve 

problems involving measures of central tendency. 
 Solve problems involving elementary notions of probability and fairness. 
 Sort, classify and draw logical conclusions from data and solve problems involving the 

organization of data. 
 Extend or complete patterns involving numbers or attributes and identify or state rules for 

patterns. 
 Solve simple 1-step equations and use formulas to solve problems. 

 
The test includes multiple-choice items, grid-in items that require students to bubble the answer 
into a grid and open-ended items that require students to write a response. Students may use 
calculators and/or rulers for certain sections of the test. Student scores are reported for the 23 
content strands as well as a total raw score. 
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Reading: Reading consists of two test sessions – Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and 
Reading Comprehension. 
 
 The DRP is a holistic, multiple-choice measure of reading ability. The DRP includes 7 

passages and 49 test items. It is designed to measure a student’s ability to understand 
nonfiction passages on a graduated scale of reading difficulty. Student scores are reported as 
DRP unit scores.  

 
 The Reading Comprehension test consists of narrative and informational passages on a 

variety of topics. Multiple-choice questions that require students to select a response and 
open-ended questions that require students to write out a response follow each passage. A 
student’s reading ability is reported in four content strands: (1) Forming a General 
Understanding; (2) Developing Interpretation; (3) Making Reader/Text Connections; and (4) 
Examining the Content and Structure, as well as a total raw score. 

 
Writing: Writing consists of two test sessions – Direct Assessment of Writing and Editing & 
Revising. 
 
 The Direct Assessment of Writing requires students to respond to a prompt designed to 

elicit an expository response within a forty-five minute period. The writing is judged as a first 
draft on the basis of the student’s demonstrated ability to communicate a message in a 
coherent fashion. The writing is scored holistically on a 6-point scale. Each paper is scored 
twice resulting in a score range of 2 to 12 points.  

 
 The Editing & Revising test is a multiple-choice measure reflecting the writing process. 

Students are given a series of brief scenarios and rough drafts followed by sets of questions. 
Student scores are reported for two content strands: (1) Composing/Revising and (2) Editing, 
as well as a total raw score. 

 
 
Degrees of Reading Power® is a registered trademark of Questar Assessments, Inc. 
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Grade 7 
 
Mathematics: The Mathematics test assesses 23 specific content strands drawn from the four 
content standards in the Connecticut Mathematics Frameworks.  Emphasis is placed on both 
increased conceptual understanding and the application of skills. Test items evaluate a student’s 
ability to:  
 

 Use place value concepts to identify alternative forms of representing numbers using 
expanded form and scientific notation. 

 Represent fractions, mixed numbers, decimals and percents using various equivalent 
forms, including numerical and pictorial representations. 

 Order and round whole numbers, fractions, mixed numbers and decimals and locate 
integers, fractions, mixed numbers and decimals on number lines and scales. 

 Identify the appropriate operation and write a story problem to match a given equation. 
 Compute and estimate sums, differences, products and quotients of whole numbers and 

decimals. 
 Add, subtract and multiply fractions and mixed numbers and add integers. 
 Solve problems involving whole numbers, fractions, mixed numbers and decimals with and 

without extraneous information. 
 Estimate solutions to problems and determine reasonable estimates to problems. 
 Compute with percents and solve problems involving ratios, proportions and percents.  
 Estimate lengths, areas and angle measures. 
 Measure/determine perimeter, area and volume, identify appropriate measurement units 

for a given situation and solve problems involving conversions of customary or metric units 
of measure. 

 Identify, describe, classify and draw geometric shapes and figures. 
 Use spatial reasoning to solve problems involving symmetry, congruence, similarity, 

transformations and the location of points on grids; relate 2- and 3-dimensional 
representations of objects. 

 Read and interpret data in tables, graphs and charts and draw graphs using a given set of 
data. 

 Identify or state a reasonable conclusion from data in tables, graphs and charts and solve 
problems involving measures of central tendency. 

 Solve problems involving elementary notions of probability, fairness and expected 
outcomes. 

 Sort, classify and draw logical conclusions from data and solve problems involving the 
organization of data. 

 Extend or complete patterns involving numbers or attributes and identify or state rules for 
patterns. 

 Evaluate algebraic and numerical expressions, represent situations with algebraic 
expressions and solve equations. 

 
The test includes multiple-choice items, grid-in items that require students to bubble the answer 
into a grid and open-ended items that require students to write a response. Students may use 
calculators and/or rulers for certain sections of the test. Student scores are reported for the 23 
content strands as well as a total raw score. 
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Reading: Reading consists of two test sessions – Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and 
Reading Comprehension. 
 
 The DRP is a holistic, multiple-choice measure of reading ability. The DRP includes 7 

passages and 49 test items. It is designed to measure a student’s ability to understand 
nonfiction passages on a graduated scale of reading difficulty. Student scores are reported as 
DRP unit scores. 

 
 The Reading Comprehension test consists of narrative and informational passages on a 

variety of topics. Multiple-choice questions that require students to select a response and 
open-ended questions that require students to write out a response follow each passage. A 
student’s reading ability is reported in four content strands: (1) Forming a General 
Understanding; (2) Developing Interpretation; (3) Making Reader/Text Connections; and (4) 
Examining the Content and Structure, as well as a total raw score. 

 
Writing: Writing consists of two test sessions – Direct Assessment of Writing and Editing & 
Revising. 

  
 The Direct Assessment of Writing requires students to respond to a prompt designed to 

elicit a persuasive response within a forty-five minute period. The writing is judged as a first 
draft on the basis of the student’s demonstrated ability to communicate a message in a 
coherent fashion. The writing is scored holistically on a 6-point scale. Each paper is scored 
twice resulting in a score range of 2 to 12 points.  

 
 The Editing & Revising test is a multiple-choice measure reflecting the writing process. 

Students are given a series of brief scenarios and rough drafts followed by sets of questions. 
Student scores are reported for two content strands: (1) Composing/Revising and (2) Editing, 
as well as a total raw score. 

 
 
Degrees of Reading Power® is a registered trademark of Questar Assessments, Inc. 
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Grade 8 
 
Mathematics: The Mathematics test assesses 21 specific content strands drawn from the four 
content standards in the Connecticut Mathematics Frameworks.  Emphasis is placed on both 
increased conceptual understanding and the application of skills. Test items evaluate a student’s 
ability to:  
 

 Use place value concepts to identify alternative forms of representing numbers using 
scientific notation. 

 Represent fractions, mixed numbers, decimals and percents using various equivalent 
forms, including numerical and pictorial representations. 

 Order and round fractions, mixed numbers and decimals; and locate fractions, mixed 
numbers, decimals and integers on number lines and scales. 

 Identify the appropriate operation and write a story problem to match a given equation. 
 Compute and estimate sums, differences, products and quotients of whole numbers and 

decimals.  
 Add, subtract and multiply fractions and mixed numbers and add or multiply integers. 
 Solve problems involving whole numbers, fraction, mixed numbers and decimals with and 

without extraneous information. 
 Estimate solutions to problems and determine reasonable estimates to problems. 
 Compute with percents and solve problems involving ratios, proportions and percents. 
 Estimate lengths, areas, volumes and angle measures. 
 Measure/determine perimeter, area and volume and solve problems involving conversions 

of customary or metric units of measure. 
 Identify, describe, classify and draw geometric shapes and figures. 
 Use spatial reasoning to solve problems involving congruence, similarity, transformations 

and the location of points on four-quadrant coordinate grids; relate 2- and 3-dimensional 
representations of objects. 

 Read and interpret data in tables, graphs and charts and draw graphs using a given set of 
data. 

 Identify or state a reasonable conclusion from data in tables, graphs and charts and solve 
problems involving measures of central tendency. 

 Solve problems involving elementary notions of probability, fairness and expected 
outcomes. 

 Sort, classify and draw logical conclusions from data and solve problems involving the 
organization of data. 

 Extend or complete patterns involving numbers or attributes and identify or state rules for 
patterns. 

 Evaluate algebraic and numerical expressions, represent situations with algebraic 
expressions and solve equations. 
 

The test includes multiple-choice items, grid-in items that require students to bubble the answer 
into a grid and open-ended items that require students to write a response. Students may use 
calculators and/or rulers for certain sections of the test. Student scores are reported for the 21 
content strands as well as a total raw score. 
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Science:  The middle grades Science test is administered in Grades 8 and broadly assesses the 
content standards and expected performances described in the 2004 Core Science Curriculum 
Framework for Grades 6 - 8. The test is designed to measure students’ understanding of 
fundamental science concepts in life, physical and earth sciences, how those concepts apply to 
the real world and how empirical evidence is derived and critiqued through the practices of 
scientific inquiry. The test includes multiple-choice questions and open-ended questions that 
require students to write a response. 
 
Some questions assess understanding of scientific inquiry related to curriculum-embedded 
performance tasks completed in Grades 6 through 8. Questions that assess understanding of 
scientific inquiry do not require students to recall specific details of the performance tasks. 

 
Reading: Reading consists of two test sessions – Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and 
Reading Comprehension. 
 
 The DRP is a holistic, multiple-choice measure of reading ability. The DRP includes 7 

passages and 49 test items. It is designed to measure a student’s ability to understand 
nonfiction passages on a graduated scale of reading difficulty. Student scores are reported as 
DRP unit scores. 

 
 The Reading Comprehension test consists of narrative and informational passages on a 

variety of topics. Multiple-choice questions that require students to select a response and 
open-ended questions that require students to write out a response follow each passage. A 
student’s reading ability is reported in four content strands: (1) Forming a General 
Understanding; (2) Developing Interpretation; (3) Making Reader/Text Connections; and (4) 
Examining the Content and Structure, as well as a total raw score. 

 
Writing: Writing consists of two test sessions – Direct Assessment of Writing and Editing & 
Revising. 

  
 The Direct Assessment of Writing requires students to respond to a prompt designed to 

elicit a persuasive response within a forty-five minute period. The writing is judged as a first 
draft on the basis of the student’s demonstrated ability to communicate a message in a 
coherent fashion. The writing is scored holistically on a 6-point scale. Each paper is scored 
twice resulting in a score range of 2 to 12 points.  

 
 The Editing & Revising test is a multiple-choice measure reflecting the writing process. 

Students are given a series of brief scenarios and rough drafts followed by sets of questions. 
Student scores are reported for two content strands: (1) Composing/Revising and (2) Editing, 
as well as a total raw score. 

 
 
Degrees of Reading Power® is a registered trademark of Questar Assessments, Inc. 
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ASSESSING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE SPECIAL EDUCATION 
SERVICES 
 
Students who receive special education services may not be exempted from participation in the 
testing program. These students must either participate in the standard grade-level CMT, with 
any accommodations called for in their Individual Education Program (IEP), the CMT Skills 
Checklist, or the CMT Modified Assessment System (MAS) for mathematics and/or reading. 
 
CMT Skills Checklist 
 
The CMT Skills Checklist is designed for students with significant cognitive impairments. 
 
A student assessed with the CMT Skills Checklist cannot be assessed using a combination of 
other assessment options (i.e., the standard grade-level CMT or CMT MAS).  
 
CMT Modified Assessment System (MAS) 
 
The CMT Modified Assessment System (MAS) is an alternate assessment based on modified 
achievement standards for mathematics and reading. Students assessed with the CMT MAS in 
mathematics and/or reading must participate in the standard grade-level CMT for all other content 
areas. 
 
See the Assessment Guidelines for information concerning the CMT Skills Checklist, CMT MAS 
and accommodations available for students receiving special education services. The most 
current edition of the Assessment Guidelines is available on the CSDE Web site at:  
 
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/agl/index.htm. 
 
 
 
 

ASSESSING ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL)  
 
English language learners who are enrolled for the first time in a U.S. school for twelve months or 
less and have been administered the Language Assessment Scales (LAS-Links) at least once 
since March 2, 2008, may be exempted from the Reading Comprehension, DRP, Editing & 
Revising and Direct Assessment of Writing tests. These students must take the Mathematics and 
Science (Grades 5 and 8) tests with accommodations, if necessary. All other ELL students must 
be tested in all areas of the CMT with accommodations, if necessary. 
 
See the Assessment Guidelines for specific information concerning the accommodations 
available for students who are ELL. The most current edition of the Assessment Guidelines 
document is available on the CSDE Web site at: 
  
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/agl/index.htm. 
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THE SCORES 
 
The standard CMT is a criterion-referenced test based on the Connecticut curriculum frameworks 
that assesses how well each student is performing on those skills, or content strands, identified 
by content experts and practicing educators as important for students to have mastered. Because 
there are multiple content strands in the Mathematics, Reading Comprehension and Editing & 
Revising tests, mastery standards have been established for each of the content strands in these 
three tests. These criterion scores are used to determine whether or not students have attained 
mastery on particular content strands. If a student’s score is equal to or greater than the mastery 
criterion, the student is considered to have mastered that particular content strand. 
 
Raw scores for the science test (Grades 5 and 8) are reported for each content strand and 
dimension. There are no established mastery standards for this test. 
 
The Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and the Direct Assessment of Writing tests, however, are 
considered to be holistic measures; therefore, there are no established strands or mastery 
standards for these tests. Rather, the DRP yields a DRP Unit Score, which is produced by 
applying a conversion formula to the student’s raw score (i.e. number of points earned). The 
Direct Assessment of Writing yields a single holistic writing score that ranges from 2 to 12. Please 
note that in writing a student may receive an NS, non-scorable, if his or her writing falls into one 
of the following categories: 
 

(1) Writing sample is a copy of the prompt, 
(2) Sample is written in a foreign language, 
(3) Sample is too short to score,  
(4) Sample is illegible, or 
(5) Student wrote about something other than the topic indicated by the prompt. 

 
In addition to these scores, a scale score ranging from 100 to 400 was generated for each of the 
content areas: mathematics, science (Grades 5 and 8), reading and writing. For each content 
area, scale scores are based on the raw scores. These raw scores are transformed into scale 
scores in order to ensure accurate comparisons of student performance across different forms of 
the test by adjusting for slight differences in difficulty between test forms. Established 
psychometric procedures are used to ensure that a given scale score represents the same level 
of performance regardless of the form of the test. For example, if a student receives a scale score 
of 270 on one form of the test and another student earns a 270 on a later form of the same test, 
the scaling process ensures that both scores represent the same level of performance. Based on 
this, scale scores are especially suitable for comparing the performance of different groups of 
students from year to year and for maintaining the same performance standard across the years. 
While scale scores are comparable across forms in a given subject area within the same grade, 
they are not comparable across subject areas or grades. For instance, a scale score on the 
Mathematics test should not be compared with a scale score on the Reading test, nor should a 
scale score on a third-grade test be compared with a scale score on a fourth-grade test. 
 
State standards have been established in the areas of mathematics, science (Grades 5 and 8), 
reading and writing. These state standards represent high expectations and high levels of 
achievement for Connecticut public school children. The state standards for each content area 
are based upon the scale scores developed for that area. In mathematics, the scale score is 
based directly on the mathematics raw score, which is the total number of points earned by the 
student. In the area of reading, student performance on the DRP and the Reading 
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Comprehension tests have been combined with equal weighting (50% – 50%) to produce one 
score which has been converted to a scale score. Similarly, in the area of writing, student 
performance on the Direct Assessment of Writing and the Editing & Revising test sessions have 
been combined, with 60% weighting for the Direct Assessment of Writing and 40% for the Editing 
& Revising, to produce one score which has been converted to a scale score. Information 
regarding the calculation of scale scores can be found in the CMT Technical Bulletin available on 
the CSDE Web site (www.ct.gov/sde). 
 
The Connecticut State Board of Education approved four standards for the areas of mathematics, 
science, reading and writing. Student performance can be categorized into one of five levels: 
Advanced, Goal, Proficient, Basic and Below Basic. The top two levels (Advanced and Goal) 
define the Goal Range. 
 
The mastery criteria and state standards for each grade are summarized on the next two pages. 
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MASTERY CRITERIA 
 

Content Strand Grade 

Mathematics 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Total Strands 18 21 23 23 23 21 

 3 of 4  3 of 4  3 of 4  3 of 4  3 of 4  3 of 4  

 4 of 6 4 of 6 4 of 6 4 of 6 4 of 6 4 of 6 

 6 of 8 6 of 8 6 of 8 6 of 8 6 of 8 6 of 8 

    7 of 10 7 of 10 7 of 10 

      8 of 12 

Editing & Revising 

Composing/Revising 12 of 16 12 of 16 13 of 18 13 of 18 15 of 20 15 of 20 

Editing 12 of 16 12 of 16 13 of 18 13 of 18 15 of 20 15 of 20 

Reading Comprehension 

Forming a General 
Understanding   

10 of 14 8 of 12 7 of 11 7 of 11 7 of 10 7 of 10 

Developing     
Interpretation 

6 of 9 7 of 10 7 of 10 7 of 10 7 of 10 7 of 10 

Making Reader/Text 
Connections 

6 of 8 6 of 8 6 of 8 6 of 8 6 of 8 6 of 8 

Examining the Content 
and Structure 

6 of 9 7 of 10 7 of 11 7 of 11 8 of 12 8 of 12 

 
 

NOTE: There are no mastery criteria established for the Science test. 
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GOAL RANGE FOR THE CONNECTICUT MASTERY TEST 
 

Content 
Area 

Grade 

 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Mathematics 242 - 400 245 - 400 245 - 400 244 - 400 246 - 400 245 - 400 
Science NA NA 248 - 400 NA NA 244 - 400 
Reading 235 - 400 244 - 400 230 - 400 236 - 400 222 - 400 232 - 400 
Writing 240 - 400 237 - 400 238 - 400 237 - 400 236 - 400 236 - 400 
 

STANDARDS BY PERFORMANCE LEVEL 
 
Content Area Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

Mathematics 
   Advanced  288 - 400 290 - 400 293 - 400 285 - 400 290 - 400 287 - 400 
   Goal  242 - 287 245 - 289 245 - 292 244 - 284 246 - 289 245 - 286 
   Proficient  210 - 241 215 - 244 215 - 244 214 - 243 216 - 245 214 - 244 
   Basic  187 - 209 194 - 214 191 - 214 190 - 213 191 - 215 191 - 213 
   Below Basic  100 - 186  100 - 193 100 - 190 100 - 189 100 - 190  100 - 190 

Science 
   Advanced  NA NA 300 - 400 NA NA 299 - 400 
   Goal  NA NA 248 - 299 NA NA 244 - 298 
   Proficient  NA NA 213 - 247 NA NA 221 - 243 
   Basic  NA NA 188 - 212 NA NA 202 - 220 
   Below Basic  NA NA 100 - 187 NA NA 100 - 201 

Reading 
   Advanced  279 - 400 295 - 400 279 - 400 289 - 400 273 - 400 282 - 400 
   Goal  235 - 278 244 - 294 230 - 278 236 - 288 222 - 272 232 - 281 
   Proficient  217 - 234 227 - 243 215 - 229 220 - 235 208 - 221 219 - 231 
   Basic  202 - 216 213 - 226 203 - 214 207 - 219 194 - 207 206 - 218 
   Below Basic  100 - 201  100 - 212 100 - 202 100 - 206 100 - 193  100 - 205 

Writing 
   Advanced  287 - 400  281 - 400 284 - 400 284 - 400 270 - 400 283 - 400 
   Goal  240 - 286 237 - 280 238 - 283 237 - 283 236 - 269 236 - 282 
   Proficient  212 - 239 209 - 236 209 - 237 211 - 236 213 - 235 212 - 235 
   Basic  188 - 211 185 - 208 186 - 208 185 - 210 192 - 212 189 - 211 
   Below Basic  100 - 187  100 - 184 100 - 185 100 - 184 100 - 191  100 - 188 
 
The scale scores for the Mathematics, Science (Grades 5 and 8), Reading and Writing tests 
range from 100 to 400. Note that the Writing scale score and the Reading scale score are 
composite scores and that the score for all content areas is based on the total number of points 
earned on each test session and not on the number of content strands mastered. For example, it 
is possible that two different students could have mastered the same number of content strands, 
but have different scale scores. 
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CUSTOMIZED MESSAGES/PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS 
 
Customized Messages 
 
A customized message (Performance Level Literal) appears on each student’s Individual Student 
Report in each of the content areas of mathematics, science (Grades 5 and 8), reading and 
writing. These messages are intended to help parents and educators understand the general 
characteristics of students who score at a particular performance level. The Performance Level 
Literals on the following pages are the same as the messages that appear on the Individual 
Student Report. 
 
NOTE: For this pilot year, a performance level literal is not included in the customized message 
for students assessed with the CMT Modified Assessment System (MAS). 
 
Performance Level Descriptors 
 
In addition to the customized messages, more detailed information about each performance level 
is provided in the Performance Level Descriptors for Mathematics, Reading and Writing and the 
Performance Level Descriptors for Science. The Performance Level Descriptors were developed 
by teachers and curriculum experts to reflect the grade-level content standards included in the 
Connecticut curriculum frameworks in the areas of mathematics, science, reading and writing. 
The curriculum frameworks define what a student is expected to know and be able to do in 
specific curriculum content areas at each grade-level. The Performance Level Descriptors 
describe the typical performance and level of content knowledge represented by a range of CMT 
scale scores. This information provides an overview of the extent to which a student is meeting 
the expectations of the content standards included in the curriculum frameworks. The 
Performance Level Descriptors are organized by content area, i.e., mathematics, science, 
reading and writing. Within each content area, the Performance Level Descriptors are arranged 
from highest to lowest: Advanced, Goal, Proficient, Basic and Below Basic. 
 
The CMT Performance Level Descriptors are available on the CSDE Web site at:  
 
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/cmt/resources.htm. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR MATHEMATICS 
 

GRADE 3 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

288 - 400 
Advanced 

Generally, third-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
exceptional knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-
developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an advanced ability to solve complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math 
problems are well organized and include clear and concise explanations.  

242 - 287 
Goal 

Generally, third-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate extensive 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-developed 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are organized 
and include clear and concise explanations. 

210 - 241 
Proficient 

Generally, third-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate adequate 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate adequate 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are adequate 
and include sufficient explanations. 

187 - 209 
Basic 

Generally, third-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate partially 
developed knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate 
partially developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-
solving skills, as well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math 
problems are unorganized and include minimal explanations.  

100 - 186 
Below Basic 

Generally, third-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate limited 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate limited 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are inadequate 
and lack explanations.  
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR MATHEMATICS  
 

GRADE 4 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

290 - 400 
Advanced 

Generally, fourth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
exceptional knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-
developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an advanced ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical 
problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are 
well organized and include clear and concise explanations. 

245 - 289 
Goal 

Generally, fourth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate extensive 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-developed 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are organized 
and include clear and concise explanations.  

215 - 244 
Proficient 

Generally, fourth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate adequate 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate adequate 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are adequate 
and include sufficient explanations.  

194 - 214 
Basic 

Generally, fourth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate partially 
developed knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate 
partially developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-
solving skills, as well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math 
problems are unorganized and include minimal explanations.  

100 - 193 
Below Basic 

Generally, fourth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate limited 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate limited 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are inadequate 
and lack explanations. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR MATHEMATICS 
 

GRADE 5 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

293 - 400 
Advanced 

Generally, fifth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
exceptional knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-
developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an advanced ability to solve complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math 
problems are well organized and include clear and concise explanations. 

245 - 292 
Goal 

Generally, fifth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate extensive 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-developed 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are organized 
and include clear and concise explanations. 

215 - 244 
Proficient 

Generally, fifth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate adequate 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate adequate 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are adequate 
and include sufficient explanations. 

191 - 214 
Basic 

Generally, fifth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate partially 
developed knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate 
partially developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-
solving skills, as well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math 
problems are unorganized and include minimal explanations. 

100 - 190 
Below Basic 

Generally, fifth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate limited 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate limited 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are inadequate 
and lack explanations. 
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 UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR MATHEMATICS 
 

GRADE 6 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

285 - 400 
Advanced 

Generally, sixth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
exceptional knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-
developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an advanced ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical 
problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are 
well organized and include clear and concise explanations. 

244 - 284 
Goal 

Generally, sixth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate extensive 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-developed 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are organized 
and include clear and concise explanations. 

214 - 243 
Proficient 

Generally, sixth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate adequate 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate adequate 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are adequate 
and include sufficient explanations.  

190 - 213 
Basic 

Generally, sixth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate partially 
developed knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate 
partially developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-
solving skills, as well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math 
problems are unorganized and include minimal explanations. 

100 - 189 
Below Basic 

Generally, sixth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate limited 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate limited 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are inadequate 
and lack explanations. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR MATHEMATICS 
 

GRADE 7 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

290 - 400 
Advanced 

Generally, seventh-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
exceptional knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-
developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an advanced ability to solve complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math 
problems are well organized and include clear and concise explanations. 

246 - 289 
Goal 

Generally, seventh-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
extensive knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-
developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical 
problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are 
organized and include clear and concise explanations.  

216 - 245 
Proficient 

Generally, seventh-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
adequate knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate 
adequate conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical 
problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are 
adequate and include sufficient explanations. 

191 - 215 
Basic 

Generally, seventh-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
partially developed knowledge of grade-level content. These students 
demonstrate partially developed conceptual understanding, computational skills 
and problem-solving skills, as well as a limited ability to solve complex and 
abstract mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide 
to math problems are unorganized and include minimal explanations. 

100 - 190 
Below Basic 

Generally, seventh-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate limited 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate limited 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are inadequate 
and lack explanations.  
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR MATHEMATICS 
 

GRADE 8 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

287 - 400 
Advanced 

Generally, eighth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
exceptional knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-
developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an advanced ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical 
problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are 
well organized and include clear and concise explanations. 

245 - 286 
Goal 

Generally, eighth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
extensive knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate well-
developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are organized 
and include clear and concise explanations. 

214 - 244 
Proficient 

Generally, eighth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate 
adequate knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate 
adequate conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving 
skills, as well as an ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are adequate 
and include sufficient explanations. 

191 - 213 
Basic 

Generally, eighth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate partially 
developed knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate 
partially developed conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-
solving skills, as well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Typically, the solutions these students provide to math 
problems are unorganized and include minimal explanations.  

100 - 190 
Below Basic 

Generally, eighth-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate limited 
knowledge of grade-level content. These students demonstrate limited 
conceptual understanding, computational skills and problem-solving skills, as 
well as a limited ability to solve complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
Typically, the solutions these students provide to math problems are inadequate 
and lack explanations. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR SCIENCE 
 

GRADE 5 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

300 - 400 
Advanced 

Generally, fifth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate an 
exceptional understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 
3 - 5. These students demonstrate superior competency to analyze and evaluate 
the quality of data and apply content knowledge to effectively communicate their 
understanding of the natural world. 

248 - 299 
Goal 

Generally, fifth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate a strong 
understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 3 - 5. These 
students demonstrate superior competency to analyze and evaluate the quality 
of data and apply content knowledge to effectively communicate their 
understanding of the natural world. 

213 - 247 
Proficient 

Generally, fifth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate an adequate 
understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 3 - 5. These 
students demonstrate some competency to analyze and evaluate the quality of 
data and apply content knowledge to communicate their understanding of the 
natural world. 

188 - 212 
Basic 

Generally, fifth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate partial 
understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 3 - 5. These 
students demonstrate limited competency to analyze and evaluate the quality of 
data and apply content knowledge to communicate their understanding of the 
natural world. 

100 - 187 
Below Basic 

Generally, fifth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate a limited 
understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 3 - 5. These 
students do not demonstrate competency to analyze and evaluate the quality of 
data and apply content knowledge to communicate their understanding of the 
natural world. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR SCIENCE 
 

GRADE 8 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

290 - 400 
Advanced 

Generally, eighth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate an 
exceptional understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 
6 - 8. These students demonstrate superior competency to analyze and evaluate 
the quality of data and apply content knowledge to effectively communicate their 
understanding of the natural world. 

244 - 298 
Goal 

Generally, eighth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate a strong 
understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 6 - 8. These 
students demonstrate competency to analyze and evaluate the quality of data 
and apply content knowledge to effectively communicate their understanding of 
the natural world. 

221 - 243 
Proficient 

Generally, eighth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate an 
adequate understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 6 
- 8. These students demonstrate some competency to analyze and evaluate the 
quality of data and apply content knowledge to communicate their understanding 
of the natural world. 

202 - 220 
Basic 

Generally, eighth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate partial 
understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 6 - 8. These 
students demonstrate limited competency to analyze and evaluate the quality of 
data and apply content knowledge to communicate their understanding of the 
natural world. 

100 - 201 
Below Basic 

Generally, eighth-grade students who score at this level demonstrate a limited 
understanding of the scientific concepts and inquiry skills for Grades 6 - 8. These 
students do not demonstrate competency to analyze and evaluate the quality of 
data and apply content knowledge to communicate their understanding of the 
natural world. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR READING 

GRADE 3 

Reading scale scores and state Reading standards are based on a combination of scores from 
the Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and Reading Comprehension tests. Each test accounts 
for 50 percent of the total reading scale score. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

279 - 400 
Advanced 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and 
informational texts without assistance. Students at this level effectively use 
sophisticated strategies before, during and after reading to understand, interpret 
and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate an 
expert ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-
appropriate text. 

235 - 278 

Goal 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and 
informational texts with minimal assistance. Students at this level consistently 
use effective strategies before, during and after reading to understand, interpret 
and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate a 
consistent ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-
appropriate text. 

217 - 234 

Proficient 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and 
informational texts with some assistance. Students at this level effectively use 
some strategies before, during and after reading to understand and interpret 
grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate an adequate ability to 
analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

202 - 216 

Basic 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a limited 
ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and informational texts 
and require assistance to complete many reading tasks. Students at this level 
use some strategies before, during and after reading to understand and interpret 
grade-appropriate text, but efficient strategy usage may be inconsistent. 
Students at this level demonstrate a limited ability to analyze words in context to 
construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

100 - 201 
Below Basic 

Third-grade students who perform at this level demonstrate a very limited ability 
to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and informational texts and 
require significant assistance to complete most reading tasks. Students at this 
level are not able to use strategies to understand and interpret grade-
appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate a very limited ability to 
analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR READING 

GRADE 4 

Reading scale scores and state Reading standards are based on a combination of scores from 
the Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and Reading Comprehension tests. Each test accounts 
for 50 percent of the total reading scale score. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

295 - 400 
Advanced 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and 
informational texts without assistance. Students at this level effectively use 
sophisticated strategies before, during and after reading to understand, interpret 
and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate an 
expert ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-
appropriate text. 

244 - 294 

Goal 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and 
informational texts with minimal assistance. Students at this level consistently 
use effective strategies before, during and after reading to understand, interpret 
and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate a 
consistent ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-
appropriate text. 

227 - 243 

Proficient 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and 
informational texts with some assistance. Students at this level effectively use 
some strategies before, during and after reading to understand and interpret 
grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate an adequate ability to 
analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

213 - 226 

Basic 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
limited ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and informational 
texts and require assistance to complete many reading tasks. Students at this 
level use some strategies before, during and after reading to understand and 
interpret grade-appropriate text, but efficient strategy usage may be inconsistent. 
Students at this level demonstrate a limited ability to analyze words in context to 
construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

100 - 212 
Below Basic 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a very 
limited ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary and informational 
texts and require significant assistance to complete most reading tasks. Students 
at this level are not able to use strategies to understand and interpret grade-
appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate a very limited ability to 
analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR READING 

GRADE 5 

Reading scale scores and state Reading standards are based on a combination of scores from 
the Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and Reading Comprehension tests. Each test accounts 
for 50 percent of the total reading scale score. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

279 - 400 
Advanced 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts without assistance. Students at this level 
effectively use sophisticated strategies before, during and after reading to 
understand, interpret and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate an expert ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning 
from grade-appropriate text. 

230 - 278 
Goal 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts with minimal assistance. Students at this 
level consistently use effective strategies before, during and after reading to 
understand, interpret and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate a consistent ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning 
from grade-appropriate text. 

215 - 229 
Proficient 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts with some assistance. Students at this level 
effectively use some strategies before, during and after reading to understand 
and interpret grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate an 
adequate ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-
appropriate text. 

203 - 214 
Basic 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a limited 
ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational and 
reading-to-perform-a-task texts and require assistance to complete many reading 
tasks. Students at this level use some strategies before, during and after reading 
to understand and interpret grade-appropriate text, but efficient strategy usage 
may be inconsistent. Students at this level demonstrate a limited ability to 
analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

100 - 202  
Below Basic 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a very 
limited ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational and 
reading-to-perform-a-task texts and require significant assistance to complete 
most reading tasks. Students at this level are not able to use strategies to 
understand and interpret grade-appropriate text.  Students at this level 
demonstrate a very limited ability to analyze words in context to construct 
meaning from grade-appropriate text. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR READING 

GRADE 6 

Reading scale scores and state Reading standards are based on a combination of scores from 
the Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and Reading Comprehension tests. Each test accounts 
for 50 percent of the total reading scale score. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

289 - 400 
Advanced 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, 
informational and reading-to-perform-a-task texts without assistance. Students at 
this level effectively use sophisticated strategies before, during and after reading 
to understand, interpret and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this 
level demonstrate an expert ability to analyze words in context to construct 
meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

236 - 288 
Goal 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts with minimal assistance. Students at this 
level consistently use effective strategies before, during and after reading to 
understand, interpret and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate a consistent ability to analyze words in context to construct 
meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

220 - 235 
Proficient 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts with some assistance. Students at this level 
effectively use some strategies before, during and after reading to understand 
and interpret grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate an 
adequate ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-
appropriate text. 

207 - 219 
Basic 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a limited 
ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational and 
reading-to-perform-a-task texts and require assistance to complete many 
reading tasks. Students at this level use some strategies before, during and after 
reading to understand and interpret grade-appropriate text, but efficient strategy 
usage may be inconsistent. Students at this level demonstrate a limited ability to 
analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

100 - 206  
Below Basic 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a very 
limited ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational and 
reading-to-perform-a-task texts and require significant assistance to complete 
most reading tasks. Students at this level are not able to use strategies to 
understand and interpret grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate a very limited ability to analyze words in context to construct 
meaning from grade-appropriate text. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR READING 

GRADE 7 

Reading scale scores and state Reading standards are based on a combination of scores from 
the Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and Reading Comprehension tests. Each test accounts 
for 50 percent of the total reading scale score. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

273 - 400  
Advanced 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts without assistance. Students at this level 
effectively use sophisticated strategies before, during and after reading to 
understand, interpret and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate an expert ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning 
from grade-appropriate text. 

222 - 272 
Goal 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts with minimal assistance. Students at this 
level consistently use effective strategies before, during and after reading to 
understand, interpret and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate a consistent ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning 
from grade-appropriate text. 

208 - 221 
Proficient 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts with some assistance. Students at this level 
effectively use some strategies before, during and after reading to understand 
and interpret grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate an 
adequate ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-
appropriate text. 

194 - 207 
Basic 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
limited ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational and 
reading-to-perform-a-task texts and require assistance to complete many reading 
tasks. Students at this level use some strategies before, during and after reading 
to understand and interpret grade-appropriate text, but efficient strategy usage 
may be inconsistent. Students at this level demonstrate a limited ability to 
analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

100 - 193  
Below Basic 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a very 
limited ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational and 
reading-to-perform-a-task texts and require significant assistance to complete 
most reading tasks. Students at this level are not able to use strategies to 
understand and interpret grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate a very limited ability to analyze words in context to construct 
meaning from grade-appropriate text. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR READING 

GRADE 8 

Reading scale scores and state Reading standards are based on a combination of scores from 
the Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) and Reading Comprehension tests. Each test accounts 
for 50 percent of the total reading scale score. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

282 - 400 
Advanced 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, 
informational and reading-to-perform-a-task texts without assistance. Students at 
this level effectively use sophisticated strategies before, during and after reading 
to understand, interpret and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this 
level demonstrate an expert ability to analyze words in context to construct 
meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

232 - 281 
Goal 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts with minimal assistance. Students at this 
level consistently use effective strategies before, during and after reading to 
understand, interpret and evaluate grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate a consistent ability to analyze words in context to construct 
meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

219 - 231 
Proficient 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational 
and reading-to-perform-a-task texts with some assistance. Students at this level 
effectively use some strategies before, during and after reading to understand 
and interpret grade-appropriate text. Students at this level demonstrate an 
adequate ability to analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-
appropriate text. 

206 - 218 
Basic 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
limited ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational and 
reading-to-perform-a-task texts and require assistance to complete many 
reading tasks. Students at this level use some strategies before, during and after 
reading to understand and interpret grade-appropriate text, but efficient strategy 
usage may be inconsistent. Students at this level demonstrate a limited ability to 
analyze words in context to construct meaning from grade-appropriate text. 

100 - 205  
Below Basic 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a very 
limited ability to read and respond to grade-appropriate literary, informational and 
reading-to-perform-a-task texts and require significant assistance to complete 
most reading tasks. Students at this level are not able to use strategies to 
understand and interpret grade-appropriate text. Students at this level 
demonstrate a very limited ability to analyze words in context to construct 
meaning from grade-appropriate text. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE DRP UNIT SCORES 
 

GRADE 3 
 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of DRP Unit 
Scores. 
 

DRP Unit 
Score* 

Descriptors 

47 or above 

Students who score at this level possess the knowledge and skills necessary 
to successfully perform the tasks and assignments appropriately expected of 
a student at the grade 3 level with minimal teacher assistance. Generally, 
students who score at this level can comprehend textbooks and other 
materials typically used at grade 3 or above. 

38 - 46 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with some teacher 
assistance, textbooks and other materials typically used at grade 3 or below. 

37 or below 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with varying degrees of 
difficulty, materials written below a grade 3 level. 

 
*DRP scores reported at P=.70 
 

 
GRADE 4 

 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of DRP Unit 
Scores. 
 

DRP Unit 
Score* 

Descriptors 

54 or above 

Students who score at this level possess the knowledge and skills necessary 
to successfully perform the tasks and assignments appropriately expected of 
a student at the grade 4 level with minimal teacher assistance. Generally, 
students who score at this level can comprehend textbooks and other 
materials typically used at grade 4 or above. 

45 - 53 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with some teacher 
assistance, textbooks and other materials typically used at grade 4 or below. 

44 or below 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with varying degrees of 
difficulty, materials written below a grade 4 level. 

 
* DRP Scores reported at P=.70 
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UNDERSTANDING THE DRP UNIT SCORES 
 

GRADE 5 
 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of DRP Unit 
Scores. 
 

DRP Unit 
Score* 

Descriptors 

58 or above 

Students who score at this level possess the knowledge and skills 
necessary to successfully perform the tasks and assignments appropriately 
expected of a student at the grade 5 level with minimal teacher assistance. 
Generally, students who score at this level can comprehend textbooks and 
other materials typically used at grade 5 or above. 

49 - 57 
 

Students who score at this level can comprehend, with some teacher 
assistance, textbooks and other materials typically used at grade 5 or 
below. 

48 or below 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with varying degrees of 
difficulty, materials written below a grade 5 level. 

 
*DRP scores reported at P=.75 

 
 

GRADE 6 
 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of DRP Unit 
Scores. 
 

DRP Unit 
Score* 

Descriptors 

62 or above 

Students who score at this level possess the knowledge and skills 
necessary to successfully perform the tasks and assignments appropriately 
expected of a student at the grade 6 level with minimal teacher assistance. 
Generally, students who score at this level can comprehend textbooks and 
other materials typically used at grade 6 or above. 

53 - 61 
 

Students who score at this level can comprehend, with some teacher 
assistance, textbooks and other materials typically used at grade 6 or 
below. 

52 or below 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with varying degrees of 
difficulty, materials written below a grade 6 level. 

 
* DRP Scores reported at P=.75 
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UNDERSTANDING THE DRP UNIT SCORES 
 

GRADE 7 
 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of DRP Unit 
Scores. 
 

DRP Unit 
Score* 

Descriptors 

62 or above 

Students who score at this level possess the knowledge and skills necessary 
to successfully perform the tasks and assignments appropriately expected of 
a student at the grade 7 level with minimal teacher assistance. Generally, 
students who score at this level can comprehend textbooks and other 
materials used at grade 7 or above. 

54 - 61 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with some teacher 
assistance, textbooks and other materials typically used at grade 7 or below. 

53 or below 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with varying degrees of 
difficulty, materials written below a grade 7 level. 

 
* DRP Scores reported at P=.80 

 
 

GRADE 8 
 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of DRP Unit 
Scores. 
 

DRP Unit 
Score* 

Descriptors 

65 or above 

Students who score at this level possess the knowledge and skills necessary 
to successfully perform the tasks and assignments appropriately expected of 
a student at the grade 8 level with minimal teacher assistance. Generally, 
students who score at this level can comprehend textbooks and other 
materials used at grade 8 or above. 

57 - 64 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with some teacher 
assistance, textbooks and other materials typically used at grade 8 or below. 

56 or below 
Students who score at this level can comprehend, with varying degrees of 
difficulty, materials written below a grade 8 level. 

 
* DRP Scores reported at P=.80 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR WRITING 

GRADE 3 

Writing scale scores and state Writing standards are based on a combination of scores from the 
Direct Assessment of Writing test and the Editing & Revising test. The Direct Assessment of 
Writing test accounts for 60 percent of the total scale score and 40 percent is attributed to the 
Editing & Revising test. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

287 - 400 
Advanced 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce fluent narratives that include an effective expansion of key 
ideas. In addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate an exceptional 
ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written 
work. 

240 - 286 
Goal 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce moderately fluent narratives that include some expansion of 
key ideas. In addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate a consistent 
ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written 
work. 

212 - 239 
Proficient 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce somewhat fluent narratives that include some expansion of key 
ideas. In addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate some ability to 
apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 

188 - 211 
Basic 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate some 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce minimally developed narratives that include little expansion of key ideas 
and may be awkward in parts. In addition, students at this level are likely to 
demonstrate a limited ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit 
and revise written work. 

100 - 187  
Below Basic 

Third-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate little 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce underdeveloped narratives that may be awkward and confusing. In 
addition, students at this level are unlikely to demonstrate the ability to apply the 
conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR WRITING 

GRADE 4 

Writing scale scores and state Writing standards are based on a combination of scores from the 
Direct Assessment of Writing test and the Editing & Revising test. The Direct Assessment of 
Writing test accounts for 60 percent of the total scale score and 40 percent is attributed to the 
Editing & Revising test. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

281 - 400 
Advanced 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce fluent narratives that include a thorough expansion of key 
ideas. In addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate an exceptional 
ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written 
work. 

237 - 280 
Goal 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce fluent narratives that include an effective expansion of key ideas. In 
addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate a consistent ability to 
apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 

209 - 236 
Proficient 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce somewhat fluent narratives that include a moderate expansion of 
key ideas. In addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate some ability 
to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 

185 - 208 
Basic 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate some 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce minimally developed narratives that include expansion of some key 
ideas. These narratives may be somewhat fluent. In addition, students at this 
level are likely to demonstrate a very limited ability to apply the conventions of 
standard English to edit and revise written work. 

100 - 184  
Below Basic 

Fourth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
limited ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce minimally-developed or underdeveloped narratives that may be 
awkward in parts. In addition, students at this level are unlikely to demonstrate 
the ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written 
work. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR WRITING 

GRADE 5 

Writing scale scores and state Writing standards are based on a combination of scores from the 
Direct Assessment of Writing test and the Editing & Revising test. The Direct Assessment of 
Writing test accounts for 60 percent of the total scale score and 40 percent is attributed to the 
Editing & Revising test. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

284 - 400 
Advanced 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce fluent expository writing samples that include mostly specific 
details. In addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate an exceptional 
ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written 
work. 

238 - 283 
Goal 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce moderately fluent expository writing samples that include a mix 
of general and specific details. In addition, students at this level are likely to 
demonstrate a consistent ability to apply the conventions of standard English to 
edit and revise written work. 

209 - 237 
Proficient 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce somewhat-developed expository writing samples that include a mix 
of general and specific details. In addition, students at this level are likely to 
demonstrate some ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit 
and revise written work. 

186 - 208 
Basic 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate some 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce minimally developed expository writing samples with more general than 
specific details. In addition, students at this level are unlikely to demonstrate the 
ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written 
work. 

100 - 185  
Below Basic 

Fifth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a limited 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce minimally developed or underdeveloped expository writing samples with 
mostly general or unelaborated details. In addition, students at this level are 
unlikely to demonstrate the ability to apply the conventions of standard English to 
edit and revise written work.  
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR WRITING 

GRADE 6 

Writing scale scores and state Writing standards are based on a combination of scores from the 
Direct Assessment of Writing test and the Editing & Revising test. The Direct Assessment of 
Writing test accounts for 60 percent of the total scale score and 40 percent is attributed to the 
Editing & Revising test. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

284 - 400 
Advanced 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce fluent expository writing samples that include mostly specific 
details. In addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate an exceptional 
ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written 
work. 

237 - 283 
Goal 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce moderately fluent expository writing samples that include a mix of 
general and specific details. In addition, students at this level are likely to 
demonstrate a consistent ability to apply the conventions of standard English to 
edit and revise written work.  

211 - 236 
Proficient 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce somewhat-developed expository writing samples that include a mix 
of general and specific details. In addition, students at this level are likely to 
demonstrate some ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and 
revise written work. 

185 - 210 
Basic 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate some 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce minimally developed expository writing samples with more general than 
specific details. In addition, students at this level are unlikely to demonstrate the 
ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written 
work. 

100 - 184  
Below Basic 

Sixth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a limited 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce minimally developed or underdeveloped expository writing samples with 
mostly general or unelaborated details. In addition, students at this level are 
unlikely to demonstrate the ability to apply the conventions of standard English to 
edit and revise written work. 

40 



CMT Interpretive Guide 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR WRITING 

GRADE 7 

Writing scale scores and state Writing standards are based on a combination of scores from the 
Direct Assessment of Writing test and the Editing & Revising test. The Direct Assessment of 
Writing test accounts for 60 percent of the total scale score and 40 percent is attributed to the 
Editing & Revising test. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

270 - 400 
Advanced 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce moderately fluent persuasive writing samples that take a clear 
position and are well elaborated with mostly specific details. In addition, students 
at this level are likely to demonstrate an exceptional ability to apply the 
conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 

236 - 269 
Goal 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce somewhat fluent persuasive writing samples that take a 
position and are adequately elaborated with a mix of general and specific details. 
In addition, students at this level are likely to demonstrate a consistent ability to 
apply the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 

213 - 235 
Proficient 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce somewhat-developed persuasive writing samples that may take a 
position and include a mix of general and specific details. In addition, students at 
this level are likely to demonstrate some ability to apply the conventions of 
standard English to edit and revise written work. 

192 - 212 
Basic 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate some 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce minimally developed persuasive writing samples than may take a 
position and include minimal elaboration with more general than specific details. 
In addition, students at this level are unlikely to demonstrate the ability to apply 
the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 

100 - 191  
Below Basic 

Seventh-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
limited ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce minimally developed or underdeveloped persuasive writing 
samples that may or may not take a position and include mostly general or 
unelaborated details. In addition, students at this level are unlikely to 
demonstrate the ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and 
revise written work. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE SCORES FOR WRITING 

GRADE 8 

Writing scale scores and state Writing standards are based on a combination of scores from the 
Direct Assessment of Writing test and the Editing & Revising test. The Direct Assessment of 
Writing test accounts for 60 percent of the total scale score and 40 percent is attributed to the 
Editing & Revising test. 
 

Scale 
Score 

Performance Level Literals 

283 - 400 
Advanced 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
exceptional ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce fluent persuasive writing samples that take a clear and 
thoughtful position and are fully elaborated with specific details. In addition, 
students at this level are likely to demonstrate an exceptional ability to apply the 
conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 

236 - 282 
Goal 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
consistent ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at 
this level produce fluent persuasive writing samples that take a position and are 
well elaborated with mostly specific details. In addition, students at this level are 
likely to demonstrate a consistent ability to apply the conventions of standard 
English to edit and revise written work. 

212 - 235 
Proficient 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate an 
adequate ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce somewhat-developed persuasive writing samples that take a 
position and include a mix of general and specific details. In addition, students at 
this level are likely to demonstrate a limited ability to apply the conventions of 
standard English to edit and revise written work. 

189 - 211 
Basic 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate some 
ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this level 
produce minimally developed persuasive writing samples than may take a 
position and include minimal elaboration with more general than specific details.  
In addition, students at this level are unlikely to demonstrate the ability to apply 
the conventions of standard English to edit and revise written work. 

100 - 188  
Below Basic 

Eighth-grade students who perform at this level are likely to demonstrate a 
limited ability to communicate their ideas in writing. Generally, students at this 
level produce minimally developed or underdeveloped persuasive writing 
samples that may or may not take a position and include mostly general or 
unelaborated details.  In addition, students at this level are unlikely to 
demonstrate the ability to apply the conventions of standard English to edit and 
revise written work. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE HOLISTIC SCORES FOR THE DIRECT 
ASSESSMENT OF WRITING 

 
GRADES 3 AND 4 

 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of Direct 
Assessment of Writing holistic scores.  
 

Holistic 
Score 

Descriptors 

11 - 12 

Generally, students who score at this level produce fluent, well-developed 
narratives with expansion on all key ideas. These papers are fully elaborated 
with specific details and show a strong organizational strategy and/or 
sequencing. 

8 - 10 

Generally, students who score at this level produce fluent narratives that 
expand on key ideas. These papers are adequately elaborated with a mix of 
general and specific details.  A satisfactory to strong organizational strategy 
and/or sequencing is evident. 

6 - 7 

Generally, students who score at this level produce papers that are minimally to 
somewhat developed narratives. These papers include some expansion of 
ideas. Usually, general and specific details are presented and there is some 
evidence of organization and/or sequencing. 

3 - 5 

Generally, students who score at this level produce papers that are 
underdeveloped narratives. These papers may have vague or unelaborated 
details and may show little evidence of sequencing of events.  These papers 
may be awkward and confusing. 

2 

Generally, students who score at this level produce papers that are 
undeveloped narratives with few and/or vague details.  Often, these papers are 
too brief to indicate sequencing and they may be difficult to read and 
understand. 

43 



CMT Interpretive Guide 

UNDERSTANDING THE HOLISTIC SCORES FOR THE DIRECT 
ASSESSMENT OF WRITING 

 
GRADES 5 AND 6 

 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of Direct 
Assessment of Writing holistic scores. 
 

Holistic 
Score 

Descriptors 

11 - 12 
Generally, students who score at this level produce fluent, well-developed 
papers that are fully elaborated with specific details. These papers show a 
strong organizational strategy and use effective transitional language. 

8 - 10 

Generally, students who score at this level produce fluent papers that provide 
adequate elaboration with a mix of general and specific details. These papers 
show a satisfactory to strong organizational strategy and use some transitional 
language. 

6 - 7 
Generally, students who score at this level produce papers that are minimally to 
somewhat developed responses. These papers may present more general than 
specific details and show some evidence of an organizational strategy. 

3 - 5 
Generally, students who score at this level produce papers that are 
underdeveloped with little elaboration. These papers may be awkward and 
confusing and show little evidence of an organizational strategy. 

2 

Generally, students who score at this level produce papers that are 
undeveloped responses with few and/or vague details.  Often, these papers are 
too brief to demonstrate organization and they may be difficult to read and 
understand. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE HOLISTIC SCORES FOR THE DIRECT 
ASSESSMENT OF WRITING 

 
GRADES 7 AND 8 

 
The following descriptors summarize typical student performance relative to a range of Direct 
Assessment of Writing holistic scores. 
 

Holistic 
Score 

Descriptors 

11 - 12 

Generally, students who score at this level produce fluent, well-developed 
papers that take a clear position and are fully elaborated with specific details. 
These papers show a consistent awareness of audience, a strong 
organizational strategy and effective use of transitional language. 

8 - 10 
 

Generally, students who score at this level produce fluent papers that take a 
position and provide adequate elaboration with general and specific details. 
These papers show an adequate awareness of audience, a satisfactory to 
strong organizational strategy and use some transitional language. 

6 - 7 

Generally, students who score at this level produce papers that are minimally 
to somewhat developed responses that may take a position. These papers 
include some elaboration with more general than specific details.  These 
papers show some evidence of an organizational strategy although some 
awkwardness may be present. 

3 - 5 

Generally, students who score at this level produce underdeveloped responses 
that may or may not take a position.  These papers contain general, 
unelaborated and/or list-like details. These papers may be awkward and 
confusing with little or no organization or awareness of audience. 

2 

Generally, students who score at this level produce papers that are 
undeveloped.  These papers contain few or vague details and may be 
awkward and/or fragmented with no awareness of audience.  These papers 
may be difficult to read and understand. 
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THE REPORTS   
 
Explanations and examples of each of the reports listed below can be found on the following 
pages: 
 

 Individual Student Report (starting on page 48). 
 CMT Skills Checklist Profile (starting on page 53) 
 School Diagnostic Report (pages 64, 65, 66, 67, 68 and 69) 
 District by School Report (pages 71, 72 and 73) 
 Student Label (page 75) 
 Overall Summary Report (page 77) 
 School by Level Report (pages 79, 80, 81 and 82) 
 School Roster Report (page 84) 
 Mathematics and Science Results/Reading and Writing Results Report (pages 86 and 87) 
 Results by Gender/Race-Ethnicity/Special Education/Lunch Status/English language 

learner (page 89) 
 
Although other reports are provided, the reports detailed in this guide are the primary reports that 
address individual and group scores. A distribution list of the reports, indicating the number and 
kind of reports received for school and district use, is provided on page 90. 

 
Similar score reports are used at Grades 3 through 8. At all levels, the same types of scores and 
the same aggregation rules for the calculation of group scores are used. 
 
Parents of students who were assessed with the CMT Skills Checklist will receive CMT Skills 
Checklist Profiles rather than Individual Student Reports. A sample CMT Skills Checklist Profile 
has been provided on pages 53 through 61. 
 
Parents of students who were assessed with the CMT MAS pilot will receive separate score 
reports for those content areas sometime in the fall.
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INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT  
 

The Individual Student Report provides a summary of the student’s performance on the 
Mathematics, Science (Grades 5 and 8), Reading and Writing tests. 
 
In the section titled Overall Results (see page 49), a customized message indicates the student’s 
overall status with regard to the state standards for each content area. Below the message is a 
chart that graphically depicts student achievement relative to the five performance levels. 
 
Specific information about each of the content areas is provided. A total scale score and a 
customized message indicate the student’s status with regard to the performance level in which 
the student scored.  A bar graph depicts the student’s performance relative to the school and 
district averages. Raw scores are also provided for the Mathematics, Science (Grades 5 and 8), 
Reading Comprehension and Editing & Revising tests. A DRP unit score is provided for the DRP 
test and a holistic score is provided for the Direct Assessment of Writing test. 
 
For the Mathematics, Reading Comprehension and Editing & Revising tests, all content strands 
and mastery criteria are listed. An upward triangle next to the content strand indicates mastery of 
the strand while a downward triangle indicates that the student did not master the strand.   
 
For students in Grades 4 through 8, vertical scale scores are reported for mathematics and 
reading. Vertical scales are designed to measure growth (or change) across grades (i.e. from 
Grade 3 to Grade 4, from Grade 4 to Grade 5, etc.) on tests that have different characteristics 
and items, but similar content. 
 
The report includes average vertical scale scores and growth results at the school and district 
levels for comparative purposes.  
 
Additional information about vertical scales is available in the CMT Vertical Scales Interpretive 
Guide and the CMT Vertical Scales Frequently Asked Questions, available on the CSDE Web 
site at:  
 
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/cmt/resources.htm. 
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Sample Individual Student Report  
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Sample Individual Student Report – Page 2 
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Sample Individual Student Report – Page 3 
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Sample Individual Student Report – Page 4 
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52 

CMT SKILLS CHECKLIST PROFILE AND SKILLS CHECKLIST STUDENT 
FOLDER 
 
The CMT Skills Checklist is designed for use with students with significant cognitive impairments 
who participate in the general education curriculum but require intensive individualized direct 
instruction in multiple settings. The CMT Skills Checklist assesses skills in the following sections:  
 
Section I Grade Level Academic Skills – Language Arts (Reading and Communication) 
Section II Grade Level Academic Skills – Mathematics 
Section III Grade Level Academic Skills – Science (Grades 5 and 8) 
Section IV Access Skills 
 
Reading includes the subsections of Reading & Responding and Exploring & Responding to 
Literature. Communication includes the subsections of Communication with Others and English 
Language Conventions/Writing.  Mathematics includes the subsections of Algebraic Reasoning, 
Geometry & Measurement, Numerical & Proportional Reasoning and Probability & Statistics. The 
Access Skills subsections include Expressive and Receptive Communication, Social Interactive 
Communication, Basic Literacy and Basic Spatial Relationships.  
 
The Grade 5 Science subsections include Energy Transfer and Transformations, Structure and 
Function, Earth and the Solar System and Science and Technology in Society. The Grade 8 
Science subsections include Forces and Motion, Heredity and Evolution, Earth and the Solar 
System and Science and Technology in Society. The skills in each subsection are rated on the 
following 3-point scale: 
 
 0 – Does not demonstrate skill 
 1 – Demonstrates inconsistently or only with support 
 2 – Demonstrates independently and consistently 
 
The Skills Checklist Profile indicates how a student was rated on each individual skill by his or her 
teacher(s). Student performance on each content strand [Reading, Communication, Science 
(Grades 5 and 8) and Mathematics] is noted by a raw score. Performance on each of the 
academic content scales is a total raw score and the assignment to one of three performance 
levels: Basic, Proficient and Independent. Student performance on the Access Skills is assigned 
to one of the following performance levels: Awareness, Practice and Application.   
 
Parents whose children are assessed using the CMT Skills Checklist should receive an 
informational folder titled “Understanding the CMT Skills Checklist Profile” to accompany the 
Checklist Profile. This folder provides information about the CMT Skills Checklist and a copy of 
the grade appropriate CMT Skills Checklist.  
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Sample Skills Checklist Profile  
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Sample Skills Checklist Profile – Page 2 
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Sample Skills Checklist Profile – Page 3 
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Sample Skills Checklist Profile – Page 4 
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Sample Skills Checklist Profile – Page 5 
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Sample Skills Checklist Profile – Page 6 
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Sample Skills Checklist Profile – Page 7 
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Sample Skills Checklist Profile – Page 8 
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SCHOOL DIAGNOSTIC REPORT 
 

 
The School Diagnostic Report for Mathematics, Language Arts and Science lists every student, 
alphabetically. Students who were absent, left the test blank, submitted a non-scorable response 
in the DAW, were not available (medically exempt, no longer enrolled in CT public schools for one 
or more sessions, or void), were ELL exempt (Reading and/or Writing only), were assessed with 
the CMT Skills Checklist or CMT MAS (Reading and/or Mathematics only) are noted according to 
the key at the bottom of the report.  
 
Mathematics 
 
On this report, the mathematics content strands are listed across the page. The mastery criteria 
are indicated under each content strand. A score is reported for each strand next to each 
student’s name. (Two asterisks indicate that the student did not master the strand.)  The total 
mathematics raw score, the total student scale score, the total number of content strands 
mastered and the performance level are listed on the right side of the report. An asterisk indicates 
that the student has scored within the goal range (Advanced or Goal level). 
 
On the last page of each school’s diagnostic report, aggregated data are shown for the school 
and the district. These data include the number and percentage of students mastering the 
corresponding strand. The average mathematics raw score and average number of content 
strands mastered are also given. The average mathematics scale score, number/percentage of 
students at each of the five performance levels, the number/percentage of students scoring 
at/above the proficient level and the number/percentage of students scoring within the goal range 
(Advanced or Goal level) are also listed. 
 
A sample of this portion of the report is found on pages 64 and 65. 
 
Science 
 
On this report, the content strands and dimensions for science are listed across the page. A score 
is reported for each content strand and dimension to the right of each student’s name. To the 
right of that, the science raw score, scale score and performance level are also listed. An asterisk 
indicates that the student scored within the goal range (Advanced or Goal level). 
 
On the last page of each school’s diagnostic report, aggregated data are shown for the school 
and district. These data include the average scores by content strand and dimension, the average 
raw score and average scale score. The number/percentage of students at each of the five 
performance levels, the number/percentage of students scoring at/above the proficient level and 
the number/percentage of students scoring within the goal range (Advanced or Goal level) are 
also listed. 
 
A sample of this portion of the report is found on pages 66 and 67. 
 
 

62 



CMT Interpretive Guide 
 

Language Arts 
 
 
READING: On this report, the four content strands for the Reading Comprehension test are listed 
across the page. The mastery criteria are indicated for each strand. A score is reported for each 
strand next to the student’s name. (Two asterisks indicate that the student did not master the 
strand.) To the right of that, a Reading Comprehension raw score and the total number of content 
strands mastered are reported for each student. The Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP) Unit 
Score, the total Reading scale score and the performance level are also listed. An asterisk 
indicates that the student has scored within the goal range (Advanced or Goal level). 
 
On the last page of each school’s diagnostic report, aggregated data are shown for the school 
and the district. These data include the number and percentage of students mastering each 
content strand, the average Reading Comprehension raw score and the average number of 
content strands mastered. The average DRP Unit Score is also given. The average Reading 
scale score, the number/percentage of students at each of the five performance levels, the 
number/percentage of students scoring at/above the proficient level and the number/percentage 
of students scoring within the goal range (Advanced or Goal level) are also listed. 
 
 
WRITING: On this report, the two content strands for Editing & Revising are listed across the 
page. The mastery criteria are indicated for each strand. A score is reported for each strand in the 
row to the right of the student’s name. (Two asterisks indicate that the score if the student did not 
master the strand.) To the right of that, the Editing & Revising raw score and the total number of 
content strands mastered are reported for each student. The Direct Assessment of Writing holistic 
score, the total Writing scale score and the performance level are also listed. An asterisk 
indicates that the student has scored within the goal range (Advanced or Goal level). 
 
On the last page of each school’s diagnostic report, aggregated data are shown for the school 
and the district. These data include the average Editing & Revising raw score and the average 
number of content strands mastered. The average Direct Assessment of Writing holistic score, 
the average Writing scale score and the number/percentage of students at each of the five 
performance levels are listed. The number/percentage of students scoring at/above the proficient 
level and the number/percentage of students scoring within the goal range (Advanced or Goal 
level) are also provided. 
 
A sample of this portion of the report is found on pages 68 and 69. 
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Sample School Diagnostic Report – Mathematics by Students 
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65 

Sample School Diagnostic Report – Mathematics by School and District 
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Sample School Diagnostic Report – Science by Students 
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Sample School Diagnostic Report – Science by School and District 
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Sample School Diagnostic Report – Language Arts by Students 

68 



CMT Interpretive Guide 
 

69 

Sample School Diagnostic Report – Language Arts by School and District 
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DISTRICT BY SCHOOL REPORT 
 
Mathematics 
 
The mathematics portion of the District by School Report provides a summary of the previously 
described mathematics information aggregated at the school level. The report contains the same 
information that is presented in the DISTRICT and SCHOOL sections of the School Diagnostic 
Report – Mathematics. The summaries for all schools within a district are listed. 
 
A sample of this portion of the report is found on page 71. 
 
Science 
 
The science portion of the District by School Report provides a summary of the previously 
described science information aggregated at the school level. The report contains the same 
information that is presented in the DISTRICT and SCHOOL sections of the School Diagnostic 
Report – Science. The summaries for all schools within a district are listed. 
 
A sample of this portion of the report is found on page 72. 
 
 
Language Arts 
 
The language arts portion of the District by School Report provides a summary of the previously 
described reading and writing information aggregated at the school level. The report contains the 
same information that is presented in the DISTRICT and SCHOOL sections of the School 
Diagnostic Report—Language Arts. The summaries for all schools within a district are listed. 
 
A sample of this portion of the report is found on page 73. 
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71 

Sample District by School Report – Mathematics 
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Sample District by School Report – Science 
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Sample District by School Report – Language Arts 



CMT Interpretive Guide 

STUDENT LABEL 
 
A student label is provided for attachment to the student’s permanent record. Each label includes 
the student’s name, grade, test date, date of birth and SASID number, as well as the following 
information: 

 
(1) Total Mathematics Scale Score 
(2) Number of content strands mastered in Mathematics 
(3) Total Science Scale Score (Grades 5 and 8) 
(4) Total Reading Scale Score 
(5) Degrees of Reading Power®  (DRP) Unit Score 
(6) Number of content strands mastered in Reading Comprehension 
(7) Total Writing Scale Score 
(8) Direct Assessment of Writing holistic score 
(9) Number of content strands mastered in Editing & Revising 

 
If the Mathematics, Science, Reading or Writing scale score is within the goal range, a double 
asterisk is used to indicate this.  

 
Scores are not available for tests that students left blank, tests for which students were absent, 
ELL Exempt,  were not available (Medically exempt or No longer enrolled in CT Public Schools or 
Void), for students who submitted Direct Assessment of Writing tests that were not scorable or for 
students assessed with the CMT MAS.  
 
Labels for students assessed using the CMT Skills Checklist indicate the student’s performance 
on each content strand [Reading, Communication, Science (Grades 5 and 8), Mathematics and 
Access Skills]. 

 
Samples of student labels are found on page 75. 
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75 

 
 

Sample Student Labels 
 
 
 
 
 

   Example of a Student Label: 

 

    

   Example of a Student Label for Skills Checklist (SC): 
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OVERALL SUMMARY REPORT 
 
The Overall Summary Report provides a summary of student performance for the state and/or 
district. The report contains the total population of students by grade-level. The average scale 
scores for the CMT administration in Mathematics, Science (Grades 5 and 8), Reading and 
Writing are provided. The average raw scores for Mathematics, Science (Grades 5 and 8), 
Reading Comprehension and Editing & Revising are provided. The average DRP Unit Score and 
the average Direct Assessment of Writing Holistic Score are also provided. The average number 
of content strands mastered out of the total number of content strands are provided for 
Mathematics, Reading Comprehension and Editing & Revising. 
 
The percentages of students scoring at each of the five performance levels are graphically 
represented. The report also includes the percentage of students within goal range (Advanced or 
Goal level) and at/above the proficient level. 
 
The Assessment Participation sections include the total number and percentage of students who 
received valid scores on the Standard CMT for Mathematics, Science (Grades 5 and 8), Reading 
and Writing. The number and percentage of students who took the Skills Checklist, the number 
and percentage of ELL exempt students, the number and percentage of students with no valid 
score and the number and percentage of students who were absent for one or more test 
sessions, are also listed. Students who left one or more test sessions blank, were not available 
(medically exempt or no longer enrolled in CT public schools for one or more sessions or void), 
whose responses were not scorable in Direct Assessment of Writing or who participated in the 
Modified Assessment System pilot are included in the No Valid Score group. This section also 
includes total participation and total student population information.  
 
The number and percentage of students scoring within the goal range in all four (Grades 5 and 
8), three, two, one, or none of the areas are listed at the bottom of this report. 
 
The number and percentage of students scoring within the proficient range in all four (Grades 5 
and 8), three, two, one, or none of the areas are listed at the bottom of this report. 
 
A sample of this report may be found on page 77. 
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Sample Summary Report – Statewide 
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SCHOOL BY LEVEL REPORT 
 
The School by Level Report provides a summary of students’ performance by level for a 
particular grade. This report lists the names of the students scoring at each of the five 
performance levels. Students who were absent for one or more test sessions, were not available 
(medically exempt or no longer enrolled in CT public schools for one or more test sessions or 
void), were ELL exempt, were assessed with the Skills Checklist or CMT MAS, left one or more 
test sessions blank or whose Direct Assessment of Writing tests were not scorable are listed 
under the heading “Other Students.” 
 
A sample of this report may be found on pages 79, 80, 81 and 82.  
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Sample School by Level Report – Mathematics 
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Sample School by Level Report – Science 
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Sample School by Level Report – Reading 
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Sample School by Level Report – Writing 
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83 

SCHOOL ROSTER REPORT 
 
The School Roster Report provides an alphabetical list of the students in the school for each 
grade-level, their date of birth, SASID number and their performance level on each of the content 
area tests. A separate District Roster Report provides the same information for all students in the 
district. 
 
The report indicates whether a student left one or more test sessions blank, was absent for one 
or more test sessions, or had a Direct Assessment of Writing test that was not scorable. If the 
student scored within goal range in Mathematics, Science (Grades 5 and 8), Reading and/or 
Writing, the performance level is marked with an asterisk. Students who were not available 
(medically exempt or no longer enrolled in CT public schools for one or more test sessions or 
void), were ELL exempt, were assessed using the Skills Checklist or CMT MAS are also 
indicated. 
 
A sample of this report may be found on page 84. 
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Sample School Roster Report 
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85 

MATHEMATICS and SCIENCE RESULTS/READING AND WRITING 
RESULTS REPORT 
 
The Mathematics Results section provides a summary of the percentage of students achieving 
mastery by content strand. The Science Results section provides the average raw score out of 
the maximum number of raw score points for each content strand and dimension. The Reading 
Results section provides a summary of the percentage of students achieving mastery by content 
strand in the Reading Comprehension test and the percentage of students who can read specific 
types of material at an instructional level on the Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP). The Writing 
Results section summarizes the percentage of students by holistic score point on the Direct 
Assessment of Writing and the percentage of students achieving mastery by content strand on 
the Editing & Revising test.  
 
A sample of this report can be found on pages 86 and 87.  
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Sample Mathematics and Science Results Report 
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Sample Reading and Writing Results Report 
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Results by Gender, Race/Ethnicity, Lunch Status, Special Education 
Status and English Language Learner 
 
This report provides a performance summary of the various subgroups, i.e., gender, 
race/ethnicity, lunch status, special education status and English language learner. Each 
subgroup report summarizes the population, number/percentage tested, results by performance 
level, the average scale score and the percentage within goal range. For example, the 
performance summary of males is reported in comparison to the performance summary of 
females.  
 
A sample of the Results by Gender report may be found on page 89. 
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Sample Results by Gender Report 
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DISTRIBUTION OF SCORE REPORTS 
 

 Parent School District

Individual Student Report ** 1 1  

Skills Checklist Student Informational Folder  1   

CMT Skills Checklist Profile** 1 1  

CMT Skills Checklist Roster**  1 1 

School Diagnostic Report – Mathematics   2 1 

School Diagnostic Report – Science  2 2 

School Diagnostic Report – Language Arts   2 1 

District by School Report – Mathematics    2 

District by School Report – Science   2 

District by School Report – Language Arts    2 

Student Label    1  

School Roster Report   2 1 

District Roster Report    3 

School by Level Report   2 1 

Overall Summary    3 

Mathematics and Science Results Report   2 

Reading and Writing Results Report   2 

Results by Gender Report    3 

Results by Race/Ethnicity Report   3 

Results by Special Education Status Report   3 

Results by Lunch Status Report   3 

Results by English Language Learner Report   3 
  

** Private Special Education Facilities will receive school rosters, CMT Skills Checklist 
Profiles and Individual Student Reports. 
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