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Presentation Notes
Welcome to this year’s presentation on accessibility features available on the Smarter Balanced Assessments. This presentation is provided to Connecticut educators who will administer the Smarter Balanced assessments during this current school year. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Assessment Guidelines  located on the CSDE website provides the basis of much of the information covered in this presentation. 
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Accessibility Considerations

Motor Skills

Vision
Cognitive Load

Language

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we refer to Accessibility Considerations as it pertains to the Smarter Balanced Assessments, we are referring to 4 basic areas that are addressed through the implementation of these Assessments. They are:
(Advance animation)
Vision- which includes Blind, visually impaired, and some print disabilities
(Advance animation)
Cognitive Load- An Important consideration especially for students who may have their educational materials modified for improved access to grade level content
(Advance animation)
Language-  Which  includes English learners whose primary language is not English. It also includes deaf or hearing impaired students. And finally
(Advance animation)
Motor Skills- Which are any physical disability both permanent or temporary  
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• Universal Tools

 Designated Supports

 Accommodations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of these accessibility considerations are categorized into these 3 groups. Universal Tools, Designated Supports and Accommodations.
The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium strives to provide every student with a positive and productive assessment experience, generating results that are a fair and accurate estimate of each student’s achievement.
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Universal Tools: Available to ALL students
Embedded

•Breaks
•Calculator
•Digital Notepad 
•English Dictionary
•English Glossary
•English Thesaurus
•Expanded Passages
•Global Notes
•Highlighter
•Keyboard Navigation
•Mark for Review
•Math Tools
•Spell Check
•Strikethrough
•Writing Tools
•Zoom

Non-Embedded
•Breaks
•English Dictionary
•Scratch Paper
•Thesaurus 

Designated Supports: Available to ANY student with a need 
determined by educators

Embedded
•Color Contrast
•Masking
•Text-to-Speech 
•*Translations-Math (Glossary)
•*Translations-Math (Stacked)
•Turn off any universal 

accessibility tool

Non-Embedded

•*Bilingual Dictionary
•Color Contrast
•Color Overlay
•Magnification
•Noise Buffering 
•~Read Aloud
•Separate Setting
•Translation-Math (Glossary)
•Translation Test Directions

Accommodations: Available to students with an IEP 
or 504 Plan

Embedded
•American Sign Language (Video)
•Braille
•Closed Captioning
•Streamline
•Text-to-Speech (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 3-8

Non-Embedded
•Abacus
•Alternate Response Options
•Braille Booklet
•Calculator- grades 6-8
•Large Print Booklet
•Multiplication Table-grades 4-8
•# Print on Demand
•~ # Read Aloud- (ELA-reading Passages) grades 

3-8
•~ # Scribe
•Speech-to-Text

*Intended for English Learners (EL)

# Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

~ Requires Trained Educator

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we delve into these 3 accessibility levels, be aware that throughout this presentation you will be provided with links to other websites and documentation that will assist you in gathering further information.
For example the SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS PORTAL Header on the top left on this page
(Advance animation)
 will link (also referred to as hyperlink)you to resources for the Smarter Balanced Assessments in Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy. Please remember when viewing materials from the Smarter Balanced Assessment consortium that  CT may vary in policy regarding some supports or accommodations. You will be provided with more information about these links as we proceed, but for now, let’s take a look at how Universal tools, Designated Supports and Accommodations fit together. 
(Advance animation)
Universal tools are access features of the assessment that are available to ALL students. Note that header Universal Tools is hyperlinked. By clicking on it, you will be shown  a 14 minute video training module called Let’s Talk Universal Tools provided by Smarter Balanced that acquaints students and teachers with the online, universal tools.
(Advance animation)
These assessment tools are provided digitally through the assessment technology referred to as  (embedded). Notice that certain embedded universal tools such as English Dictionary and Keyboard Navigation are also hyperlinked. Smarter Balanced provides further explanation of these embedded tools.
(Advance animation)
Universal tools are also available non-digitally at the local level referred to as (non-embedded)- THESE ARE PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL.
(Advance animation)
Designated Supports are available for use by any student including a general education student for whom the need has been indicated by an adult (or team of adults, or adults and student). 
(Advance animation)
These also include embedded supports that need to be turned on prior to a student taking the test online.
(Advance animation)
Again, non-digital (non-embedded) supports are THOSE SUPPLIED BY THE SCHOOL. As a special note, some of these designated supports both embedded and non-embedded are intended for English Learners. These are students whose primary language is not English.
(Advance animation)
Finally, accommodations are only available to students with an IEP or section 504 plan.
(Advance animation)
These also include  embedded and non-embedded (THOSE SUPPLIED BY THE SCHOOL).
(Advance animation)
Both Designated Supports and Accommodations on the embedded lists, require that they are selected prior to testing.
Therefore collecting this information is critical. More information about how to enter these Designated Supports and Accommodations will be discussed later in the presentation. Some accommodations have special requirements.
(Advance animation)
The read aloud and scribe non-embedded accommodations requires that teachers sign off and follow additional protocols.
(Advance animation)
Also,certain accommodations under non-embedded, those with a pound sign # require approval through the Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations  more about this later.  





http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Embedded-Universal-Tools-and-Online-Features-FINALnarrated_030415.pptx
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/KeyboardCommandsForStudents.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=2
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CT_Braille_Reqs_Manual_2014-15.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Scribing-Protocol.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Module-FINAL-narrated.pptx
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Module-FINAL-narrated.pptx
http://ct.portal.airast.org/
http://ct.portal.airast.org/
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Available to ALL students

Embedded
• Breaks
• Calculator
• Digital Notepad 
• English Dictionary
• English Glossary
• English Thesaurus
• Expanded Passages
• Global Notes
• Highlighter
• Keyboard Navigation
• Mark for Review
• Math Tools
• Spell Check
• Strikethrough
• Writing Tools
• Zoom

Non-Embedded
• Breaks
• English Dictionary
• Scratch Paper
• Thesaurus 

Universal Tools:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are the Universal Tools available to all students. Remember, all of the embedded tools are automatically made available on the Smarter Balanced assessments when it is appropriate for that particular test item. So for example, the embedded calculator would only appear on math questions that allow for the use of a calculator. It is important that students become familiar with these embedded tools and how to use them. 

(Advance animation)
Three of the Embedded Universal Tools;  hyperlinked here, provide you with documentation that further explains how they are used.
 (Advance animation)
So,by clicking on English Dictionary or English Thesaurus, you can access more information on how these particular tools are used during testing.
(Advance animation)
(Advance animation)
And by clicking on Keyboard Navigation, you can print off a document that can be provided to your student on how to use this tool.


http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/KeyboardCommandsForStudents.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Embedded-Universal-Tools-and-Online-Features-FINALnarrated_030415.pptx
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Designated Supports

Available to ANY student with a 
need determined by educators

Embedded

• Color Contrast
• Masking
• Text-to-Speech 
• *Translations-Math 

(Glossary)
• *Translations-Math 

(Stacked)
• Turn off any universal 

accessibility tool

Non-Embedded
• *Bilingual Dictionary
• Color Contrast
• Color Overlay
• Magnification
• Noise Buffering 
• ~Read Aloud
• Separate Setting
• *Translation-Math (Glossary)
• *Translation Test Directions

*Intended for English Learners (EL)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Designated Supports are also available to all students but require a decision be made by educators who are most familiar with a student’s needs. For example the non-embedded designated support of separate setting at one time was considered an accommodation but now available to any student with that need. It should be noted that separate setting allows a student to either be tested alone or within a small group.
It’s also worth noting that some of these designated supports, even though available to all students,  are ONLY appropriate, for English Learners or EL, whose primary language is not English. However, there may be cases for providing these designated supports intended for EL students for someone who perhaps is no longer identified as EL but may benefit from these supports.

http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=2
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is more information on the embedded designated support glossaries for mathematics. Note that you can choose a specific foreign language or a foreign language as well as English. In that setting, both glossaries are made available to the student. Included with the various language glossaries, students will also have access to audio pronunciation of the selected words.

http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To obtain a copy of the various translated test directions, you can go to this webpage. This document provides the translation of the test directions in selected languages. A biliterate student or adult can read these directions in conjunction with the online Math test. 

http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=2
http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=2
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The preferred method for a student to have text read to them is through the online text to speech feature. In cases where this is not possible, a person can provide it through read aloud. 
For any educator who will be providing read aloud to a student, this form needs to be completed and faxed back to CSDE. This form indicates the person has read and understands their role as a read aloud person as explained in the Guidelines for Read Aloud, Test Reader.

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
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Things to consider when choosing 
Designated Supports

 Text to Speech/Read Aloud features are 
differentially effective for and preferred by students

 Some features increase engagement and 
motivation in students

 Too many features can be confusing to students

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Things to consider when choosing Designated Supports

(Advance animation)
(Advance animation)
(Advance animation)

Researchers found that students needed to have the opportunity to practice new item types and new accessibility features. The message in all of this, is that a designated support is ONLY beneficial if the student truly needs it, has had an opportunity to try it out in the classroom and agrees to use it during assessment. All this must be taken into consideration by those educators who will be making the determination that a student receives these designated supports.
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Check Your Understanding (Part 1)
1. Accessibility features are intended only for students with disabilities.   

T/F
2. Universal Tools are available to all students during testing. T/F
3. Designated Supports are only available to students with an IEP, section 

504 plan or EL. T/F
4. ‘Embedded’ refers to any accessibility feature that is provided by the 

school. T/F
5. Read Aloud refers to the computer reading text to the student. T/F
6. Translation Math Stacked is only available in Spanish. T/F
7. Translation Test Directions can only be used by a trained test 

administrator. T/F
8. General education students can be provided with Text- to- Speech of the 

math test. T/F
9. A student must be registered as EL in the district in order to receive 

Designated Supports such as Translation Test Directions. T/F
10. Separate Setting requires that a student is tested alone. T/F
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Who is  Eligible for Accommodations?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is  Eligible for Smarter  Balanced Accommodations?
(Advance animation)
For students with disabilities, accommodations are provided during instruction and assessments to help promote equal access to grade-level content. This means that a student would have an active INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM or IEP.
(Advance animation)
Accommodations are also available under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504).
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Who Is Involved in 
Accommodations Decisions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For students receiving special education services, IEP teams must make assessment and accommodations, including designated supports, decisions for these students based on individual need in accordance with state and federal guidelines.
For students with a section 504 plan it is expected that a similar process is used to determine a student’s needs for testing.

These decisions are made by a team,  rather than a single individual. The team should  include the parent or guardian, and at least one teacher and administrator. Students are strongly encouraged to participate as well.
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Accommodations
Available to students with an IEP or 504 Plan 

Embedded
• American Sign Language

(Video)
• Braille
• Closed Captioning
• Streamline
• Text-to-Speech (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 3-8

Non-Embedded

• Abacus
• Alternate Response Options
• Braille Booklet
• Calculator- grades 6-8
• Large Print Booklet
• Multiplication Table-grades 

4-8 
• # Print on Demand
• ~ Read Aloud- (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 3-8
• ~ # Scribe
• Speech-to-Text

# Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

~ Requires Trained Educator

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Similar to Universal Tools and Designated Supports
(Advance animation)
Accommodation also come as Embedded
(Advance animation)
And Non-Embedded
(Advance animation)
With some requiring a trained educator and in some cases…
(Advance animation)
a petition to request special documented accommodations.
Let’s start by taking a closer look at Embedded Accommodations.

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CT_Braille_Reqs_Manual_2014-15.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Scribing-Protocol.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
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Embedded Accommodations
Accommodations that are part of on-line testing platform.

American Sign Language (ASL)
Refreshable Braille/ Embosser

Closed Captioning

Text-to-
Speech of 
Reading 
Passages 
(Grades 3-8)

Streamline

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Advance animation)
The first one under embedded accommodations is American Sign Language or ASL- The American Sign Language  Embedded Accommodation is available for ELA listening stimuli  and items as well as mathematics items. 
(Advance animation)
Using this accommodation, students can retrieve ASL videos to help access test content. These videos appear in a window on the same screen as the items and shows a human signer translating test content. Students may view portions of the ASL video as often as needed. 
(Advance animation)
(Advance animation)
Braille is a raised-dot code that individuals read with the fingertips. Graphic material (e.g.,maps, charts, graphs, diagrams, and illustrations) is presented in a raised format (paper or thermoform). Contracted and non-contracted braille is available; Nemeth code is available for math. Refreshable braille is available only for ELA because Nemeth Code is not available via refreshable braille. For math, braille will be presented via embosser; embosser-created braille can be used for ELA also. The type of braille presented to the student (contracted or non-contracted) and method of presentation (booklet or embosser) is collected on the state’s accommodation website. 
(Advance animation)
Closed Captioning is printed text that appears on the computer screen as audio materials are presented. This is available for students who are deaf or hard of hearing and who typically access information presented via multi-media by reading words that appear in synchrony with the audio presentation.
(Advance animation)
Streamline ELA and Math test is presented without a split screen. 
(Advance animation)
Text-to-speech  for ELA reading passages, text is read to the student via embedded text-to-speech technology. The student is able to control the speed as well as raise or lower the volume of the voice via a volume control. This is available in grades 3 through 8.

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
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EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS
• Very small number of students with 

specific disabilities qualify, typically 1 to 
1.5% of the tested population of students.

• Available for students in grade 3-8 but 
special care should be taken when 
selecting this accommodation for these 
grades.

• DOCUMENTED need indicated in 
student’s IEP or 504 plan.

• Headphones are needed unless tested 
individually in a separate setting.

ELA passages,
grades 3-8 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Advance animation)
Let’s take a closer look at the text to speech accommodation for ELA reading passages. This is a relatively new use of this accommodation for us in Connecticut and requires that we are very cautious in assigning this accommodation to students.
Here are the facts:
(Advance animation)
First off, this accommodation is appropriate for a very small number of students (estimated to be approximately 1- 1.5% of the tested population).
(Advance animation)
For students in grades 3 - 8, this accommodation is available but special care should be taken in selecting it given that it may have long-term implications for the child. This of course also applies to the non-embedded version, read aloud. Guidance around this accommodation will be addressed later in this presentation.
(Advance animation)
Of course, for all tested students text-to-speech of the reading passages is available as an accommodation only if it is clearly documented in an IEP or 504 plan. This will require that SDE closely monitors schools who are selecting this accommodation
Finally, students who use text-to-speech will need headphones unless tested individually in a separate setting.
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Non-Embedded Accommodations
Accommodations that are supplied at the school level.

Abacus *Alternate 
Response Options

Calculator

Multiplication Table *Print on Demand Read Aloud for 
ELA Reading 

Passages

Scribe *Speech-to-text

*Permissive mode needs to be activated 

Braille Booklet Large Print Booklet

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now let’s take a look at the non-embedded accommodations. As a reminder, these are accommodations that are supplied by the school directly to students. 
(Advance animation)
Abacus is a tool used in place of scratch paper for students who typically use it in the classroom. This accommodation is only available in math.
(Advance animation)
Alternate response options include but are not limited to adapted keyboards, large keyboards, StickyKeys, MouseKeys, FilterKeys, adapted mouse, touch screen, head wand, and switches. We do NOT need to know what specific devices are used during testing but it is extremely important that these devices work appropriately since some alternate response options are external devices that must be plugged in and be compatible with the assessment delivery platform. Teachers are strongly encouraged to use the Smarter Balanced Practice Test site to try any device that the student will need.
(Advance animation)
Braille Booklets are available to visually impaired students in both contracted and non-contracted version. It should be noted that these tests call for a fixed form and therefore would not be adaptive. 
(Advance animation)
A specialized Calculator is for students requiring calculators in grades 6-8, such as a braille calculator or a talking calculator. Test administrators should ensure that the calculator is available ONLY for designated calculator items.
(Advance animation)
Large Print Booklets are also available to visually impaired students and similar to braille, these tests call for a fixed form and therefore would not be adaptive. 
(Advance animation)
Multiplication Table (1-9) is available for students in grade 4 and above for math items. This is ONLY for students with a documented and persistent calculation disability (i.e., dyscalculia). 
(Advance animation)
A very small percentage of students may need the Print on demand accommodation which produces printed paper copies of either passages/stimuli and/or items for students. Permission for those students needing a paper copy of one or more items, must be confirmed by contacting the Help Desk prior to test administration. Your district test coordinator will be the person responsible for contacting the Help Desk. Districts MUST receive approval for this accommodation through application to CSDE. (Petition for Approval for Special Documented Accommodations form)
(Advance animation)
Read aloud by a qualified human reader for ELA passages, is for a very small number of students in grades 3-8; blind students in grades 3-8 who do not yet have adequate braille skills may also qualify for this accommodation. Similar to text to speech for ELA Reading Passages, for grades 3-8, special care should be taken in selecting this accommodation given that it may possibly have long-term implications for the child. 
(Advance animation)
A Scribe for math and ELA requires individuals trained and qualified to provide this accommodation. More about this accommodation later in the presentation. (Petition for Approval for Special Documented Accommodations form)
(Advance animation)
And finally, Speech-to-text as a non-embedded accommodation include voice recognition software which allows students to use their voice as input via a device into the computer. This accommodation allows students to dictate responses or give commands. Speech-to-text software requires that the student have prior experience with this accommodation. For many of these students, using voice recognition software is the only way to demonstrate their composition skills but students use of speech-to-text does require that students know writing conventions and that they have the review and editing skills required of students who enter text via the computer keyboard. It is important that students who use speech-to-text also be able to develop planning notes via speech-to-text, and to view what they produce while composing via speech-to-text. If students use their own assistive technology devices, all assessment content should be deleted from these devices after the test for security purposes. 
(Advance animation)
As a special note, those non-embedded accommodations that interact with the online testing system require that feature to gain access to the secure online environment. Those accommodations indicated with an asterisk (*)  must have the permissive mode turned on.

http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
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NON-EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS

Read Aloud:  ELA Reading 
Passages, grades 3-8

• Very small number of students (estimated 
to be approximately 1-1.5% of students 
participating in a general assessment)

• DOCUMENTED need indicated in 
student’s IEP or 504 plan for grades 3-8 

• Student MUST be tested alone.

Trained and qualified human reader.

• MUST receive approval for this 
accommodation through application to 
CSDE . (Special Accommodation form)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s review and expand our discussion of the Read Aloud accommodation.
(Advance animation)
In order for a student to receive Read Aloud of ELA reading passages for grades 3- 8, a school will need to receive approval through a formal application . This application will follow the special accommodation process which requires the submission of documentation supporting the student’s needs. 
(Advance animation)
Similar to the embedded version of this accommodation ,text-to-speech, a very small number of students with disabilities are expected to qualify for this accommodation.
(Advance animation)
For students in grades 3 – 8, Read Aloud of ELA Reading Passages is available as a documented accommodation for students whose need is documented in an IEP or 504 plan. This will require that SDE closely monitors schools who are selecting this accommodation.
(Advance animation)
Trained Readers should be provided to students on an individual basis – not to a group of students. A student should have the option of asking a reader to slow down or repeat text.
(Advance animation)
A trained and qualified human reader is required to sign off and follow additional protocols.

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
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Guidelines for Choosing TTS or Read Aloud in Grades 3-5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Advance animation)
These guidelines are available to help determine the need for TTS or Read Aloud of the reading passages. Created by Smarter Balanced with the help of states in the consortium and national experts, these guidelines emphasize the importance of knowing which students truly qualify for this accommodation. Although these guidelines refer to students in grades 3-5, we in CT have determined that these guidelines should apply to students in grades 3-8.


http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Guidelines-for-Choosing-TTS-or-Read-Aloud-in-Grades-3-5-.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Guidelines-for-Choosing-TTS-or-Read-Aloud-in-Grades-3-5-.pdf
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This new required form called Text-to-Speech and Read Aloud Decision Guidelines, has been created to help a PPT or 504 teams decide on whether a student in grades 3-8 qualifies to receive either the read aloud or text to speech accommodation of the ELA reading passages. If a student requires a read aloud of the reading passages instead of Text to Speech, this form is submitted along with the  Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations . Again, if the student is able to be accommodated with the Text to Speech of the Reading Passages, ONLY this form is required to be submitted to CSDE.
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NON-EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS

Scribe • Trained and qualified scribe.

• All other options have been considered 
before applying for this accommodation.

• MUST supply documentation of a student’s 
significant motor or processing difficulties, 
or who have had a recent injury.

• Student MUST be tested alone.

• Student is able to develop planning notes via 
the scribe.

Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

• Submit Scribing Protocol for Smarter 
Balanced Assessments 
Security/Confidentiality Agreement 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Advance animation)
In order for a student to receive a scribe, a school will first need to review all of the options available to a student that would allow that student to take their test independently.
(Advance animation)
Documentation will be required to be submitted to CSDE to show the need for this accommodation.
(Advance animation)
Student will need to be tested alone.
(Advance animation)
Students should be able to develop planning notes via the scribe, and to view what they produce while composing via dictation to the scribe.
(Advance animation)
A trained and qualified scribe follows the administration guidelines  provided in the Scribing Protocol for Smarter Balanced Assessments and  
(Advance animation)
Returns a signed  Scribing Protocol for Smarter Balanced Assessments Security/Confidentiality Agreement to CSDE.
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Non-Embedded Accommodations

 MUST receive approval for this 
accommodation through application to 
CSDE. (Petition for Approval for Special 
Documented Accommodations form)

 MUST supply documentation of a student’s 
disability preventing the use of a computer.

 Your district test coordinator is  
responsible for contacting the Smarter 
Balanced Help Desk in order to set up the 
process to print individual test items.

 Trained and qualified scribe to transfer 
student responses to online assessment. 
Therefore you will also need to apply for 
the Scribe accommodation as described in 
the previous slide.

Print on Demand

Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The print on demand accommodation also requires approval through application to CSDE. (Petition for Approval for Special Documented Accommodations form). You will need to supply documentation of a student’s disability preventing the use of a computer.

Your district test coordinator is  responsible for contacting the Help Desk in order to set up the process to print individual test items.

Since the information must be transferred,  a trained and qualified scribe will need to transfer student responses to online assessment
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• Sample test items at each grade level in both ELA and Math

• Familiarize students with responding online 

• Familiarize students with embedded accessibility features

• Confirm compatibility of non-embedded software or hardware

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the practice tests is to provide familiarity with the system, its functionality, and item types; the tests are not intended to guide classroom instruction. 
On the Practice and Training Tests you are able to:
(Advance animation)
Provide students with sample items  in ELA and Math in any of the tested grades.
(Advance animation)
Students need to know how to answer questions and how to navigate online.
(Advance animation)
As we discussed earlier in this presentation, there are a variety embedded universal tools, design supports and accommodations, this site allows students to see not only how these tools are used but whether some are needed or not.
(Advance animation)
For some students, they may need some specific software or hardware to work on top of the secured testing platform, this site give you the ability to confirm compatibility of these non-embedded software or hardware.



https://login5.cloud1.tds.airast.org/student/V111/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Connecticut_PT
https://login5.cloud1.tds.airast.org/student/V111/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Connecticut_PT
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Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM): 
Simply Said 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what kind of resources are available to educators in assisting them in determining a student’s needs in terms of curriculum access? One recommend resource is AIM or Accessible Instructional Material. This website created by CSDE and SERC will guide you in determining whether the very materials that are supposed to support learning actually create barriers to learning for certain students. Also, the video called Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM): Simply Said provides you with an overview of AIM.  

CSDE AIM:
http://aim.serc.co/

Aim video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPIMlOJJkc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPIMlOJJkc&feature=kp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPIMlOJJkc&feature=kp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPIMlOJJkc
http://aim.serc.co/
http://aim.serc.co/
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is page 8 of the IEP, Titled : PROGRAM ACCOMMODATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS- INCLUDING NONACADEMIC AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES - AND COLLABORATION/SUPPORTS FOR SCHOOL PERSONNEL
This page includes specific areas for accommodation and modification considerations. The PPT should list the specific accommodations, assistive technology devices and services, and modifications as they relate to the individual needs of the student as described on Pages 4 and 5. Additionally, Page 7 the Measurable annual goals and short term objectives  include goals and objectives directly related to the concerns and build on strengths indicated on page 4 and 5. The level, intensity, and type of special education supports and services are determined by the goals and objectives. These pages provide information to support accommodations and modifications documented on page 8.
		
IEP teams must also consider accommodations which include Assistive Technology(AT). 

Remember the definition of accommodations is critical when indicating them in the tests/quizzes/assessments  area on page 8 because appropriate selection and administration of accommodations on assessments create the opportunity for valid interpretation of the assessment indicating what a student knows and can do.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is page 9 of the Individualized Education Program (IEP). It defines the assessments the student will take. The left side is for state assessments and the right side is for district assessments. When completing and reviewing this page it is important to consider the time of year the PPT is conducted. Ask yourself, are these decisions for the current school year or is this IEP reflecting the assessments that will be provided in the next school year. 
Advance animation
Your response will determine which grade is selected in the first section. 
Note that choosing Grade 10 would require that the student ONLY take the Science test.
Advance animation
Advance animation
In the Assessment Options section there are the 3 choices, 
Smarter Balanced Assessments, which includes CMT Science for students in grades 5 & 8
Connecticut Alternate Assessment, which includes the CMT Skills Checklist Science in grades 5 & 8 and option
Grade 10 ONLY. If you do select option 3, make sure to also select whether the student will take the standard CAPT Science or the CAPT Skills Checklist Science.
Advance animation
Advance animation
On the Administration Options, section, for “Accommodations are provided” statement,  Check “Yes” if you are selecting at least one accommodation for the Smarter Balanced Assessments, CMT/CAPT Science or the CTAA. Attach the completed Test Supports/ Accommodations Form to the IEP and provide a copy to the district test coordinator. Accommodations MUST also be entered on the Accommodations Website. 
 
You may indicate “Yes” for accommodations for CTAA and /or CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist Science  but it does not require completion of the CSDE Test Supports/Accommodations Form to be submitted on the Accommodations Website.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the 2016 CSDE Test Support/Accommodations Form to be used for Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP), Students Receiving Accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504), or Students Identified As English Learners (ELs) for the Smarter Balanced Assessments.
These accommodations are discussed with page 9 at the IEP team meeting. This form is completed and submitted on the Accommodations Web site. 
Designated Supports are available for all students on the computer provided they are selected based upon a decision made by educators most familiar with a student’s needs. These are represented by a triangle. 
Designated Supports specifically for students identified a s English learners are represented by a diamond shape.
Accommodations available for students with an IEP are represented by a square 
Accommodations indicated for students with a Section 504 plan are represented by a circle.
There are three Other Supports / Accommodations for the Smarter Balanced Assessments for Math that are non-embedded and must be provided at the school level for students requiring these supports. (specialized calculator, abacus and multiplication table)

Please note the accommodations requiring CSDE approval though petition are not indicated on this form. (Scribe and Print on demand grades 3-8)

If a student is in grade 5,8 or 10 the Support/Accommodations form will also need to be completed and entered to reflect accommodations for Science.
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• *Read Aloud Grades 3-8
• Scribe
• Print on Demand
• Human Signer 

Accommodation
• Human Signer Passages 

Accommodation
• Any accommodation not 

listed that is unique to the 
student

Special Accommodations Procedure
REQUIRED FOR:

*Read Aloud Grades 3-5 ONLY also require the 
submission of the Text-to-Speech and Read Aloud 
Decision Guidelines

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For a small number of students the Universal Accessibility Tools, Designated Supports, and Accommodations may not be enough to meet their accessibility needs for the Smarter Balanced Assessments. The District Test Coordinator for these students may submit a petition to the Connecticut State Department of Education Bureau of Student Assessment to discuss and develop a plan for the assessment.

In addition to these students, specific accommodations also require the petition process to document the need for the specified accommodation.
These are: Read aloud ELA passages grades 3-8, Print on Demand, Scribe and Human Signer/ Human Signer of ELA Reading Pasages , any alternative response option/assisstive technology device that the student typically uses that does not work with the smarter balanced platform.

This is the Special Documented Accommodations Procedure for the Smarter Balanced Test. This process always begins with a  call from The District Test Coordinator to either Joe Amenta (860-713-6855) or Janet Stuck (860-713-6837) to discuss the individual student and their needs to access the assessment.
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Check Your Understanding (Part 2)
1. Accommodation are only available to students with an active IEP.   T/F
2. Streamline accommodation changes how text is shown on a student’s online test. T/F
3. Calculator accommodation is available to qualifying students in grades 4-8. T/F
4. Both the embedded Text to Speech of ELA reading passages and Non-embedded 

Read Aloud of ELA reading passages requires permission of the CSDE. T/F
5. Speech to Text accommodation requires that the student have voice recognition 

software on their computer and knows how to use it. T/F
6. Permissive mode needs to be activated in order to allow Print on Demand to work. 

T/F
7. Guidance and documentation of need form is available to help determine if students 

in grade 3-8 qualify to have the ELA reading passages read to them. T/F
8. A Scribe must return signed documentation in order to be allowed to provide this 

accommodation. T/F
9. All designated supports and accommodations are indicated on 2016 CSDE Test 

Support/Accommodations Form which therefore qualifies the student to receive 
those supports and accommodations. T/F

10. Only District Test Coordinators can request special accommodations from CSDE. T/F



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assistive technology is a support that is considered for many students. This new webpage dedicated to assistive technology on the CSDE website is to inform educators, instructional staff, parents, and students about the available resources that may be utilized to ensure that educational outcomes are realized for all students. 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2678&Q=335732
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2678&Q=335732
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Contacts
Joe Amenta
(860) 713-6855
Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov

Janet Stuck
(860) 713-6837
Janet.Stuck@ct.gov

Rhonda Kempton
(860) 713-6910
Rhonda.Kempton@ct.gov

mailto:Joseph.amenta@ct.gov
mailto:Janet.Stuck@ct.gov
mailto:Rhonda.Kempton@ct.gov
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