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CMT/CAPT  

Science  

Test Administration  



• Grades 5, 8, and 10 

• Testing Window: March 3 – 28, 2014 

• Accommodations delivered via the Measurement 

Incorporated Secure Testing (MIST) System 

• MIST account usernames and passwords are available on 

the Measurement Incorporated Web Portal.   

• MIST Student Rosters are available on the MIST Proctor 

Site. 

• Test irregularities require a phone call to CSDE 

• CMT:  (860) 713-6860 

• CAPT:  (860) 713-6890  

 

CMT/CAPT Science 



CMT/CAPT Science 

Test materials are posted on the Student 

Assessment page of the CSDE Web site: 

www.ct.gov/sde/StudentAssessment 

• 2014 CMT District Test Coordinator Manual 

• 2014 CMT Test Examiner's Manual – Science Only  

• 2014 CMT MIST Test Examiner's Manual 

• CMT/CAPT Science-only Captivate training module 

• 2014 CMT and CAPT District Test Coordinator 

Workshop PowerPoint 

 

http://www.ct.gov/sde/StudentAssessment


Preparing for the  

Smarter Balanced Field Test 



Field Test Portal 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/  

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/


Practice and Training Tests 
Practice Tests 

• Provide students the opportunity 
to experience a range of grade-
specific item types (as well as 
performance tasks) similar in 
format and structure to the 
Smarter Balanced assessments. 

• Grades 3–8 and 11 

• Approximately 30 items in ELA 
and 30 items in math per grade 
level, plus one PT for each grade 
and content area 

• Scoring guides and classroom 
activities  

 

Training Tests 

• Provide students with an 
opportunity to quickly become 
familiar with the software and 
interface features that will be 
used in the Smarter Balanced 
assessments. 

• Three assessments by grade 
band, 3-5, 6-8 and HS 

• Approximately 14-15 items per 
grade band (6 in ELA and 8-9 in 
math) (No performance tasks)  

• Includes new item types not 
currently present in the practice 
test (matching tables, table fill in, 
evidence based selected 
response)  

 



Available Embedded Universal Tools, 

Designated Supports, and Accommodations 

 Practice Tests 

• All universal tools 

• Most designated supports, 
including: 
– Color contrast  
– Masking  
– Streamlining  
– Text-to-speech items  
– Translations (glossary):  Spanish  

• Most accommodations, including: 
– American Sign Language for all math 

items and ELA listening stimuli and items 
– Braille 

 

Training Tests 

• All universal tools 

• All designated supports, including: 
– Color contrast  

– Masking  

– Streamlining 

– Text-to-speech items  

– Translated test directions:  Spanish  
– Translations (glossary):  Spanish, Arabic, 

Cantonese, Filipino, Korean, Mandarin, 
Punjabi, Russian, Ukrainian, Vietnamese 

– English Glossary  
– Full Translation: Spanish  

• All accommodations, including: 
– American Sign Language for all math items 

and ELA listening stimuli and items  
– Braille  
– Text-to-speech for reading passages in 

grades 6–high school  

 



 

Smarter Balanced Response Types 

 

MC with one correct response 

MC with multiple correct responses 

Two Part multiple-choice 

Matching Tables 

Yes/No or True/False Tables 

Fill-in Tables 

Select or order text or graphics 

Complex drag and drop 

Graphing 

Equation or numeric response 

Short Text 

Long Essay 

 

Constructed 

Response 

Selected 

Response 

Response Types 



Training Modules 

Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) 

What is a Field Test? 

What is a CAT (Computer Adaptive Test)? 

Let’s Talk Universal Tools 

Technology Requirements for Online Testing 

Performance Task Overview 

Student Interface for Online Testing 

Smarter Balanced Test Administration Overview 

Test Administrator (TA) Interface for Online Testing 

Accessibility and Accommodations 



Smarter Balanced Field Test Portal 

Resources available on the Smarter Balanced 
Field Test Portal: http://sbac.portal.airast.org/ 

• Practice Tests and Training Tests 

• Secure Browsers 

• Training Modules 

• Manuals and User Guides 
– Test Administration Manual 

– Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines 

– Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) User Guide 

– Technical Specifications Manual for Online Testing 

– About the Secure Browsers for iPad and Android Tablets 

 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/


Smarter Balanced Field Test Portal 

Resources available on the Smarter Balanced 
Field Test Portal: http://sbac.portal.airast.org/ 

Additional Resources 

• ELA and Mathematics Timing And Sequencing 
Guidance 

• District Test Coordinator Checklist 

• School Test Coordinator Checklist 

• Test Administrator Checklist 

• Keyboard Commands for Students 

• Test Security Incident Log 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/


CSDE Web Site Resources 

Field Test administration materials are available 
on the Smarter Balanced page of the CSDE Web 
site: www.ct.gov/sde/SmarterBalanced 

 

Parent/Guardian Field Test Notification Letter Template 

Available in the following languages: 

• Arabic   

• Chinese   

• Creole   

• Polish   

• Portuguese  

• Spanish 

http://www.ct.gov/sde/SmarterBalanced


Overview of  

Field Test Administration 



Testing Window 

March 18 to June 6, 2014 
 

Districts selected 3-week windows: 

• Window 1: March 18 - April 4 

• Window 2: April 7 - April 25 

• Window 3: April 28 - May 16 

• Window 4: May 19 - June 6 (not available 
for Grades 9 and 10) 

Note: These windows do not open nor close 



Scheduled Downtimes 



The Facts 

Field Test vs. Live Summative 

Test Field Test 2014 Live Test 2015 

Computer Adaptive No* Yes 

Administered March 18 – June 6* Last 12 weeks 

Content Areas 
Mathematics and 

ELA/Literacy 
Mathematics and 

ELA/Literacy 

Grades Assessed 
Grades 3 – 8 & 11 

Grades 9 & 10 
Grades 3 – 8 & 11 

How Administered  Computer Only 
Computer 

Paper-Pencil Option* 

Administration Training 
Yes – 10 web-based 

modules 
Yes 

Test Administration 
Manual 

Yes Yes 



Summative Assessments 

APPROXIMATE Testing Times 
Content Area Grades 

Computer Required In-Class 
Activity 

Total 
CAT PT Only Total 

English 
language 

arts/Literacy 

3-5 1:30 2:00 3:30 0:30 4:00 

6-8 1:30 2:00 3:30 0:30 4:00 

11 2:00 2:00 4:00 0:30 4:30 

Mathematics 

3-5 1:30 1:00 2:30 0:30 3:00 

6-8 2:00 1:00 3:00 0:30 3:30 

11 2:00 1:30 3:30 0:30 4:00 

Combined 

3-5 3:00 3:00 6:00 1:00 7:00 

6-8 3:30 3:00 6:30 1:00 7:30 

11 4:00 3:30 7:30 1:00 8:30 

The  test duration estimates described above are applicable to most 

students. However, Smarter Balanced assessments are not timed tests. 

Some students may need more time while others may made need less 

time to complete the assessment. 



ELA Timing and Sequencing 

Slide 21 



Math Timing and Sequencing 

Slide 22 



Scheduling Test Sessions 

• English Language Arts/Literacy and 
Mathematics Timing and Sequencing 
documents are available on the Smarter 
Balanced Field Test Portal 
(http://sbac.portal.airast.org/) 

• Provide guidance regarding recommended 
number of test sessions and session 
duration 

• Total duration: 
• 45 Days for Non-Performance Task items 

• 10 days for the Performance Task 

 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/


Scheduling Test Sessions 

Recommended order of administration for 
each content area: 

1) Non-PT items 

2) Classroom Activity 

3) Performance Task 
 

Note: The ELA PT has two parts: 

• Part 1 – Research  

• Part 2 – Full write 

 



Classroom Activity 

• Recommended to be administered no more 
than 3 days before the PT 

• Approximately 30 minutes 

• Designed to “level the playing field” to 
ensure that all students understand the 
context of the task 

• Administered in a classroom setting 

• Topics and scripted classroom activities 
available for download by the end of 
February 



DTC Checklist 

Plan training for School Coordinators and Test 
Administrators at least 3 weeks before testing. 

• Provide each Test Coordinator and Test 
Administrator (TA) with the link to the Field Test 
Portal to access the: 

•  Test Administration Manual 
• Provide a hard copy of Appendix A: Directions for 

Administration Script for each TA 

• NOTE: Confirmation Code is the student’s first name 

• Training Modules 

• Test Administration User Guide (early March) 

• TA Practice and Training Test site and TA Interface (early 
March) 



DTC Responsibilities 

• Provide each School Coordinator (SC) and 
Test Administrator (TA) with the appropriate 
checklist  

• Appendix F: School Coordinator Checklist 

• Appendix G:  Test Administrator Checklist 

• Ensure that scratch paper is made available 
for all test sessions 

• Hand held calculators are not permitted for the 
mathematics tests (except for students with an 
IEP or 504 Plan that allows for the use of an 
assistive technology calculator) 



DTC Responsibilities 

Provide each School Coordinator (SC) and Test 
Administrator (TA) with the district/school 
protocol for collecting and destroying all 
printed testing materials including scratch 
paper and note paper 

– All materials must be collected and destroyed 
after each test session 

– Students may not use hand written notes from 
Part 1 of the ELA/Literacy PT during Part 2 

• Notes captured in the embedded digital notepad carry 
over from Part 1 to Part 2 

 



Improprieties, Irregularities, and 

Breaches 



Test Security 

• The Field Tests are secure. All test items 
and test materials are secure and must be 
appropriately handled.  

• Teachers and administrators will NOT have 
access to test items. The same professional 
practices expected on all state assessments 
are expected here and consequences can 
be administered for violations.  

 



• Unusual circumstance that 
has a low impact on the 
individual or group of 
students who are testing  

• Low risk of potentially 
affecting student 
performance on the test, 
test security, or test validity 

• Can be corrected and 
contained at the local level 

• Report to DTC immediately 

 

Test Security Chart 
Impropriety Irregularity 

• Unusual circumstance that 
impacts an individual or 
group of students who are 
testing  

• May potentially affect 
student performance on 
the test, test security or 
test validity 

• Can be corrected at the 
local level 

• An Incident Log must be 
submitted to DTC 
immediately 

• DTC uploads daily Incident 
Logs to Appeals system in 
TIDE within 24 hours 

Breach 
• Event that that poses a 

threat to the validity of the 
test  

• Examples may include 
such situations as a 
release of secure 
materials.  

• These circumstances have 
external implications for 
the Consortium and may 
result in a Consortium 
decision to remove the test 
question(s) from the 
available secure bank. 

• A breach must be reported 
to the DTC immediately  

• DTC reports incident to 
CSDE immediately by 
phone 



Documentation of Improprieties, 

Irregularities, and Breaches 

• Download the Test Security Incident Log 
from the Portal 

• Provide each TA with an Incident Log 

– Suggest prepopulating the following fields for 
each school using information in TIDE 

• District Name 

• State District ID 

• School Name 

• State School ID 

– State and Student Identifier is “CT-” followed by 
the student’s SASID 

 



Reporting Test Security Incidents in 

the TIDE Appeals System 

• Report only those test security incidences 
that require one of these actions 

• Invalidate a test 

• Reset a test 

• Re-open a test 

• Restore a test 



Appeal Types 
Appeal Type   Description 

Invalidate a Test • Eliminates the test 

• Student loses that test and does not receive a score 

• Requested due to test security incidences (e.g., cheating 

discovered after the test window closes) 

Reset a Test • Removes the test from the system 

• Scores associated with the test are removed from the 

system 

• Enables student to start a new test 

• Requested due to accommodations not being set 

properly 

Reopen a Test • Allows for a test that has already been submitted or has 

expired to be re-opened 

Restore a Test That 

Has Been Reset 

• Return a test from the Reset status to its prior status 

• Only allowed on tests that have been reset 

• A test can be restored if it was reset in error 

Note:  The Appeals system can also be used to address incidents that are not 

security related such as re-opening an assessment for a student who becomes 

ill and is unable to resume testing until after testing has expired. 



Communications 



CSDE E-mail Communications 

• Weekly Tuesday Field Test Update 

• Sent to the DTC identified in the MI Web Portal, 
as well as the secondary contact 

• Posted on Recent Communications page on the 
CSDE Website with all other test administration 
resources 

• Field Test technology related e-mails are sent to 
users in the Technology Readiness Tool as 
information is released about technology 



MI Web Portal – Must be Updated 

Update 



Smarter Balanced Web Site 

Stay 
Connected 

www.SmarterBalanced.org 
 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/


CMT/CAPT Science Communication  

Who Phone E-mail Purpose 

CSDE  
Academic Office 

860-713-6860 
860-713-6890 

CMT@ct.gov 
CAPT@ct.gov 

Test Administration 
Questions, 
Accommodations, or 
Irregularities 

Measurement 
Incorporated 
Connecticut Help Line 

866-762-1060 Connecticut@measinc.com 
Shipping or 
Materials Questions 

MIST  
Technical Support Desk 

866-691-1148 MIST Technical Help 

mailto:CMT@ct.gov
mailto:CAPT@ct.gov
mailto:Connecticut@measinc.com


Smarter Balanced Field Test Communication  

Who Phone E-mail Purpose 

CSDE  
Academic 
Office 

860-713-6860 
860-713-6890 

SmarterBalancedCT@ct.gov  
Test Administration 
Questions 

Joe Amenta 
Janet Stuck 

860-713-6855 
860-713-6837 

Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov 
Janet.Stuck@ct.gov 

Accommodation 
Questions 

Gail Pagano 860-713-6821 Gail.Pagano@ct.gov 

Breach Reporting  
Note: Irregularities and 
Improprieties do not 
need to be reported 
directly to CSDE via 
phone or e-mail 

Smarter 
Balanced  
Help Desk 

855-833-1969 
7 am – 10 pm 

SmarterBalancedHelpDesk@ets.org 

Administration 
Procedures and 
Technology Questions 
 

mailto:SmarterBalancedCT@ct.gov
mailto:Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov
mailto:Janet.Stuck@ct.gov
mailto:Gail.Pagano@ct.gov
mailto:SmarterBalancedHelpDesk@ets.org


Technology 



Technology Coordination 

This coordination may include the following 
tasks: 

• Manage Logins 

• Evaluate System Requirements  

• Download Secure Browsers 

• Evaluate Bandwidth 

• Troubleshoot Technical Issues 

 



Technology Resources 

Technical Specifications Manual for Online Testing 
• Provides Internet and network requirements, general hardware and 

software information, secure browser installation instructions, hardware 
and software requirements for Braille users, and information about text-
to-speech and voice packs 

 

Technology Requirements for Online Testing Module 
• Network Requirements:  Configurations that are needed and 

performance factors 

• Network Performance: Bandwidth requirements and wireless 
security/access points. 

• Secure Browser Information 

• Other related information 

 



Secure Browser 

Secure Browser Portal: 

• http://sbac.portal.airast.org//browsers/ 

• The secure browser prevents students from 
accessing other applications during testing. 

• The training and practice tests can be 
accessed with either the Secure Browser, 
or with Chrome, Safari, Internet Explorer 
10, or most native tablet Web browsers. 

• Test assistive technology devices using the 
practice tests with the secure browser. 

 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/browsers/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/browsers/


Secure Browser 

Three ways to install the browser: 

• Download the browser from the Smarter 
Balanced Portal and install it; 

• Download and save the browser onto a 
media device (such as a flash drive) and 
copy and install the files on each 
computer; or 

• Download and save the browser to a 
network folder, and then copy and install 
the files on each computer. 

 



Bandwidth Checker 

 

The Smarter 
Balanced Diagnostic 
Screen allows you to 
ensure that there is 
sufficient bandwidth 
and browser 
capabilities to run the 
Smarter Balanced 
tests.  



Bandwidth Assessment 

Connecticut SchoolSpeedTest Month 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the SchoolSpeedTest  

to assess Internet readiness for  

digital learning and assessment 

 



Bandwidth Assessment 

Test Dates:  
February 3 – 28, 2014 

 

State Goal: 
Measure connectivity speed at every  

K-12 school in Connecticut. 
 

Go to: 
http://partners.schoolspeedtest.org/connecticut.html 

 



Bring Your Own Device 

(BYOD) 

Students can use their own devices. 

• Some considerations: 

– Security 

– Equity 

– Accountability 

– Maintenance  



www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-

assessments/technology/  

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/


www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&q=334492  

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&q=334492


Test Information Distribution Engine 

(TIDE) 



Field Test Portal 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/  

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/




What is TIDE? 

• TIDE provides administrators with the tools 
to add and manage users and students 
participating in the Smarter Balanced Field 
Test.  

• TIDE allows authorized users to manage 
student demographic information, 
designated supports, and accommodations.  

• TIDE allows for the submission of certain 
test security incidents. 

• TIDE is accessible via the Smarter Balanced 
Portal. 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/


TIDE Functions 

Before Testing 

• Establish or update 
user accounts 

• Verify student rosters 
and demographic 
information 

• Set designed 
supports  

• Set accommodations 
for students enrolled 
after February 21. 
(Also add 
accommodations to 
the CSDE 
Accommodations 
Data Entry Web site)  

 

During Testing 

• Update user accounts 

• Add/delete students 
as necessary 

• Update 
accommodations and 
designated supports 

• View reports to 
monitor students’ 
progress in or 
completion of 
assessments 

• Submit test security 
incidents for 
resolution 

• Track the progress of 
appeals 

 

After Testing 

• Ensure that all 
students who should 
have tested have 
done so 

• View reports to 
monitor students’ 
completion of 
assessments 

• Track the progress of 
appeals 

 



User Activation E-mails 

• District Administrators (DAs) should have received a 
set-up e-mail from Smarter-DoNotReply@airast.org.   

 

• As DAs create more user roles, it is important to 
instruct subsequent users to “whitelist” the address 
“airast.org.” 

 

• It is a LEA decision on the number of roles that 
should be created at the district and school level.   

 

mailto:Smarter-DoNotReply@airast.org
mailto:Smarter-DoNotReply@airast.org
mailto:Smarter-DoNotReply@airast.org


TIDE Information 
• The October 2013 PSIS file was used to populate TIDE.  Currently, 

there are no plans to refresh the information from PSIS.   
Note: The Confirmation Code is the student’s first name.  

• Documented accommodations uploaded to the CAPT/CMT 
Accommodations Website by February 21 will be merged with the 
student data on TIDE.   

• After February 21, accommodations will have to be manually set 
in TIDE and documented on the CAPT/CMT Accommodations Web 
site.  

• Designated Supports for students do NOT need to be included on 
the TIDE rosters now. These test supports should be selected 
approximately two weeks before testing to ensure that students 
receive the most appropriate supports during testing.  

     



TIDE User Guide 

Instructions on: 

• Accessing TIDE 

• Managing Users 

• Managing Student Information 

• Appeal Information  

 



TIDE User Roles 



TIDE Tasks Outline   



Special Populations 
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Special Population Websites 
Resources- Website Links Description 

 Accommodations Data 

Entry Web site  

Connecticut State Department of Education website for data collection of:  

CMT/CAPT Accommodations (Census & MAS) including Science grades 

5,8 &10 

CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist: Learner Characteristic Inventory 

Smarter Balanced Supports/Accommodation 

  

Special Education; Section 504, English Language Learners (EL) 

Website remains open throughout testing 

Measurement Incorporated 

Web Portal 

Measurement Incorporated Web Portal: 

  

District Test Coordinator information 

Enter completed CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist (March 3-28,2014) 

Look up teachers trained to administer the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist 

MIST Practice Site This site allows students to take an online test using the Measurement 

Incorporated Secure Test (MIST) system. These practice tests are available to 

provide students with a first-hand look at the online testing interface before the 

live test administration in March. Students will also have the opportunity to 

practice using the available online tools as well as learn how to navigate 

through the test. No feedback or results will be provided. CMT/CAPT Science 

on MIST. 

2013-2014 CMT/CAPT 

Skills Checklist Training 

Four sequenced online sessions are available which correspond to required 

tasks related to the completion of the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist. All four 

sessions must be completed by March 1, 2014. Teachers will be provided with 

a document of completion once all four sessions have been submitted for 

review. 

https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/TAForm/
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/TAForm/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/skills_checklist/learner_characteristic_inventory-12-06.pdf
https://state2.measinc.com/WP/SignIn.aspx
https://state2.measinc.com/WP/SignIn.aspx
https://mist.measinc.com/Practice/CT
http://elearning.serc.co/login/index.php
http://elearning.serc.co/login/index.php
http://elearning.serc.co/login/index.php
http://elearning.serc.co/login/index.php
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Special Population Documents 
Resources- Documents Links Description 

Smarter Balanced Assessment 

Consortium: Usability, 

Accessibility, and 

Accommodations Guidelines 

 

These Guidelines describe the Smarter Balanced universal tools, 

designated supports, and accommodations available for the 

Smarter Balanced assessments at this time. The specific universal 

tools, designated supports, and accommodations approved by 

Smarter Balanced may change in the future if additional tools, 

supports or accommodations are identified for the assessment 

based on state experience and research findings.  

Usability, Accessibility, and 

Accommodations Information 

Chart 

This document provides an overall description of the Smarter 

Balanced universal tools, designated supports, and 

accommodations for the field test. Clicking on any of the feature will 

provide the definition. 

2014 Smarter Balanced 

Connecticut State Department of 

Education Test 

Support/Accommodations Form 

This form is intended for students taking the Smarter Balance Field 

Test to indicate designated supports, and accommodations for the 

field test. This submitted Accommodations Data Entry Web site.  

Special Documented 

Accommodations Procedures 

In exceptional circumstances, there may be students 

whose disabilities require certain accommodations to be 

monitored. In these cases, upon the request of the district 

test coordinator (DTC) the Connecticut State Department 

of Education (CSDE) will provide information regarding 

the  
 Smarter Balanced Petition for Approval of Special Documented 

Accommodations for Smarter Balanced Field Test 2013-14 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Chart.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Chart.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Chart.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Form_-_Smarter_Balanced.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Form_-_Smarter_Balanced.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Form_-_Smarter_Balanced.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Form_-_Smarter_Balanced.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Form_-_Smarter_Balanced.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2014_Accommodation_Form_-_Smarter_Balanced.pdf
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/TAForm/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Special_Documented_Accommodations_Procedure.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Special_Documented_Accommodations_Procedure.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Petition_-_Special_Accommodation_Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Petition_-_Special_Accommodation_Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Petition_-_Special_Accommodation_Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Petition_-_Special_Accommodation_Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test.pdf
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Special Population Multimedia 
Resources- Multimedia Links Description 

Smarter Balanced Assessment 

Accommodations                      

                   [30:00 RUNTIME] 

Presentation - slides only        

(PDF, 8.4mb)  

Presentation with notes           

(PDF, 2mb) 

This Usability, Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines was 

developed with state input by the Smarter Balanced Assessment 

Consortium. It provides the basis for our presentation and Connecticut’s 

interpretations. In this presentation we will NOT address every feature 

available to students during assessment. This document will provide 

you with greater details of ALL of the features. 

Accessibility and 

Accommodations                      

    [35:00 RUNTIME]  

Updated February 10, 2014 
  

This module describes the recommended uses of available universal 

tools, designated supports, and documented accommodations for 

student accessibility to Smarter Balanced assessments. 

Let’s Talk Universal 

Tools                                         

     [14:07 RUNTIME]  

  

This module acquaints students and teachers with the online, universal 

tools (e.g., types of calculators, expandable text) available in the 

Smarter Balanced assessments. This module should be shown to 

students in a classroom/group setting.  For grades 3-8 it is encouraged 

that the teachers be in the room to answer questions from the students 

as they view the module. 

Test Information Distribution 

Engine(TIDE)                            

    [20:31 RUNTIME]  
  

This module provides District/School Test Coordinators and Test 

Administrators detailed information on how to upload student 

information, manage users, and use other features of the TIDE system. 

http://ctserc.org/s/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1233:usability-accessibility-a-accommodations-2013-2014&catid=49:6-monitoring-accountability-and-assessment&Itemid=142
http://ctserc.org/s/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1233:usability-accessibility-a-accommodations-2013-2014&catid=49:6-monitoring-accountability-and-assessment&Itemid=142
http://ctserc.org/s/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1233:usability-accessibility-a-accommodations-2013-2014&catid=49:6-monitoring-accountability-and-assessment&Itemid=142
http://ctserc.org/s/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1233:usability-accessibility-a-accommodations-2013-2014&catid=49:6-monitoring-accountability-and-assessment&Itemid=142
http://serc.us/csdeaccommodations/2014 Accommodationfinal.pdf
http://serc.us/csdeaccommodations/2014 Accommodationfinal.pdf
http://serc.us/csdeaccommodations/2014 Accommodationfinal.pdf
http://serc.us/csdeaccommodations/2014 Accommodationfinal.pdf
http://serc.us/csdeaccommodations/2014 Accommodationfinal.pdf
http://serc.us/csdeaccommodations/2014 Accommodationfinalwnotes.pdf
http://serc.us/csdeaccommodations/2014 Accommodationfinalwnotes.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/7753269018
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/7753269018
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/7753246145
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/7753246145
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/presentations/TIDE/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/presentations/TIDE/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/presentations/TIDE/
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 Universal Accessibility Tools 

 Designated Supports 

 Documented Accommodations 
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Universal Accessibility Tools: Available to ALL students 

Embedded 
• Breaks 

• Calculator 

• Digital Notepad  

• English Dictionary 

• English Glossary 

• Expanded Passages 

• Global Notes 

• Highlighter 

• Keyboard Navigation 

• Mark for Review 

• Math Tools 

• Spell-Check 

• Strikethrough 

• Writing Tools 

• Zoom 

Non-Embedded 
• Breaks 

• English Dictionary 

• Scratch Paper 

• Thesaurus  

Designated Supports: Available to ANY student with 

a need determined by 

educators 

Embedded** 

• Color Contrast 

• Masking 

• Text-to-Speech -NOT 

ELA Passages 

*Translated Test   

  Directions-Math 

• *Translations-Math 

(Glossary)* 

• *Translations-Math 

(Stacked)* 

• Turn off any universal 

accessibility tool 

Non-Embedded 

• *Bilingual Dictionary 

• Color Contrast 

• Color Overlay 

• Magnification 

• Read Aloud-  NOT 

ELA Passages 

• Separate Setting 

• Translation-Math 

(Glossary) 

Documented 

Accommodations: 
Available to students with an 

IEP or 504 Plan 

Embedded** 

• American Sign 

Language 

• Braille 

• Closed Captioning 

• Text-to-Speech (ELA) 

Non-Embedded 

• Abacus 

• Alternate Response Options 

• Calculator 

• Multiplication Table 

• # Print on Demand 

• # Read Aloud- ELA passages 

• # Scribe 

• Speech-to-Text 

 Paper-based format including braille booklets-NOT available for 2014  field test 

** Enter in TIDE *EL-ONLY # Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations  
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Designated Supports 

Embedded** 

• Color Contrast 

• Masking 

• Text-to-Speech 

• Translated Test Directions* 

• Translations (Glossary)* 

• Translations (Stacked)* 

• Turn off any universal 

accessibility tool 

Non-Embedded 

• Bilingual Dictionary* 

• Color Contrast 

• Color Overlay* 

• Magnification 

• Read Aloud 

• Separate Setting 

• Translation (Glossary) 

Available to ANY student with a 

need determined by educators 

** Enter in TIDE 

* ONLY for English Learners (EL) 
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Things to consider when choosing  

Designated Supports 

 Read-aloud features are differentially effective  
for and preferred by students 

 Some features increase engagement and  
motivation in students 

 Too many features can be confusing to 
students 



Documented 
Accommodations 
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Who is  Eligible for  

Documented Accommodations? 
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Embedded Accommodations 

Accommodations that are part of on-line testing platform. 

American Sign Language (ASL) 
Refreshable Braille/ Embosser 

Closed Captioning 

Text-to-Speech 
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Embedded Accommodations 

• Very small number of students with 

specific disabilities qualify 

• NOT available for students in grade 3-5 

• DOCUMENTED need indicated in 

student’s IEP or 504 plan for grades 6-8 

and 11. 

• Headphones are needed unless tested 

individually in a separate setting. 

ELA passages, 

grades 6-8 and 11 
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Non-Embedded Accommodations 

Accommodations that are associated with paper-based testing. 

Abacus Alternate  

Response Options 

Calculator Multiplication Table 

Print on Demand Read Aloud Scribe Speech-to-text 
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Non-Embedded Accommodations 

Read Aloud:  ELA passages, 

grades 6-8 and 11 

• Very small number of students (estimated to 

be approximately 1-2% of students with 

disabilities participating in a general 

assessment) 

• NOT available for students in grade 3-5 

unless the student is blind and does not  yet 

have adequate braille skills 

• DOCUMENTED need indicated in student’s 

IEP or 504 plan for grades 6-8 and 11. 

• Student MUST be tested alone. 

• Trained and qualified human reader . 

• MUST receive approval for this accommodation 

through application to CSDE. (Special 

Accommodation form) 



76 

Non-Embedded Accommodations 

Scribe 

• Trained and qualified scribe. 

• MUST receive approval for this accommodation 

through application to CSDE. (Special 

Accommodation form) 

• MUST supply documentation of a student’s 

significant motor or processing difficulties, or 

who have had a recent injury 

• Student MUST be tested alone. 

• Student is able to develop planning notes via 

the scribe 
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Non-Embedded Accommodations 

 MUST receive approval for this 
accommodation through application to 
CSDE. (Petition for Approval for Special 
Documented Accommodations form) 

 MUST supply documentation of a 
student’s disability preventing the use of 
a computer 

 Your district test coordinator is  
responsible for contacting the Smarter 
Balanced Help Desk in order to set up 
the process to print individual test 
items. 

 Trained and qualified scribe to transfer 
student responses to online 
assessment 

 

 

Print on Demand 
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Connecticut 

SDE 
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https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fTAForm%2f  

District Test 

Coordinator (DTC)  

has District Level  

Username & 

Password 

DTC can create 

access 

for additional users. 

https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/TAForm/
https://solutions.emetric.net/TAForm/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/TAForm/
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ENGLISH LEARNERS 

Exemptions 

 If students arrived March 18, 2013 or later, these 

students may be exempt from SB-FT ELA but not  Math. 

Students in Grades 5, 8 and 10 must also participate in 

Science. 

Exit Criteria 2013-2014 

 English language proficiency (ELP-LAS Links Form C) 

assessment results as exit criteria for 2014 but required 

level 5. 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/

smarter_balanced/Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test_Special_

Populations_Packet.pdf  

 

 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test_Special_Populations_Packet.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test_Special_Populations_Packet.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test_Special_Populations_Packet.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/Smarter_Balanced_Field_Test_Special_Populations_Packet.pdf


Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities 

• Students eligible for the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist will participate in the Skills 
Checklist for the 2013- 2014 school year. 

 

• For the 2014-2015 school year students with significant cognitive disabilities will 
no longer participate in the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist for Math and ELA, but will 
continue to participate in the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist for Science in grades 5, 8, 
and 10 

 

• To prepare for the new alternate assessment some students with significant 
cognitive disabilities are participating in the National Center and State 
Collaborative (NCSC) Pilot Phase 1 beginning April 4 through early May 2014. 

 

• The NCSC Pilot Phase 2 will be conducted in October and November of 2014. 





Connecticut 

SDE 


