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Universal Tools: Available to ALL students

Embedded

*Breaks

eCalculator

eDigital Notepad
eEnglish Dictionary
*English Glossary
eEnglish Thesaurus
eExpanded Passages
*Global Notes
eHighlighter
eKeyboard Navigation
*Mark for Review
*Math Tools

eSpell Check
oStrikethrough

*Writing Tools /
eZoom

Non-Embedded

*Breaks

eEnglish Dictionary
eScratch Paper
eThesaurus

Designated Supports: Available to ANY student with a need
determined by educators

Embedded

eColor Contrast

*Masking

eText-to-Speech
**Translations-Math (Glossary)
**Translations-Math (Stacked)

eTurn off any universal
accessibility tool

Non-Embedded

¢ *Bilingual Dictionary
eColor Contrast
eColor Overlay
*Magnification
*Noise Buffering
e~Read Aloud

*Read Aloud Spanish

eSeparate Setting

**Translation-Math (Glossary)
|° *Translation Test Directioni

*
EL-ONLY

3 . Available to students with an IEP
Accommodations: e Dl

Embedded

e American Sign Language (Video)

*Braille

¢Closed Captioning

eStreamline

eText-to-Speech (ELA-reading
Passages) grades 6-11

)

Non-Embedded

eAbacus

eAlternate Response Options
eCalculator- grades 6-11
eMultiplication Table-grades 4-11
o# Print on Demand

o~ # Read Aloud- (ELA-reading
Passages) grades 3-11

o~ # Scribe

“eSpeech-to-Text

~ Requires Trained Educator

# Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Embedded-Universal-Tools-and-Online-Features-FINALnarrated_030415.pptx
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/KeyboardCommandsForStudents.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=2
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CT_Braille_Reqs_Manual_2014-15.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Scribing-Protocol.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Module-FINAL-narrated.pptx
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Module-FINAL-narrated.pptx
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
Comment on Text
CALCULATOR:
An embedded on-screen digital calculator can be accessed for calculator-allowed items when students click on the calculator button. This tool is available only with the specific items for which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicated that it would be appropriate. When the embedded calculator, as presented for all students, is not appropriate for a student (for example, for a student who is blind), the student may use the calculator offered with assistive technology devices (such as a talking calculator or a braille calculator).
 


Comment on Text
Breaks 
The number of items per session can be flexibly defined based on the student’s need. Breaks of more than 20 minutes will prevent the student from returning to items already attempted by the student. There is no limit on the number of breaks that a student might be given. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

Comment on Text
Digital Notepad:
This tool is used for making notes about an item. The digital notepad is item-specific and is available through the end of the test segment. Notes are not saved when the student moves on to the next segment or after a break of more than 20 minutes.

The digital notepad is available on all items across both content areas. As long as a student or test administrator activates the test within the 20-minute break window, the notes will still be there. There is no limit on the number of pauses that a student can take in one test sitting.

Comment on Text
English glossary:
Grade- and context-appropriate definitions of specific construct-irrelevant terms are shown in English on the screen via a pop-up window. The student can access the embedded glossary by clicking on any of the pre-selected terms. The use of this accommodation may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

Selected terms have a light rectangle around them. If a student hovers over the terms, the terms with the attached glossary are highlighted. A student can click on the terms and a pop-up window will appear.

Comment on Text
English Thesaurus:

Selected terms have a light rectangle around them. If a student hovers over the terms, the terms with the attached glossary are highlighted. A student can click on the terms and a pop-up window will appear.



Comment on Text
Expandable passages:
Each passage or stimulus can be expanded so that it takes up a larger portion of the screen.




Comment on Text
Global notes:
Global notes is a notepad that is available for ELA performance tasks in which students complete a full write. A full write is the second part of a performance task. The student clicks on the notepad icon for the notepad to appear. During the ELA performance tasks, the notes are retained from segment to segment so that the student may go back to the notes even though the student is not able to go back to specific items in the previous segment.

Global notes, which are used for ELA performance tasks only, will always be available until the student submits the test, regardless of how long a break lasts or how many breaks are taken.


Comment on Text
Highlighter:
A digital tool for marking desired text, item questions, item answers, or parts of these with a color. Highlighted text remains available throughout each test segment.

If a student is working on a passage or stimulus on a screen and pauses the test for 20 minutes to take a break, the student will still have access to the information visible on that particular screen. However, students do lose access to any information highlighted on a previous screen.

Comment on Text
Mark for review:
Allows students to flag items for future review during the assessment. Markings are not saved when the student moves on to the next segment or after a break of more than 20 minutes.

If a student takes a break for longer than 20 minutes, the student will not be able to access items from previous screens.


Comment on Text
Math tools:
These digital tools (i.e., embedded ruler, embedded protractor) are used for measurements related to math items. They are available only with the specific items for which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicate that one or more of these tools would be appropriate.



Comment on Text
Spell check (for ELA items):
Writing tool for checking the spelling of words in student-generated responses. Spell check only gives an indication that a word is misspelled; it does not provide the correct spelling. This tool is available only with the specific items for which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicated that it would be appropriate. Spell check is bundled with other embedded writing tools for all performance task full writes (planning, drafting, revising, and editing). A full write is the second part of a performance task.
The spell check tool, a line will appear under misspelled words.



Comment on Text
Strikethrough:
Allows users to cross out answer options. If an answer option is an image, a strikethrough line will not appear, but the image will be grayed out.

Comment on Text
Writing tools:
Selected writing tools (i.e., bold, italic, bullets, undo/redo) are available for all student generated responses. (Also see spell check.)



Comment on Text
Zoom:
A tool for making text or other graphics in a window or frame appear larger on the screen. The default font size for all tests is 14 pt. The student can make text and graphics larger by clicking the Zoom In button. The student can click the Zoom Out button to return to the default or smaller print size. When using the zoom feature, the student only changes the size of text and graphics on the current screen. To increase the default print size of the entire test (from 1.5X to 3.0X default size), the print size must be set for the student in the Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE, or state’s comparable platform), or set by the test administrator prior to the start of the test. This is the only feature that test administrators can set. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

The default size is available to all students and is not specific to certain devices. Information on how to use the zoom universal tool is included in the directions at the beginning of each test.


Comment on Text
Breaks:
Breaks may be given at predetermined intervals or after completion of sections of the assessment for students taking a paper-based test. Sometimes students are allowed to take breaks when individually needed to reduce cognitive fatigue when they experience heavy assessment demands. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.




Comment on Text
English Dictionary:
An English dictionary can be provided for the full write portion of an ELA performance task. A full write is the second part of a performance task. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.



Comment on Text
Scratch paper:
Scratch paper to make notes, write computations, or record responses may be made available. All scratch paper must be collected and securely destroyed at the end of each assessment session to maintain test security. Only plain paper or lined paper is appropriate for ELA. Graph paper is required beginning in sixth grade and can be used on all math assessments. A student can use an assistive technology device for scratch paper as long as the device is certified.



Comment on Text
Thesaurus:
A thesaurus contains synonyms of terms while a student interacts with text included in the assessment. A full write is the second part of a performance task. The use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessment.

Comment on Text
Color contrast:
Enable students to adjust screen background or font color, based on student needs or preferences. This may include reversing the colors for the entire interface or choosing the color of font and background.



Comment on Text
Masking:
Masking involves blocking off content that is not of immediate need or that may be distracting to the student. Students are able to focus their attention on a specific part of a test item by masking.

Comment on Text
Text-to-speech:
Text is read aloud to the student via embedded text-to-speech technology. The student is able to control the speed as well as raise or lower the volume of the voice via a volume control. (for math items and ELA items, not for reading passages) Text-to-speech is currently available only in English.


Comment on Text
Translations Stacked in Spanish-(Mathematics)
Stacked translations are a language support available for some Spanish speaking students. In a stacked translation the full translation of each math test item appears above the original English version.

Comment on Text
Turn off any universal tools:
Disabling any universal tools that might be distracting or that students do not need to use, or are unable to use.



Comment on Text
Bilingual dictionary:
A bilingual/dual language word-to-word dictionary is a language support. A bilingual/dual language word-to-word dictionary can be provided for the full write portion of an ELA performance task. A full write is the second part of a performance task. For ELA-performance (ELPT) task full writes.


Comment on Text
Color contrast:
Test content of online items may be printed with different colors. Requires Print on Demand Accommodation.


Comment on Text
Color overlays:
Color transparencies are placed over a paper-based assessment. Requires Print on Demand Accommodation.

Comment on Text
Magnification:
The size of specific areas of the screen (e.g., text, formulas, tables, graphics, and navigation buttons) may be adjusted by the student with an assistive technology device. Magnification allows increasing the size to a level not provided for by the Zoom universal tool.


Comment on Text
Noise Buffering
Ear mufflers, white noise, and/or other equipment used to block external sounds.

AmentaJ
Typewritten Text

AmentaJ
Typewritten Text
  

AmentaJ
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by AmentaJ

Comment on Text
Closed captioning:
Printed text that appears on the computer screen as audio materials are presented. (for ELA listening items)

Comment on Text
Streamline:
ELA and Math test is presented without a split screen. 

Comment on Text
Text-to-speech:
Text is read aloud to the student via embedded text-to-speech technology. The student is able to control the speed as well as raise or lower the volume of the voice via a volume control. (for ELA reading passages). 
For students with a documented print disability. Grades 6-11 ONLY.

AmentaJ
Comment on Text
Abacus:
This tool may be used in place of scratch paper for students who typically use an abacus.

Comment on Text
Alternate response options:
Alternate response options include but are not limited to adapted keyboards, large keyboards, StickyKeys, MouseKeys, FilterKeys, adapted mouse, touch screen, head wand, and switches.


Comment on Text
Calculator:
A non-embedded calculator for students needing a special calculator, such as a braille calculator or a talking calculator,currently unavailable within the assessment platform.(for calculator allowed items only grade 6-11 ONLY)

Comment on Text
Print on demand: Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations

Paper copies of either passages/stimuli and/or items are printed for students. For those students needing a paper copy of a passage or stimulus, permission for the students to request printing must first be set in TIDE, or state’s comparable platform. For those students needing a paper copy of one or more items, the Smarter Balanced Help Desk must be contacted by the district test coordinator to have the accommodation set for the student.

The test administrator will know this information prior to testing because accommodations need to be documented beforehand and print on demand is an accommodation. Any accommodations – including both embedded and non- embedded accommodations – need to be entered into the TIDE.
The print on demand accommodation applies to either  passages/stimuli or items, or both.

The method of recording student responses depends on documentation in the IEP or 504 plan (e.g., after first recording responses on the paper version, the student could enter responses into the computer or the teacher could enter responses into the computer.) Anyone who is designated to enter responses into the computer must have read, agreed to, and signed a test security agreement.

Comment on Text
Speech-to-text:
Voice recognition allows students to use their voices as input devices to the computer, to dictate responses or give commands (e.g., opening application programs, pulling down menus, and saving work). Voice recognition software generally can recognize speech up to 160 words per minute. Students may use their own assistive technology devices.

http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=2
Comment on Text
Separate setting:
Test location is altered so that the student is tested in a setting different from that made available for most students.
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