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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) presentation on Smarter Balanced : Usability, Accessibility, & Accommodations for the 2014-2015 school year.

This presentation will provide information regarding students assessed with the Smarter Balanced Assessments as it pertains to accessibility options. The focus includes students with disabilities with an IEP or Individualized Education Program , students with a Section 504 plan and students identified as English Learners (EL). However, some of this information will also apply to general education students. Therefore this presentation will benefit any educator involved in determining access needs for any Connecticut student participating in statewide assessment. 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Assessment Guidelines 2014-2015 Edition  located on the CSDE website provides the basis of much of the information covered in this presentation. 




http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/assessmentguidelines2012-13.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/assessmentguidelines2012-13.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Accessibility Considerations

Motor Skills

Vision
Cognitive Load

Language

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 4 basic accessibility considerations that are addressed through the implementation of the Smarter Balanced Assessments. They are:
(Advance animation)
Vision- which includes Blind, visually impaired, and some print disabilities
(Advance animation)
Cognitive Load- An Important consideration especially for students who would have qualified for CMT or CAPT MAS assessments
(Advance animation)
Language-  Which  addresses English learners whose primary language is not English. It also includes deaf or hearing impaired students. And finally
(Advance animation)
Motor Skills- Which are any physical disabilities both permanent or temporary  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=vision+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=F9jWI_Lkwv_w4M&tbnid=QJwinzfRy4CfUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://sweetclipart.com/simple-black-eye-logo-design-127&ei=LzvxUYeZN4WK9QSDvoCICw&psig=AFQjCNG4Nd2cXDFxVjsFMvNI2kBzlfS2qQ&ust=1374850196993570
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=vision+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=F9jWI_Lkwv_w4M&tbnid=QJwinzfRy4CfUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://sweetclipart.com/simple-black-eye-logo-design-127&ei=LzvxUYeZN4WK9QSDvoCICw&psig=AFQjCNG4Nd2cXDFxVjsFMvNI2kBzlfS2qQ&ust=1374850196993570
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cognitive%20load&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rJ1gXRIkejyl2M&tbnid=v-_Llv8Bp1ctLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www3.qcc.cuny.edu/DotWiki/Default.aspx?topic=Best+Teaching+Practices&ei=PDzxUdf9AYbs8QS8lIHwAg&psig=AFQjCNH14MBp8Hqt4OoTQWMWXYrR3dczYw&ust=1374850440802950
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cognitive%20load&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rJ1gXRIkejyl2M&tbnid=v-_Llv8Bp1ctLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www3.qcc.cuny.edu/DotWiki/Default.aspx?topic=Best+Teaching+Practices&ei=PDzxUdf9AYbs8QS8lIHwAg&psig=AFQjCNH14MBp8Hqt4OoTQWMWXYrR3dczYw&ust=1374850440802950
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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 Universal Tools

 Designated Supports

 Accommodations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of these accessibility considerations are categorized into these 3 groups. Universal Tools, Designated Supports and Accommodations.
The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium strives to provide every student with a positive and productive assessment experience, generating results that are a fair and accurate estimate of each student’s achievement.
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Universal Tools: Available to ALL students
Embedded
• Breaks
• Calculator
• Digital Notepad 
• English Dictionary
• English Glossary
• English Thesaurus
• Expanded Passages
• Global Notes
• Highlighter
• Keyboard Navigation
• Mark for Review
• Math Tools
• Spell-Check
• Strikethrough
• Writing Tools
• Zoom

Non-Embedded
• Breaks
• English Dictionary
• Scratch Paper
• Thesaurus 

Designated Supports: Available to ANY student with a 
need determined by educatorsEmbedded

• *Audio Translation 
Glossaries (new)

• Color Contrast
• Masking
• Text-to-Speech 
• *Translations-Math

(Glossary)
• *Translations-Math

(Stacked)
• Turn off any universal 

accessibility tool

Non-Embedded
• *Bilingual Dictionary
• Color Contrast
• Color Overlay
• Magnification
• Noise Buffering (new)
• ~Read Aloud
• Separate Setting
• Translation-Math (Glossary)
• Translation Test Directions

Accommodations: Available to students with an 
IEP or 504 Plan

Embedded
• American Sign Language (Video)
• Braille
• Closed Captioning
• Streamline View
• Text-to-Speech (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 6-11

Non-Embedded
• Abacus
• Alternate Response Options
• Calculator- grades 6-11
• Multiplication Table-grades 4-11
• # Print on Demand
• ~ # Read Aloud- (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 6-11
• ~ # Scribe
• Speech-to-Text

*EL-ONLY # Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

8/2014
~ Requires Trained Educator

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout this presentation you will be provided with links to other websites and documentation that will assist you in gathering further information.
For example the Connecticut SDE Header on the top left on this page will link (also referred to as hyperlink)you to the CSDE Student Assessment website and the Smarter Balanced image on the top right will link you the Smarter Balanced  Resources and Documentation website. Please remember when viewing materials from the Smarter Balanced Assessment consortium that  CT may have a more restrictive policy regarding some supports or accommodations than Smarter Balanced. More information about these links as we proceed, but for now, let’s take a look at how Universal tools, Designated Supports and Accommodations fit together. 
(Advance animation)
Universal tools are access features of the assessment that are available to ALL students. Note that Universal Tools is hyperlinked. By clicking on it, you will be shown  a 14 minute video training module called Let’s Talk Universal Tools provided by Smarter Balanced that acquaints students and teachers with the online, universal tools.
(Advance animation)
These assessment tools are either provided digitally through the assessment technology referred to as  (embedded). You will notice that certain embedded universal tools such as English Dictionary and Keyboard Navigation are also hyperlinked. Smarter Balanced provides individual documentation in cases where more information is needed.
(Advance animation)
or non-digitally at the local level referred to as (non-embedded)- THESE ARE PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL.
(Advance animation)
Designated Supports are available for use by any student for whom the need has been indicated by an adult (or team of adults, or adults and student). 
(Advance animation)
These also include embedded supports that need to be activated prior to a student taking the test online.
(Advance animation)
Again, non-digitally (non-embedded) supports are THOSE SUPPLIED BY THE SCHOOL.
(Advance animation)
Finally, accommodations are only available to students with an IEP or 504 plan.
(Advance animation)
These also include  embedded and non-embedded (THOSE SUPPLIED BY THE SCHOOL).
(Advance animation)
Both Designated Supports and Accommodations on the embedded lists, require the students online test to be activated. 
Therefore collecting this information is critical. More information about how to enter these supports and accommodations will be discussed later in the presentation.
(Advance animation)
The Designated Supports in red are available for English Learners or ELs. In the past we referred to these students as English Language Learners or ELL
(Advance animation)
Also note that certain accommodations under non-embedded, those with a pound sign # require approval through the Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations  more about this later.  
(Advance animation)
The read aloud and scribe requires that teachers receive additional training.
(Advance animation)
(Advance animation)
Also available are additional resources.

Document: AccommodationChartLinks .pdf




http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/p/7753246145/DocumentViewRouter.ashx?Cust=77532&DocumentID=e2486dcc-d881-451c-aa4a-348cba44d48e&Popped=True&v=2&InitialPage=presentation.html
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/KeyboardCommandsForStudents.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Embedded-Designated-Support-Glossaries.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Technology-Requirements-for-Text-to-Braille.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Scribing-Protocol.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Chart is also available online as a pdf file. It includes definitions for each of the universal tools, supports and accommodations.

Document: AccommodationChartDefinitions.pdf
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Embedded
• Breaks
• Calculator
• Digital Notepad 
• English Dictionary
• English Glossary
• English Thesaurus
• Expanded Passages
• Global Notes
• Highlighter
• Keyboard Navigation
• Mark for Review
• Math Tools
• Spell-Check
• Strikethrough
• Writing Tools
• Zoom

Non-Embedded
• Breaks*
• English Dictionary
• Scratch Paper
• Thesaurus 

Universal Tools

Available to ALL students

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are the Universal tools available to all students. Remember, all of the embedded tools are automatically made available on the Smarter Balanced assessment when it is appropriate for the particular test item. It is important that students become familiar with these embedded tools and how to use them. 
(Advance animation)
The Smarter Balanced practice site gives students an opportunity to see how these embedded tools work as well as embedded supports and accommodations.


http://sbac.portal.airast.org/

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/KeyboardCommandsForStudents.pdf
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/p/7753246145/DocumentViewRouter.ashx?Cust=77532&DocumentID=e2486dcc-d881-451c-aa4a-348cba44d48e&Popped=True&v=2&InitialPage=presentation.html
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
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Designated Supports

Embedded**
• *Audio Translation 

Glossaries(new)
• Color Contrast
• Masking
• Text-to-Speech 
• *Translations-Math

(Glossary) Includes Audio*
• *Translations-Math

(Stacked)*
• Turn off any universal 

accessibility tool

Non-Embedded
• *Bilingual Dictionary
• Color Contrast
• Color Overlay
• Magnification
• Noise Buffering (new)
• ~Read Aloud
• Separate Setting
• Translation-Math (Glossary)
• *Translations Test Directions 

(new)

Available to ANY student with a 
need determined by educators

* ONLY for English Learners (EL)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Designated Supports are also available to all students but require a decision be made by educators who are most familiar with a student’s needs. It’s also worth noting that some of these designated supports, even though available to all students,  are ONLY appropriate, for English Learners, whose primary language is not English. 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Embedded-Designated-Support-Glossaries.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Things to consider when choosing 
Designated Supports

 Read-aloud features are differentially effective 
for and preferred by students

 Some features increase engagement and 
motivation in students

 Too many features can be confusing to students

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Things to consider when choosing Designated Supports

(Advance animation)
(Advance animation)
(Advance animation)

Researchers found that students needed to have the opportunity to practice new item types and new accessibility features. The message in all of this, is that a designated support is ONLY beneficial if the student truly needs it, has had an opportunity to try it out in the classroom and agrees to use it during assessment. All this must be taken into consideration by those educators who will be making the determination that a student receives these designated supports.

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Accommodations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, let’s now take a look at Accommodations allowable on the Smarter Balanced Assessments.

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Accessibility & Assessment  Overview

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Let’s take a closer look at how accommodations fit in historically in providing access to students in both the classroom and during assessment. 

10 minute video
Video link:
http://nimbletools.com/necap/accessinassessment/accessinassessment.html 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://nimbletools.com/necap/accessinassessment/accessinassessment.html
http://nimbletools.com/necap/accessinassessment/accessinassessment.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=4wQVd4qALb9QTM&tbnid=dOg1F4U0W-WeLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/play-button-images&ei=M2SoU_q2IvfLsATp3IHACw&bvm=bv.69411363,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFll3sFA6zQGlHRoGOVLU4PQbcJ-g&ust=1403631016323463
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=4wQVd4qALb9QTM&tbnid=dOg1F4U0W-WeLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/play-button-images&ei=M2SoU_q2IvfLsATp3IHACw&bvm=bv.69411363,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFll3sFA6zQGlHRoGOVLU4PQbcJ-g&ust=1403631016323463
http://nimbletools.com/necap/accessinassessment/accessinassessment.html
http://nimbletools.com/necap/accessinassessment/accessinassessment.html
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Who is  Eligible for 
Accommodations?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is  Eligible for Smarter  Balanced Accommodations?
(Advance animation)
For students with disabilities, accommodations are provided during instruction and assessments to help promote equal access to grade-level content. 
(Advance animation)
Accommodations are also available under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504).

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Who Is Involved in 
Accommodations Decisions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For students receiving special education services, IEP teams must make assessment and accommodation decisions for these students based on individual need in accordance with state and federal guidelines.
For students with a section 504 plan it is expected that a similar process is used to determine a student’s needs for testing.

These decisions are made by a team,  rather than a single individual. The team should  include the parent or guardian, and at least one teacher and administrator. Students are strongly encouraged to participate as well.


http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Accommodations

Embedded**
• American Sign Language

(Video)
• Braille
• Closed Captioning
• Streamline View
• Text-to-Speech 

(ELA-reading Passages) 
grades 6-11

Non-Embedded
• Abacus
• Noise Buffering
• Alternate Response Options
• Calculator- grades 6-11
• Multiplication Table-grades 4-11
• # Print on Demand
• ~ # Read Aloud- (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 6-11
• ~ # Scribe
• Speech-to-Text

Available to students with an IEP or 504 Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will take a closer look at what these Smarter Balanced accommodations look like for students who are eligible.

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Technology-Requirements-for-Text-to-Braille.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Scribing-Protocol.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Embedded Accommodations
Accommodations that are part of on-line testing platform.

American Sign Language (ASL) Refreshable Braille/ Embosser

Closed Captioning

Text-to-
Speech

Streamline View

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Advance animation)
The first one under embedded accommodations is American Sign Language Video or ASL- with this accommodation, Test content is translated into ASL and presented via a video. The  video of a human ASL signer and the signed test content are viewed on the same screen. Students may view portions of the ASL video as often as needed. 
(Advance animation)
Closed Captioning is printed text that appears on the computer screen as audio materials are presented. This is available for students who are deaf or hard of hearing and who typically access information presented via multi-media by reading words that appear in synchrony with the audio presentation.
(Advance animation)
Braille is a raised-dot code that individuals read with the fingertips. Graphic material (e.g.,maps, charts, graphs, diagrams, and illustrations) is presented in a raised format (paper or thermoform). Contracted and non-contracted braille is available; Nemeth code is available for math. Refreshable braille is available only for ELA because Nemeth Code is not available via refreshable braille. For math, braille will be presented via embosser; embosser-created braille can be used for ELA also. The type of braille presented to the student (contracted or non-contracted) and method of presentation (booklet or embosser) is collected on the state’s accommodation website. 
(Advance animation)
Text-to-speech  for ELA reading passages is text  read aloud to the student via embedded text-to-speech technology. The student is able to control the speed as well as raise or lower the volume of the voice via a volume control. 
(Advance animation)
Streamline View ELA and Math test is presented without a split screen. 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS
• Very small number of students with 

specific disabilities qualify

• NOT available for students in grade 3-5

• DOCUMENTED need indicated in 
student’s IEP or 504 plan for grades 6-8 
and 11.

• Headphones are needed unless tested 
individually in a separate setting.

ELA passages,
grades 6-8 and 11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Advance animation)
Let’s take a closer look at the text to speech accommodation for ELA reading passages. This is a relatively new use of this accommodation for us in Connecticut and requires that we are very cautious in assigning this accommodation to students.
Here are the facts:
(Advance animation)

First off, this accommodation is appropriate for a very small number of students (estimated to be approximately 1-2% of students with disabilities participating in a general assessment).
(Advance animation)
For students in grades 3 - 5, text-to-speech will not be an available accommodation. Content experts agree that this accommodation should not be provided during these grades because it would compromise the construct being measured.
(Advance animation)
For students in grades 6 – 8 and 11, text-to-speech is available as an accommodation for students whose need is documented in an IEP or 504 plan. This will require that SDE closely monitors schools who are selecting this accommodation
Finally, Students who use text-to-speech will need headphones unless tested individually in a separate setting.

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726


Connecticut SDE

17

Non-Embedded Accommodations
Accommodations that are supplied at the school level.

Abacus Alternate 
Response Options

Calculator Multiplication Table

Print on Demand Read Aloud Scribe Speech-to-text

Noise Buffering

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now let’s take a look at the non-embedded accommodations. As a reminder, these are accommodations that are supplied by the school directly to students. 

Abacus is a tool used in place of scratch paper for students who typically use it in the classroom.

Alternate response options include but are not limited to adapted keyboards, large keyboards, StickyKeys, MouseKeys, FilterKeys, adapted mouse, touch screen, head wand, and switches. We do NOT need to know what specific devices are used during testing but it is extremely important that these devices work appropriately since some alternate response options are external devices that must be plugged in and be compatible with the assessment delivery platform. Teachers are strongly encouraged to use the Smarter Balanced Practice Test site to try any device that the student will need.

A Calculator is specialized for students requiring calculators, such as a braille calculator or a talking calculator. Test administrators should ensure that the calculator is available ONLY for designated calculator items.

Multiplication Table (1-9) is available for students in grade 4 and above for math items. This is ONLY for students with a documented and
persistent calculation disability (i.e., dyscalculia). 

A very small percentage of students may need the Print on demand accommodation which produces printed paper copies of either passages/stimuli and/or items for students. Permission for those students needing a paper copy of one or more items, must be confirmed by contacting the Help Desk prior to test administration. Your district test coordinator will be the person responsible for contacting the Help Desk. Districts MUST receive approval for this accommodation through application to CSDE. (Petition for Approval for Special Documented Accommodations form)


Read aloud by a qualified human reader for ELA passages, is for a very small number of students in grades 6-8 and 11;
blind students in grades 3-8 and 11 who do not yet have adequate braille skills may also qualify for this accommodation. We will take a closer look at this accommodation later.

A Scribe for math and ELA requires individuals trained and qualified to provide this accommodation. More about this accommodation later in the presentation.

And finally, Speech-to-text as a non-embedded accommodation include voice recognition software which allows students to use their voice as input via a device into the computer. This accommodation allows students to dictate responses or give commands. Speech-to-text software requires that the student have prior experience with this accommodation. 
For many of these students, using voice recognition software is the only way to demonstrate their composition skills but students use 
of speech-to-text does require that students know writing conventions and that they have the review and editing skills required of students who enter text via the computer keyboard. It is important that students who use speech-to-text also be able to develop planning notes via speech-to-text, and to view
what they produce while composing via speech-to-text.
If students use their own assistive technology devices, all assessment content should be deleted from these devices after the test for security purposes. 

A new accommodation recently added is Noise Buffering which includes Ear mufflers, white noise, and/or other equipment used to block external sounds.



http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fveoXGuM0r1umM&tbnid=LCrWxKPfsurq2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.quietheadphones.com/&ei=v1DiU8fCO8ypyATvvoKIBg&bvm=bv.72197243,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE69W531hXl7ZbIAI8-YNllUdtHaQ&ust=1407427094797149
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fveoXGuM0r1umM&tbnid=LCrWxKPfsurq2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.quietheadphones.com/&ei=v1DiU8fCO8ypyATvvoKIBg&bvm=bv.72197243,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE69W531hXl7ZbIAI8-YNllUdtHaQ&ust=1407427094797149
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fveoXGuM0r1umM&tbnid=LCrWxKPfsurq2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.quietheadphones.com/&ei=v1DiU8fCO8ypyATvvoKIBg&bvm=bv.72197243,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE69W531hXl7ZbIAI8-YNllUdtHaQ&ust=1407427094797149
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fveoXGuM0r1umM&tbnid=LCrWxKPfsurq2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.quietheadphones.com/&ei=v1DiU8fCO8ypyATvvoKIBg&bvm=bv.72197243,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE69W531hXl7ZbIAI8-YNllUdtHaQ&ust=1407427094797149
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fveoXGuM0r1umM&tbnid=LCrWxKPfsurq2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.quietheadphones.com/&ei=v1DiU8fCO8ypyATvvoKIBg&bvm=bv.72197243,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE69W531hXl7ZbIAI8-YNllUdtHaQ&ust=1407427094797149
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fveoXGuM0r1umM&tbnid=LCrWxKPfsurq2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.quietheadphones.com/&ei=v1DiU8fCO8ypyATvvoKIBg&bvm=bv.72197243,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE69W531hXl7ZbIAI8-YNllUdtHaQ&ust=1407427094797149
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NON-EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS

Read Aloud:  ELA passages,
grades 6-8 and 11

• Very small number of students (estimated to 
be approximately 1-2% of students with 
disabilities participating in a general 
assessment)

• NOT available for students in grade 3-5 
unless the student is blind and does not  yet 
have adequate braille skills

• DOCUMENTED need indicated in student’s 
IEP or 504 plan for grades 6-8 and 11.

• Student MUST be tested alone.

• Trained and qualified human reader .

• MUST receive approval for this accommodation 
through application to CSDE . (Special 
Accommodation form)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s review and expand our discussion of the Read Aloud accommodation.
(Advance animation)
In order for a student to receive Read Aloud of ELA reading passages for grades 6- 8 and 11, a school will need to receive approval through a formal application . This application will follow the special accommodation process which requires the submission of documentation. 
(Advance animation)
Similar to the embedded version of this accommodation ,text-to-speech, a very small number of students with disabilities are expected to qualify for this accommodation.
(Advance animation)
For students in grades 3 - 5, Read Aloud will not be an available accommodation. Content experts agree that this accommodation should not be
    provided during these grades because it would compromise the construct being measured. The only exception is for students who are blind and do not      yet have adequate braille skills
(Advance animation)
For students in grades 6 – 8 and 11, Read Aloud  is available as a documented accommodation for students whose need is documented in an IEP or 504 plan. This will require that SDE closely monitors schools who are selecting this accommodation.
(Advance animation)
Trained Readers should be provided to students on an individual basis – not to a group of students. A student should have the option of asking a reader to slow down or repeat text.
(Advance animation)
A trained and qualified human reader will follow the administration guidelines  provided in the Smarter Balanced Test Administration Manual. 


http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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NON-EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS

Scribe

• Trained and qualified scribe.

• MUST receive approval for this accommodation 
through application to CSDE . (Special 
Accommodation form)

• MUST supply documentation of a student’s 
significant motor or processing difficulties, or 
who have had a recent injury

• Student MUST be tested alone.

• Student is able to develop planning notes via 
the scribe

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Advance animation)
In order for a student to receive a scribe, a school will need to receive approval through a formal application . This application will follow the special accommodation process which requires the submission of documentation of a student’s significant motor or processing difficulties, or who have had a recent injury.
(Advance animation)
Trained Scribes must be provided to students on an individual basis – not to a group of students. 
(Advance animation)
Students should be able to develop planning notes via the scribe, and to view what they produce while composing via dictation to the scribe.
(Advance animation)
A trained and qualified scribe follows the administration guidelines  provided in the Smarter Balanced Test Administration Manual


http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Non-Embedded Accommodations
 MUST receive approval for this 

accommodation through application to 
CSDE. (Petition for Approval for Special 
Documented Accommodations form)

 MUST supply documentation of a student’s 
disability preventing the use of a computer

 Your district test coordinator is  
responsible for contacting the Smarter 
Balanced Help Desk in order to set up the 
process to print individual test items.

 Trained and qualified scribe to transfer 
student responses to online assessment

Print on Demand

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The print on demand accommodation also requires approval through application to CSDE. (Petition for Approval for Special Documented Accommodations form). You will need to supply documentation of a student’s disability preventing the use of a computer.

Your district test coordinator is  responsible for contacting the Help Desk in order to set up the process to print individual test items.

Since the information must be transferred,  a trained and qualified scribe will need to transfer student responses to online assessment


http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Accessible Instructional Materials 
(AIM): Simply Said 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what kind of resources are available to educators in assisting them in determining a student’s needs in terms of curriculum access? One recommend resource is AIM or Accessible Instructional Material. This website created by CSDE and SERC will guide you in determining whether the very materials that are supposed to support learning actually create barriers to learning for certain students. Also, the video called Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM): Simply Said provides you with an overview of AIM.  

CSDE AIM:
http://aim.serc.co/

Aim video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPIMlOJJkc 

http://aim.serc.co/
http://aim.serc.co/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPIMlOJJkc&feature=kp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPIMlOJJkc&feature=kp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPIMlOJJkc
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is page 4 and 5 of the Individualized Education Program (IEP). They are titled PRESENT LEVEL OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE
 Page 4 and 5 provide a holistic view of the student through a variety of means, which drive the IEP documentation and the supports provided. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is page 8 of the IEP, Titled : PROGRAM ACCOMMODATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS- INCLUDING NONACADEMIC AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES - AND COLLABORATION/SUPPORTS FOR SCHOOL PERSONNEL
This page includes specific areas for accommodation and modification considerations. The PPT should list the specific accommodations, assistive technology devices and services, and modifications as they relate to the individual needs of the student as described on Pages 4 and 5. Additionally, Page 7 the Measurable annual goals and short term objectives  include goals and objectives directly related to the concerns and build on strengths indicated on page 4 and 5. The level, intensity, and type of special education supports and services are determined by the goals and objectives. These pages provide information to support accommodations and modifications documented on page 8.
		
IEP teams must also consider accommodations which include Assistive Technology(AT). AT devices do not include a medical device that is surgically implanted, or the replacement of that device [H.R. 1350 Section 602(1)]. An AT service is any service that directly assists a child with a disability in the selection, acquisition, or use of an AT device [H.R. 1350 Section 602(2)].  Care should be taken in determining when and how AT should be used. An effective implementation of an IEP does not create an unnecessary dependence on the AT device. New AT Guidelines can be access via the special education web page on the CSDE web site.

Remember the definition of accommodations is critical when indicating them in the tests/quizzes/assessments  area on page 8 because appropriate selection and administration of accommodations on assessments create the opportunity for valid interpretation of the assessment indicating what a student knows and can do.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the new page 9 of the Individualized Education Program (IEP). It defines the assessments the student will take. The left side is for state assessments and the right side is for district assessments. When completing and reviewing this page it is important to consider the time of year the PPT is conducted. Ask yourself, are these decisions for the current school year or is this IEP reflecting the assessments that will be provided in the next school year. 
Advance animation
Your response will determine which grade is selected in the first section. 
Note that choosing Grade 10 would require that the student ONLY take the Science test.
Advance animation
Advance animation
In the Assessment Options section there are the 3 choices, 
Smarter Balanced Assessments, which includes CMT Science for students in grades 5 & 8
Connecticut Alternate Assessment, which includes the CMT Skills Checklist Science in grades 5 & 8 and option
Grade 10 ONLY. If you do select option 3, make sure to also select whether the student will take the standard CAPT Science or the CAPT Skills Checklist Science.
Advance animation
Advance animation
On the Administration Options, section, for “Accommodations are provided” statement,  Check “Yes” if you are selecting at least one accommodation for the Smarter Balanced Assessments, CMT/CAPT Science or the CTAA. Attach the completed Test Supports/ Accommodations Form to the IEP and provide a copy to the district test coordinator. Accommodations MUST also be entered on the CSDE Accommodations Collection Website. 
 
You may indicate “Yes” for accommodations for CTAA and /or CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist Science  but it does not require completion of the CSDE Test Supports/Accommodations Form to be submitted on the CSDE Accommodations Collection Website.

Finally, for the EL exemption response, indicate YES or NO as appropriate.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the 2015 CSDE Test Support/Accommodations Form to be used for Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP), Students Receiving Accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504), or Students Identified As English Learners (ELs) for the Smarter Balanced Assessments.
These accommodations are discussed with page 9 at the IEP team meeting. This form is completed and submitted to CSDE on the Accommodations Collection Web site. 
Designated Supports are available for all students on the computer provided they are selected based upon a decision made by educators most familiar with a student’s needs. These are represented by a triangle. 
Designated Supports specifically for students identified a s English learners are represented by a diamond shape.
Accommodations available for students with an IEP are represented by a square 
Accommodations indicated for students with a Section 504 plan are represented by a circle.
There are three Other Supports / Accommodations for the Smarter Balanced Assessments for Math that are non-embedded and must be provided at the school level for students requiring these supports. (specialized calculator, abacus and multiplication table)

Please note the accommodations requiring CSDE approval though petition are not indicated on this form. (Scribe, Print on demand and Read aloud of ELA passages grades 6-8 and 11)

If a student is in grade 5,8 or 10 the Support/Accommodations form will also need to be completed and entered to reflect accommodations for Science.


http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015__Final_Accommodation_Form_5-4-14.pdf 


http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For a small number of students the Universal Accessibility Tools, Designated Supports, and Accommodations may not be enough to meet their accessibility needs for the Smarter Balanced Assessments. The District Test Coordinator for these students may submit a petition to the Connecticut State Department of Education Bureau of Student Assessment to discuss and develop a plan for the assessment.

In addition to these students, specific accommodations also require the petition process to document the need for the specified accommodation.
These are: Read aloud ELA passages grades 6-8 and 11, Print on Demand, Scribe, any alternative response option/assisstive technology device that the student typically uses that does not work with the smarter balanced platform.



http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the Special Documented Accommodations Procedure for the Smarter Balanced Field Test. This process always begins with a  call from The District Test Coordinator to either Joe Amenta (860-713-6855) or Janet Stuck (860-713-6837) to discuss the individual student and their needs to access the assessment.



http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents-students/support-for-under-represented-students/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents-students/support-for-under-represented-students/
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Assistive-Technology-Typology.xlsx
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Assistive-Technology-Typology.xlsx
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/ISAAP-Tool.xlsm
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/ISAAP-Tool.xlsm
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Joe Amenta
(860) 713-6855
joseph.amenta@ct.gov

Janet Stuck
(860) 713-6837
janet.stuck@ct.gov

Contacts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is our contact information if you have any questions.

mailto:joseph.amenta@ct.gov
mailto:janet.stuck@ct.gov
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&Q=334726

	Usability, Accessibility, �&�Accommodations�2014-2015�
	Slide Number 2
	Accessibility Considerations
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Things to consider when choosing �Designated Supports
	Slide Number 10
	Accessibility & Assessment  Overview
	Who is  Eligible for �Accommodations?
	Who Is Involved in �Accommodations Decisions? 
	Slide Number 14
	Embedded Accommodations
	EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS
	Non-Embedded Accommodations
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31

