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The Smarter Balanced Assessment
System

The summative components include adaptive
tests (CAT) and performance tasks (PT).

The interim components are administered on a
computer using the same test delivery software
as the summative assessments. [tfems are nof
adaptive and include a PT.
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What is a CAT?

« CAT = Computer Adaptive Test

« During the test, the difficulty of questions
changes based on student responses.

* An adaptive test provides more precise
InNformation about student achievement than
a paper-pencil test in which all students see
the same set of questions.

* The interim assessments are currently not
adaptive.
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What is a PT?

PT = Performance Task

Challenge students to apply their knowledge and skills
to respond to complex real-world problems

Collections of questions and activities that are
coherently connected to a single theme or scenario

Measure capacities such as depth of understanding,
writing and research skills, and complex analysis,
which cannot be adequately assessed with fraditional
assessment questions
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Interim Assessment ltems

The items and performance tasks were

developed simultaneously with the summative
assessment items

The items and tasks assess the same content
and skills as the summative assessment

Non-secure/non public
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Two Types of Interim Assessments

Smarter Balanced Interim
Assessments

Interim Comprehensive Interim Assessment
Assessment Blocks
(1AB)
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How are the IAB and ICA Similar?

Available at Grades 3-8 and High School

Administered at teacher’s discretion, including using
off grade-level

Same item types as the summative assessment
Currently not computer adaptive
Scoring:

— Many items are machine scored

— Some constructed-response (open-ended) items
are hand scored by teachers

o Hand scoring materials are available to
support scoring; training is required
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How are the IAB and ICA Different?

Interim Compreagr:)lve Assessments Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB)

« Same design (blueprint) as ||+ Short, focused sets of
summative items grouped by similar
«  One ICA per grade level content
and content area « Between 4-7 |ABs currently
e Must Comp|e1'e both on- available per content
ine items and PT ared
+ OneICA pergrade and ||* 6-18items per block
PT to receive a score * Yield overall information
. Yield overall scale scores, for each block
achievement levels and
claim-level information
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How the Interim Assessments
May Be Used

Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA)

Midyear: A 6th grade teacher has collected formative
InNformation that indicate that her students have
learned a substantial portion of the é6th grade content
standards. The teacher administers an interim
assessment to provide additional data about the
stfudents’ progress.

Cauvution: The ICAs are the equivalent of administering the full
summative assessment
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How the Interim Assessments
May Be Used

Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB)

A teacher recently changed his instruction to
emphasize reading informational text. The teacher
administers a Read Informational Texts IAB o augment
his formative information regarding the degree to
which students learned the skills he emphasized.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




Benefits

. Grade flexibility

— available for students in Grades 3 through high
school

— tests from any grade can be used, depending on
purpose

» Educator Professional Development

— By engaging in hand scoring and analyzing the
results of performance-based student
assessments, teachers have the opportunity to
learn more about the standards, their students,
and their tfeaching practice.
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New Iltem Analysis Feature

* An item analysis feature for the interim assessments
will be available in 2016.

* This feature will be part of
— a student’s Interim Individual Student Report
— a class report

 This feature will include

— list of |IABs the student has tfaken and the score
breakdown for each block

— number of points earned compared to the total
| possible points
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Current Limitations

* There is currently an overlap of items in the ICA
and |ABs for each content areo

» Limited release of |ABs during year one
 Not adapftive

« Both the |ABs and ICA share the same PT for
each grade and contfent area

« Student responses to hand scored items are
only available during the scoring process
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Future Enhancements

« The intferim assessment item bank will be increased
using items from the 2015 embedded field test to
reduce overlap

« Future field testing will allow for a larger item bank
to support adaptive testing

« Secure viewing system being developed to allow
teachers to view/refrieve student responses after
scoring

* The Online Reporting System will provide
suggested links to Digital Library
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Scoring Considerations

ICA: To generate a score, both the on line items and
PT portions must be completed and all hand
scoring submitted using the Teacher Hand
Scoring System (THSS)

IAB: To generate a score, all items within a block
must be completed and all hand scoring, if
applicable, must be completed

Teachers must be trained prior to hand scoring
responses, similar to the fraining required to score
summative assessment items
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Before Interim Assessments are
administered...

Educators should have clarity regarding
the purpose of the assessment and the
uses of the assessment data before
committing to the use of the assessments.
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And...

Although the items are not released to
the public, the interim assessment items

are not secure.
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Considerations

» Provide teachers with fraining on
Implementing assessments, interpreting
results and using data effectively

 Instructional supports, such as Digital Library,
materials, and further professional
development to provide continued support
to teachers
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Welcome Smarter Balanced Assessment!

This site provides resocurces for administering the Smarter
Balanced Assessments for Mathematics and English
Language Arts/Literacy.

-!; Announcements

« TIDE and How to Start f Monitor Online Testing and
Test Traini Webinar
This training webinar will be offered on Twesday.
December 1. 2015 from 230 — 4:30 pome. and
Thursday, December 2, 2015 from 3:30 — 4:30 p.e It
is intended for District Administrators, Diistrict Test
Coordinators, and School Coordinators. It will provide
an owverview of how to navigate the Test Information
Diistribution Engine (TIDE) and the Test Delivery System
(TDS). Participants will learn how to add users in TIDE,
add and manage rosters, set student settings in TIDE,
and start and monitor a tast session using the TA
Interface.

Register for the webinar you wish to attend by clicking
on the date below. After registering., a confirmation
e—mail containing information about joining the
webinar will be sent.
Traini D

- December 1, 2015, 2:30 — 4:30 pm ET

- December 2, 2015, 2:30 — 4:30 pm ET
Adcfad Movarmbar 23, Z0T5

« TIDE will be down for maintenance Twesday, October
13th, 5:00 — 5-30pmm ET. We apologize for amy
inconvenience.
Addfad Octabar 12, Z0TS
* The Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments in English

language arts/literacy and mathematics are available for
administration from October 9, 2015 to June 10, 2016,
Information on navigating the TA Interface can be found
in the TA User Guide and on the How to Activate a Test
Sassion for the Interim Assessments guide_
Users will need TIDE credentials to log in to the TA
Interface. All TIDE accounts have been reset for the
2015-2016 school year. f users hawe not received naw

TIDE credentials from AIRAST-DoMotRephySairast org.
nlease follow rthe instrucrinns for resertinn nasswnnds in
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http://ct.portal.airast.org/
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Assessment Viewing Application (AVA)

« Requires a TIDE username/password

« Allows users to view and interact with the interim
assessments without starting a test session

« Suggested uses:

— A teacher may display the intferim assessment in a
classroom setting after students completed a test.
The teacher can facilitate a discussion about the

Ifems and solutions.

— District personnel responsible for PD may review
the inferim assessments to become familiar with
the content that is assessed, partficularly on each
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Assessment Viewing Application (AVA)

Welcome Smarter Balanced Assessment!

This site provides resources for administering the Smarter

o % Balanced Assessments for Mathematics and English

Language Arts/Literacy.

% Announcements

Cnline Reporting System st oo e TA Practice & Training
Site = TIDE will be down for maintenance Tuesday, October
[+] (=] 12th, 5:00 — 5:30pm ET. Ws apologize for any

inconvenience.

Added October 12, Z0T 5

% = The Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments in English
language arts /literacy and mathematics are available for
. - administration from October 9, 2015 to June 10, 2016.
STEETD (5 (T IR - ST Information on navigating the TA Interface can be found
Teacher Hand Scoring Digital Library in the TA User Guide and on the How to Activate a Test
SVELE a a Session for the Interim Assessments guide.

Users will need TIDE credentials to log in to the TA
Interface. All TIDE accounts have been reset for the
2015-2016 school year. If users hawve not received new
TIDE credentials from AIRAST-DoMotReply@airast.org,
uctions for resetting passwords in
r contact the Help Desk at 1-84<4—
sk@&@air.org.

S
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Certification Application
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ring System (THSS) used to score
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late.
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Scoring the Interim Assessments




Scoring

Specific item types are machine scored

Short-text and full-write items will be hand scored
locally (school/classroom)using scoring rubrics and
training materials

Scoring of non-machine scored items is a local
responsibility

— ICAs and some IABs have items that are not
machine-scored

Scoring of tests

— Same scoring rules as summative tests
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Interim Assessment Hand Scoring

« Educators use Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS)
to assign scores 1o hand scored items

— Rubrics and training materials are provided
within the system
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Teacher Hand Scoring System
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Welcome Smarter Balanced Assessment!

This site provides resources for administering the Smarter
Balanced Assessments for Mathematics and English
Language Arts/Literacy.

% Announcements

= TIDE will be down for maintenance Tuesday, October
12th, 500 — 5:20pm ET. Ws apologize for any

incConwvenience.
Added October 12, 2015

= The Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments in English
language arts/literacy and mathematics are available for
administration from October 9, 2015 to June 10, 2016.
Information on navigating the TA Interface can be found
in the TA User Guide and on the How to Activate a Test
Session for the Interim Assessments guide.

Users will need TIDE credentials to log in to the TA
Interface. All TIDE accounts have been reset for the
2015-2016 school year. If users hawve not received new
TIDE credentials from AIRAST-DoMNotReply@&@airast.org,
please follow the instructions for resetting passwords in
the TIDE User Guide or contact the Help Desk at 1-844—
202-7583 or cthelpdesk@air.org.

The Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS) used to score
Interim Assessment constructed response test itemns will
be released at a later date.

Added October 9. ZOTS
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Score Reporting
Interim Comprehensive Assessments Interim Assessment Blocks

ICA reporting |AB reporting
* s the same as the summative
assessment * is by student, grade, school,
* is by student, grade, school, district
district
* indicates achievementlevel ¢ can be broken down by
for mathematics and English target at an aggregafte level
language arts(ELA) (dependent on N count)
* provides an overall score for
math and ELA « provides one classification per
* designates one classification block: “Below Standard,”
per claim in both math and “At/Near Standard,” and
ELA: “Below Standard,” “Above Standard”
“At/Near Standard,” and

| “Above Standard”
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Online Reporting System (ORS)

Welcome Smarter Balanced Assessment!

This site provides resources for administering the Smarter
o Balanced Assessments for Mathematics and English
w Language Arts/Literacy.

% Announcements

Cnline Reporting System Lt oo S TA Practice & Training
Site = TIDE will be down for maintenance Tuesday, October
(=] 12th, 5:00 — 5:30pm ET. Ws apologize for any

inconvenience.

Added October 12, Z0T 5

% = The Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments in English
language arts /literacy and mathematics are available for
| % - administration from October 9, 2015 to June 10, 2016.
Foeu Information on navigating the TA Interface can be found
TIDE a Digital Library in the TA User Guide and on the How to Activate a Test
. . a Session for the Interim Assessments guide.
onllnE REpDrtlng —E Users will need TIDE credentials to log in to the TA
S?Stem - Interface. All TIDE accounts have been reset for the

2015-2016 school year. If users hawve not received new
TIDE credentials from AIRAST-DoMotReply@airast.org,

ahads please follow the instructions for resetting passwords in
the TIDE User Guide or contact the Help Desk at 1-844—
202-7583 or cthelpdesk@®@air.org.
Test Administration Test Administration Assessment Wiewing =
Certification Application The Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS) used to score

& 8 8 Interim Assessment constructed response test items will
be released at a later date.
Added Ocrober 2, 2075

Smarter Balanced Manuals for Online
Resources Testing
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https://neac.sso.airast.org/auth/SSORedirect/metaAlias/neac/idp?SAMLRequest=fZJNb%2bIwEIb/SuQ7cb4awAKkEECLxJYoTnvoBXnDLFhK7KzH6bb/viZ0F3qpZF/G88y883pmKNqmY1lvz6qEPz2g9d7aRiEbHuakN4ppgRKZEi0gszXj2c8di/yAdUZbXeuG3CHfEwIRjJVaEW%2b7mhMepfkkmsbjhzhNgmC8mYZ5Ms024TRJ18tJHi/XkzRZRllEvGcw6MA5cXUcjdjDVqEVyrpQED6MgskoSqsoZKE78cslp3D95CvMyW/RIBBvo00Nw6z/Qys3sVTCDqXP1nbIKFUgah9R%2b0IagdbX5sSSJKbCoZTzfQlHaaC2tAUrskYKHBAqjx3xik9XllIdpTp9b8ivaxKyH1VVjIo9r4iX/TMp1wr7FgwH8ypreCp3N4m19Q102li8E0nzHb/cnT5J5Qvs3shidvkVNvhlFrw4PK6z/JBXh33JD0W5X83ofcLsug%2bPTuh2VehG1u9e1jT6b25A2JuTdHHlvq7O4gM%3d
https://neac.sso.airast.org/auth/SSORedirect/metaAlias/neac/idp?SAMLRequest=fZJNb%2bIwEIb/SuQ7cb4awAKkEECLxJYoTnvoBXnDLFhK7KzH6bb/viZ0F3qpZF/G88y883pmKNqmY1lvz6qEPz2g9d7aRiEbHuakN4ppgRKZEi0gszXj2c8di/yAdUZbXeuG3CHfEwIRjJVaEW%2b7mhMepfkkmsbjhzhNgmC8mYZ5Ms024TRJ18tJHi/XkzRZRllEvGcw6MA5cXUcjdjDVqEVyrpQED6MgskoSqsoZKE78cslp3D95CvMyW/RIBBvo00Nw6z/Qys3sVTCDqXP1nbIKFUgah9R%2b0IagdbX5sSSJKbCoZTzfQlHaaC2tAUrskYKHBAqjx3xik9XllIdpTp9b8ivaxKyH1VVjIo9r4iX/TMp1wr7FgwH8ypreCp3N4m19Q102li8E0nzHb/cnT5J5Qvs3shidvkVNvhlFrw4PK6z/JBXh33JD0W5X83ofcLsug%2bPTuh2VehG1u9e1jT6b25A2JuTdHHlvq7O4gM%3d

Interim Assessments

S I'I :rter Home =+ ContactUs = Member States Login
Balanced -

Assessment Consortium Stay Connected }“4 What are you looking for? m

ABOUT SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS K-12 EDUCATION HIGHER EDUCATION PARENTS & STUDENTS RESOURCES & EVENTS

. SCHOOL YEARS
lnterfm Assessments See what's happening and when with

Smarter Balanced. See School Years b
The Smarter Balanced interim assessments allow teachers to
check student progress throughout the year, giving them
acfionable information to inform instruction and help students & & o

meet the challenge of college- and career-ready standards. -.-_

—

FAST FACTS

The interim assessments are one of the three major components of the Smarter Balanced Assessment
System—along with the end-of-year summative assessments in English language arts/literacy and mathematics

and a Digital Library of formative assessment tools and practices that supports classroom instruction. 2 0 1 4 1 5
-
Teachers can use the interim assessments throughout the year to gauge student progress toward mastery of the
skills measured by the summative assessment and to assess targeted concepts at strategic points dunng the ... will be the first school year of full
school year. implementation of the new assessments.

Key Features

+ Grades 3-8 and high school are supported. At the high school level, the assessments are consistent with the
grade 11 summative design and may be administered in grades 9, 10, 11, and/or 12.

= There are two options for the interim assessments: 3 TWITTER

has improved student
achieverment & teacher development according
to this NV educator via

« Interim Comprehensive Assessments use the same blueprint as the summative assessments, assess
the same range of standards, and provide scores on the same scale.

= Interim Assessment Blocks focus on smaller sets of related concepts and provide more detailed
information for instructional purposes. There are between five and seventeen blocks per subject per grade.

was developed by
. Learn more:

+ Test questions are not secure, and there are no restrictions on the number of times that teachers or students
may access assessments.
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Professional Development Opportunities

The What, the How, and the Why of
Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments

To reqister visit:
www.CTCoreStandards.org
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http://www.ctcorestandards.org/

Focus of the Workshop

Purposes and uses for the Interim Comprehensive
Assessments and the Interim Assessment Blocks for
English language arts/literacy and mathematics

Scoring student responses using the hand-scoring
training materials

Using student scores and responses to support
instruction
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Learn More

« Connecticut State Department of Education
Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal
hitp://ct.portal.qairast.org

o Student Assessment Newsletter
www.sde.ct.gov/sde/SAN

« Student Assessment Web page
www.ct.gov/sde/StudentAssessment
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http://ct.portal.airast.org/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&q=335452
http://www.ct.gov/sde/StudentAssessment

Stay Connected

Sign up for Smarter News L P ascute O
SmarterBalanced.org/stay-connected R
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Srrarter Salanced
[ 2013 Mat'l TOY Jeffrey Charbonneau talking
about changing the conversation in &
around public education. #ecsnf204

Get instant updates
Twitter.com/SmarterBalanced

CoONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CSDE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

STUDENT ASSESSMENT NEWS
September 18, 2015

Archived Student Assessment News
CTStudentAssessment@ct.gov
860-713-6860

Read the Student Assessment News
www.ct.gov/sde/SAN
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