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TO:   District Test Coordinators, Directors of Special Education, English Learners Contacts 
 
FROM:   Dianna Roberge-Wentzell, Chief Academic Officer  
  Charlene Russell-Tucker, Chief Operating Officer 
 
DATE:  October 25, 2013 
 

SUBJECT:  Smarter Balanced Field Test Special Populations Packet 
 
In a communication to superintendents of schools on October 7, 2013, Commissioner Pryor presented 
assessment options pending federal approval.  This Special Populations Packet is provided to support 
procedures related to these options for the 2013-14 statewide assessment.  This packet includes the following 
documents: 
 

 Guidance for 2013-14 Smarter Balanced Field Test for Students with an Individualized Education 

Program (IEP) or Students Receiving Accommodations under Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 

1973 (Section 504) 

 

 ED620 Page 9a 2013-14 State and District Testing and Accommodations 

 

 2014 Smarter Balanced Connecticut State Department of Education Test Support/Accommodations 

Form 

 

 Smarter Balanced Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations for Smarter 

Balanced Field Test 2013-14 

 

 Special Documented Accommodations Procedures  

 

 Guidance for 2013-14 Smarter Balanced Field Test Students Identified as English Learners (ELs) 

 

 2013-14 English Learners (ELs) Exit Criteria 

 
Preparations are in progress to support districts’ choices for assessments which includes updating the Test 
Accommodations Data Collection Web site so that districts can enter supports and accommodations for the 
Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT), Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) or the Smarter Balanced 
Field Test (SB-FT) for students with an IEP, students accommodated under Section 504, or students 
identified as EL.  At this time, the Test Accommodations Data Collection Web site is currently closed.  
Communications to district test coordinators about the site opening will be forthcoming. 
 
JA:tw 
cc: superintendents of schools 
 
Enclosures: (7) 

https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
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STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT 
                                      DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

 
 

Guidance for 2013-2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test for 

Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Students Receiving Accommodations 

under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504) 

 

Districts this year will have the option to administer the 2013-14 Smarter Balanced Field Test instead of 
Connecticut’s legacy assessment: the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) and the Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test (CAPT).  When selecting this option, districts must consider the impact for students 
receiving special education services indicated in an individualized education program (IEP) or 
accommodations provided under Section 504.  In order to facilitate a smooth transition, the Connecticut 
State Department of Education (CSDE) is providing the following general guidance:  
 

 Special education students assessed with the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist will continue to be 
assessed with the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist in Grades 3-8 and 10 for language arts, 
mathematics and access skills.  Grades 5, 8 and 10 will also be assessed with the skills checklist 
for science.  The Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI) will continue to be collected as in prior 
years via the Test Accommodations Data Collection Web site.  Continue to record CMT/CAPT 
Skills Checklist on Page 9 of the IEP. 
 

 Accommodations for students participating in the legacy CMT/CAPT and CMT/CAPT Modified 
Assessment System (MAS) will continue to be collected as in prior years via the   Test 
Accommodations Data Collection Web site.  Record CMT /CAPT or CMT/CAPT MAS 
accommodations on page 9 of the IEP. 

 All students, in Grades 5, 8, and 10 also will be assessed in Science utilizing the legacy (CMT or 
CAPT) assessment regardless of which assessment option a district selects. If the Smarter 
Balanced Field Test option is selected, record on page 9a as referenced in the guidance below. 

Guidance Specific to Districts selecting the 2013-14 Smarter Balanced Field Test 

Districts selecting the Smarter Balanced Field Test option must follow the guidance provided below.  

1. How do we indicate on the IEP that the student will participate in the Smarter Balanced Field 

Test? 

Presently page 9 of the IEP, the “STATE AND DISTRICT TESTING AND ACCOMMODATIONS” 

section, allows planning and placement teams (PPTs) to indicate which statewide assessment the student 
will be administered if applicable.  Given the options on page 9, there is currently no way to indicate that 
the student will take the Smarter Balanced Field Test.  Therefore, for this school year ONLY, an alternate 
to page 9 of the IEP has been created.  This new page 9a, 2013-2014 STATE AND DISTRICT TESTING 

AND ACCOMMODATIONS form (included) will allow planning and placement teams (PPT) to select the 
Smarter Balanced Field Test instead of the legacy CMT or CAPT for English language arts and 
mathematics.  
 
 
 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/skills_checklist/learner_characteristic_inventory-12-06.pdf
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
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2.   What if we had the PPT meeting before my district selected the Smarter Balanced Field Test   

option? 

If the PPT has been conducted prior to district selection of the Smarter Balanced Field Test option and the 
current IEP indicates the legacy assessment, the district must amend the IEP as indicated below.  
 
Method One: Amend the IEP 
If both the district and the parent agree to the change in the assessment (including agreed upon 
accommodations) without the need for further discussion at a PPT meeting, the replacement of page 9 
with page 9a would constitute an amendment to the current IEP.  The district can update this information 
by amending the IEP using FORM ED634 and attaching the new page 9a along with the Smarter 

Balanced Test Support/Accommodations Form to the IEP to reflect the student’s participation on the 

Smarter Balanced Field Test by following the procedures for amending an IEP.  
 
It is expected that, at minimum, a Prior Written Notice, the revised pages 1 and 2 of the IEP being 
changed and any other pages of the IEP that will be different as a result of the changes made (e.g., goal 
and objectives pages, service delivery grid) will be attached to this agreement (form ED634) as 
verification of the changes made to the IEP and provided to the parents within a reasonable timeframe.  
Upon request, a parent must also be provided with a revised copy of the IEP with the amendments 
incorporated. 
 
Method Two: Revise the IEP  
If either the district and/or the parents wish to meet to discuss changes rather than amend the IEP through 
use of ED634, a PPT is convened.  The change in the assessment (including agreed upon 
accommodations), is discussed at the PPT. Districts should update assessment information using the new 
page 9a of the IEP to reflect the student’s participation on the Smarter Balanced Field Test.  Since the 
Smarter Balanced Field Test allows for specific accommodations, these accommodations must also be 
considered and reflected on the newly created Smarter Balanced Test Support/Accommodations Form. 
 
3.   What guidance is CSDE providing regarding students who were previously identified to take the 

legacy CMT /CAPT MAS?  

In the 2014-15 school year the legacy CMT/CAPT MAS will no longer be an assessment option as it is 
not aligned to the Common Core State Standards. If the district selects to administer the Smarter Balanced 
Field Test for 2013-14, students with disabilities previously identified for the CMT/CAPT MAS are 
expected to participate in the Smarter Balanced Field Test. IEPs for these students will need to be 
amended using one of the methods described in the response for question number 2 above. 
 
4.  How are accommodations recorded for students with IEPs or Section 504 Plans? 

CMT or CAPT Test Accommodations Forms are required for each student who will be assessed with 
accommodations for the legacy CMT/CAPT or the CMT/CAPT (MAS). The CMT or CAPT Test 
Accommodations Form does not need to be completed for students who are assessed with the Skills 
Checklist or for students who do not require testing accommodations.  
 
If the district selects the Smarter Balanced Field Test, the new Smarter Balanced Test 

Support/Accommodations Form must be completed to support page 9a of the IEP.  
 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Special/ED634.pdf


 

Page 3 of 3 
 

Either the CMT/CAPT Test Accommodation Form or the 2014 Smarter Balanced Test Support/ 

Accommodations Form should be completed by the district, special education facility or Regional 
Educational Service Center (RESC) attended by the student.  Both accommodation forms should be used 
ONLY when a student is taking the CMT/CAPT science test in Grades 5, 8, or 10.  The appropriate 
form(s) should be completed and attached to the IEP or Section 504 plan and copies given to the district 
test coordinator.  The CMT or CAPT Test Accommodation Form and the 2014 Smarter Balanced Test 

Support/Accommodation Form should be entered on the Test Accommodations Data Collection Web site. 
 
Universal accessibility tools, designated supports, and documented accommodations associated with the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment can be viewed in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium: Usability, 
Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines.  Connecticut will be providing further guidance specific to 
the 2013-2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test in future communications. 
 

2013-14 Smarter Balanced Field Test Special Documented Accommodations 

 

In exceptional circumstances, there may be students whose disabilities require certain accommodations to 
be monitored.  In these cases, upon the request of the district test coordinator (DTC), the CSDE will 
provide information regarding the PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF SPECIAL DOCUMENTED 

ACCOMMODATIONS For Smarter Balanced Field Test 2013-2014.  These petitions MUST be submitted 
to CSDE in writing, prior to testing (preferably by January 31, 2014).  These petitions must also include 
all of the necessary documentation to support any request for the use of these special accommodations. 
 
Please call Joe Amenta 860-713-6855 or Janet Stuck 860-713-6837 for questions related to 
accommodations. 
 

https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
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Student:        DOB:        District:        Meeting Date:       

 
Last Name, First Name 

  mm/dd/yyyy      mm/dd/yyyy 

2013-2014 STATE AND DISTRICT TESTING AND ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Smarter Balanced Field Test section and DISTRICTWIDE ASSESSMENTS section must be completed. 

 

Smarter Balanced Field Test 
Check the grade the student will be in when the test is given. 

DISTRICTWIDE ASSESSMENTS 
Check the grade(s) the student will be in when the tests are given. 

 Grade 3  Grade 4  Grade 5*  Grade 6  Grade Pre-K  Grade K  Grade 1  Grade 2  Grade 3 

 Grade 7  Grade 8*  SCIENCE* 
CAPT  

 Grades PK-2, 9 or 11-12; 
testing not required 

 Grade 4  Grade 5  Grade 6  Grade 7  Grade 8 

 Grade 11  Grade 12  Grade 10  Grade 9  Grade 10  Grade 11  Grade 12   
  

Smarter Balanced Field Test 
Smarter Balanced Field Test includes English Language Arts and Mathematics. ALL students in 
grades 5, 8 & 10 will also take the CMT/CAPT Science Test. 
 

Assessment Options: 

DISTRICTWIDE ASSESSMENTS 
(Select all appropriate options.) 

 
 

 

 1. Smarter Balanced Field Test   N/A - No districtwide assessments are scheduled during the term of this IEP. 

      Alternate Assessment(s)   
 

Alternate assessments must be specified and a statement provided for each as to why the 
child cannot participate in the standard assessment and why the particular alternate 
assessment selected is appropriate for the child.   

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
 

Select one of the following options: 
 

  No accommodations will be provided, OR  
 

  Accommodations will be provided as specified on Page 8, OR 
 

  Accommodations will be provided as specified below.   

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

Administration Options:   

 Yes   No   Accommodations will be provided.   
The completed Smarter Balanced Test Accommodation Form is 
attached. Accommodations MUST also be entered on              
CSDE Data Collection Website. 
 

 Yes   No   ELL exemption from reading and writing tests will be given. 
 

NOTE: This exemption applies only to a student who has attended school in the U.S. 
for less than 12 months AND has limited English proficiency.  The student must have 
taken an English language assessment (the LAS Links). This exemption is 
available only for the 2013-2014 administration of the Smarter Balanced Field 
Test. The student may not be exempted from testing in subsequent years. 
Exempted students are not required to take the reading and writing tests, but must 
take all other tests.  For further information, see the EXEMPTION GUIDELINES.  
 

 
* In addition, if accommodations on the CMT/CAPT Science Test are selected for Grades 5, 8, & 10, 
complete the CMT or CAPT Test Accommodations Form and attach to this IEP. Provide a copy of 
the form to the district test coordinator for required registration on the                                          
CSDE CMT/CAPT Accommodations Data Collection website. 

https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?A=2618&Q=320820
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f


 

Connecticut State Department of Education 
Test Support/Accommodations Form: All students▲, Special Education ■, Section 504 

Students ●, English Learners (EL) ♦ 

IEP Date:  __________________________  

  

          
 

Student’s Name:   First  __________________________   Last  ____________________________________ 

Date of Birth [MM/DD/YY]:  ______________________          Sex:    M    F          Grade:  ______________ 

PPT Administrator/Designee:  _________________________  Email:  __________________________________ 

This student has (circle one):  A) A Special Education IEP    B) A Section 504 Plan    C) Neither 
This is an English Learner - EL (circle one):      Yes       No 
 

MA  ELA MA= SMARTER BALANCED Math;    ELA= SMARTER BALANCED English Language Arts 

 Presentation Accommodations    ALL ▲    SPED ■      504 ●    EL ♦ 
   Refreshable Braille ( Contracted      Non-contracted  ) ■ ●    
   Braille Embosser ( Contracted      Non-contracted  ) ■ ●    

   Print on Demand  ■ ● *   

   American Sign Language (ASL) Computer Embedded  ■ ●    

    
Text-to-Speech for  Reading Passages (available for Grades 3-5 ONLY for visually impaired 
students who do not use braille,  and for Grades 6-8 &11 ) ■ ● 

     * Text-to-Speech *(Does NOT include Reading Passages) ▲ 

   Closed Captioning ■ ●    
   Color Contrast   ▲ 
   Color Overlay  ▲ 

   Magnification  ▲ 

   Masking  ▲ 

   Turn off any universal accessibility tools ▲ 

MA  ELA Response Accommodations  ALL ▲    SPED ■      504 ●    EL ♦ 
   Speech-to-Text - Voice Recognition Software ■ ●    

   Scribe  not available  in ELA Writing ■ ●* 
   Scribe ELA Writing ■ ●*    

   
Alternate Response Options - Includes adapted keyboards, large keyboards, StickyKeys, 
MouseKeys, FilterKeys, adapted mouses, touch screens, head wands and switches. ■ ●    

MA  ELA Other Accommodations   ALL ▲    SPED ■      504 ●    EL ♦ 

      Calculator (Non-Embedded) ■ ●    

      Abacus- used in place of scratch paper  ■ ●    

      Multiplication Table- For math items beginning in grade 4 ■ ●    
Limited English Proficiency Supports 

MA  ELA  Designated Supports - EL ♦ 

                Bilingual Dictionary- Word-to-Word for ELA-performance task full writes ♦ 
           Translation test directions ♦ 
   Translation Glossary ♦ 

           Translation (Stacked) ♦ 
*Requires approval through PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF SPECIAL DOCUMENTED ACCOMMODATIONS For Smarter Balanced Field Test 2013-14 

 

2014 

Joe Amenta (860-713-6855) or Janet Stuck (860-713-6837), Special Populations Assessment -  

CSDE CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data Collection Website  

 

SASID:   

 

https://solutions.emetric.net/TAFORM/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2fdefault.aspx


 

Petition for Special Accommodations 10/2013- For 2014 Smarter Balance Field Test ONLY. 

 

PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF SPECIAL DOCUMENTED ACCOMMODATIONS 

For Smarter Balanced Field Test  

 2013-2014 
 
Student Name ________________________________Date of Birth________                     Grade __________ 
(Last, First) 
 
School______________________________________ District ______________________Date:  _________ 
 
RESC/Approved Private Spec. Ed. Facility (if applicable) _____________________________________________ 
 
Student has an:     IEP      Section 504 Plan     (If neither, stop here, student does not qualify) 
 
Answer the following questions to determine if a student qualifies for special documented accommodations. 
 
1. Does the student’s disability require that the test be given on paper. (Print on Demand Accommodation) Yes      No     
 
2. Does the student have a documented print disability that requires ELA passages read to them?   
   (Read Aloud Accommodation)   Yes      No     
 
3.  Is this a blind student in grades 3-5 without adequate braille skills?  Yes      No     
 
4. Does the student’s disability prevent him/her from answering questions on a computer? (Scribe Accommodation)                 
Yes      No     
 
5. Does the student have a documented need to use specific software/hardware in order to participate on the Smarter Balanced 
Field Test that does not function on the Smarter Balanced online platform?      Yes      No     
 
 
1. Explain, the accommodation being proposed for this student.  Also identify the subtests for which this 

accommodation would be utilized.  (Attach additional pages if necessary) 
 
2. If applicable, enclose a copy of the student’s most recent psycho-educational, evaluation and physical therapy, 

speech/language, etc., evaluations that document the conditions/characteristics described in item 1, above. List 
the document(s) that are enclosed. 

 
3. Enclose copies of the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 plan documents for the last year 

to document the use of the proposed accommodation in the student’s current instructional setting.   
 
Certification:  We believe that the proposed documented accommodations are necessary in order for this 

student to participate in Smarter Balanced Field Test 

 

Teacher Name                    _______________________________ 
 (Print)                                              Telephone Number 

 

Teacher Signature       

 

Special Education Director Name                      _____________________________ 
 (Print)   Telephone Number 

 

Special Education Director Signature      

 

District Test Coordinator Name                        _____________________________ 
 (Print)   Telephone Number 

 

District Test Coordinator Signature           



Box 2219 ●  Hartford, Connecticut  06145 
An Equal Opportun ity  Employer  

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

 
 

Special Documented Accommodations Procedure 

 

Definition: Accommodations provided during test administration allow students with 
disabilities a greater opportunity to demonstrate their aptitude and achievement in testing 
situations.  This year, districts have been given the option to administer the Smarter 
Balanced Field Test to their students.  This new assessment provides greater access 
opportunities by providing universal tools, supports and documented accommodations.  
However, utilizing appropriate or reasonable accommodations should not interfere with 
the interpretation of student’s scores.  
 
In exceptional circumstances, there may be students whose disabilities require certain 
accommodations to be monitored.  In these cases, upon the request of the district test 
coordinator (DTC) the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) will provide 
information regarding the PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF SPECIAL DOCUMENTED 

ACCOMMODATIONS For Smarter Balanced Field Test 2013-2014.  These petitions 
MUST be submitted to Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) in writing, 
prior to testing (preferably by January 31, 2014).  These petitions must also include all of 
the necessary documentation to support any request for the use of these documented 
accommodations. 
  
Step 1- Initial Contact:   

 DTC contacts CSDE at least two months prior to start of testing and describes 
special testing accommodations needed for a student.  

 
CSDE Contacts:   Janet Stuck-Janet.Stuck@ct.gov  (860-713-6837) or        
                             Joe Amenta- Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov  (860-713-6855)  

 
 DTC provides the following information: 

 state assigned student identification (SASID) number;   
 student name (last, first);  
 date of birth;   
 grade;    
 name of school, and district, or approved private special education 

facility or regional educational service center; and 
 reason for special documented accommodation request. 

 

 CSDE makes initial determination providing suggestions for alternatives utilizing 
standard accommodations and if necessary proceed to Step 2. 

 
Step 2- Petition for Special Documented Accommodations for the Smarter Balanced 

Field Test: 

 CSDE e-mails the Petition for Special Documented Accommodations for the 
Smarter Balanced Field Test.  

mailto:Janet.Stuck@ct.gov
mailto:Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov


 DTC must complete this form and return it with ALL required documentation 
to either Joseph Amenta or Janet Stuck  

 
Janet Stuck 
Bureau of Student Assessment   
Connecticut State Department of Education   
165 Capitol Avenue                                                            
P.O. Box 2219   
Hartford, Connecticut  06145-2219   

Joseph Amenta 
Bureau of Student Assessment   
Connecticut State Department of Education   
165 Capitol Avenue   
P.O. Box 2219   
Hartford, Connecticut  06145-2219   

 
 
Step 3- Review of documentation: 

 CSDE will contact the student’s teacher and/or other appropriate district staff 

to discuss the student’s qualifications and need for the special documented 
accommodation indicated on the Petition for Special Documented 
Accommodations for the Smarter Balanced Field Test  
 

 Criteria used to determine approval of a petition for special accommodations 
include: 
o evidence of appropriate specificity of special accommodations requested 

related to the individual need of the student throughout the IEP document 
(states activities where required/duration/personnel support etc.); 

o evidence that requested special accommodations are currently used during 
classroom instruction; 

o evidence of student’s primary disability impacting test accessibility; 
o evidence of student’s experience level with the special accommodations 

requested; and 
o evidence of goals to increase, maintain or improve functional capabilities 

over time. 
 
Step 4- CSDE sends letter of response to DTC indicating the petition has been 

approved or denied. 

Letters include:  
 date; 
 name and address of DTC petitioning for special accommodation; 
 student name; 
 test year; 
 grade;   
 test;  
 description of disabling conditions and the impact on  test accessibility; and  
 statement of approval or denial. 

Letters of approval also include: 
 explanation of special documented accommodations for each subtest; and 
 names individual (usually DTC) responsible for appropriate submission of 

assessment. 
 
Copies of this letter are sent to the special education teacher, district special education 
supervisor, and CSDE unit coordinator. 
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Guidance for 2013-2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test 

Students Identified As English Learners  

 

This year districts have the option to administer the 2013-14 Smarter Balanced Field Test instead 
of Connecticut’s legacy assessments: the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT); and Connecticut 
Academic Performance Test (CAPT).  When selecting this option, districts must consider the 
impact for students identified as English Learners (ELs).  In order to facilitate a smooth 
transition, the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) is providing the following 
general guidance:  
 

 accommodations for students participating in the legacy CMT/CAPT Assessment System 
will continue to be collected as in prior years via the  Test Accommodations Data 
Collection Web site;  

 all students in Grades 5, 8 and 10 will be assessed in science utilizing the legacy (CMT or 
CAPT) assessment regardless of which assessment option a district selects.  

Guidance Specific to Districts selecting the 2013-14 Smarter Balanced Field Test 

 

In addition to the information above, districts selecting the Smarter Balanced Field Test option 
must consider the guidance provided below.  
 
1. How do we indicate that the EL student will participate in the Smarter Balanced Field 

Test? 

If a district selects the Smarter Balanced Field Test option, students identified as ELs being 
assessed without test accommodations will be registered by districts into the Smarter Balanced 
Field Test System. Specific information regarding this process will be forthcoming. 
 
Students identified as ELs who will be accessing the assessment with accommodations will be 
registered via the Test Accommodations Data Collection Web site using the new 2014 Smarter 

Balanced Test Support/Accommodation Form. 
 
For students who are ELs with disabilities please refer to Guidance for 2013-2014 Smarter 

Balanced Field Test for Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Students 

Receiving Accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504) 

 

Universal accessibility tools, designated supports, and documented accommodations associated 
with the Smarter Balanced Assessment can be viewed in the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium: Usability, Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines.  Connecticut will be 
providing further guidance specific to the 2013-14 Smarter Balanced Field Test in future 
communications. 
 

 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

  

https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
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2.    What if the annual meeting was conducted prior to the district selecting the Smarter 

Balanced Field Test option? 

 

If the annual meeting has been conducted prior to district selection of the Smarter Balanced Field 
Test another meeting should be conducted. The district team, including the parent whenever 
possible, should meet to discuss the changes in the assessment (including previously agreed upon 
accommodations). The Smarter Balanced Test Support/Accommodations Form must be 
completed and entered on the Test Accommodations Data Collection Web site. 
A copy of the completed Smarter Balanced Test Support/ Accommodations Form should be 
provided to the district test coordinator. 
 
Please call Janet Stuck at 860-713-6860 or Joe Amenta at 860-713-6855 for questions related to 
accommodations.  
 
Exit Criteria  

For guidance related to exit criteria for districts selecting the Smarter Balanced Field Test option, 
please refer to 2013-2014 English Learners Exit Criteria letter.  
 
 
 

https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f
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2013-2014 English Learners Exit Criteria 

 
As the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) moves toward the 2014-15 school 
year when Connecticut assessments will be aligned to the Common Core State Standards, the 
Academic Office continues to work with appropriate CSDE consultants to ensure topics related 
to English language learners (ELs) are identified, discussed and processes are communicated 
appropriately.  
 
The request by CSDE to provide Connecticut school districts with new flexibility on statewide 
standardized tests as recommended by the Performance Evaluation Advisory Council (PEAC) 
and approved by the State Board of Education offers districts the option to administer the 
Common Core-aligned Smarter Balanced assessment in English language arts and mathematics 
rather than Connecticut’s legacy assessments, the CMT and CAPT, in the 2013-14 school year.  
Therefore, the following ELs exit criteria for all grades have been established for those districts 
participating in the Smarter Balanced Assessment rather than the CMT or CAPT in 2013-14 
school year. 
 

2013-14 ELs Exit Criteria 

K – 2 ELs Exit Criteria 
Developmental Reading Assessment (second edition) (DRA2) – The State Board of Education 
has established criterion for ELs who take the DRA2.  This criterion will continue for the 2013-
14 academic year.  
 
Pilot districts with State Board of Education approval as an approved pilot activity may use the 
Text Reading Comprehension (TRC) Assessment (produced by Amplify) as exit criteria for 
ELs to determine reading progress and in some cases may also use the DRA2 results.  The M 
Class – Dibbles Next which measures fluency is also used but not for ELs exit criteria.   
 
Equivalent DRA2 benchmarks have been developed for the TRC and approved by the state to 
allow the exit of ELs who has taken this assessment versus the DRA2.   
 
At this time, no other state approval has been granted to districts for other K – 2 ELs exit criteria.  
 

Grades 3 – 8 and High School ELs Exit Criteria 
For the 2013-14 academic year the CMT and CAPT results can be used as in the past for ELs 
exit criteria.   
 
Some districts have been given permission to use the Smarter Balanced Assessment in the spring 
of 2014.  Districts that are granted permission to use the Smarter Balanced Assessment for the 
2013-14 academic year may use the English language proficiency (ELP - LAS Links Form C) 
assessment results as exit criteria for 2014 but must increase the required proficiency level to a 
level five.  This criterion applies for the 2014 year only.  
 
A methodology will be established to determine exit criteria for all grades incorporating both the 
English language proficiency level and the academic performance components once the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment is used by all districts in 2015. 

 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
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