
Welcome to the CT State department of Education CMT/CAPT Testing Accommodation presentation for theWelcome to the CT State department of Education CMT/CAPT Testing Accommodation presentation for the 
2011-2012 school year. This presentation is meant to provide a general overview to testing accommodations 
available to students who take the CT Mastery Test or the Connecticut Academic Performance Test both the 
standard and Modified (MAS) version and are eligible to receive accommodations. A more detailed description 
on the use of accommodations is provided on the CT State department of Education  website.
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In CT, State Testing accommodations are only available to Students with Disabilities (SWD) with an active IEP;In CT, State Testing accommodations are only available to Students with Disabilities (SWD) with an active IEP; 
students with a 504 plan and students with  Limited English Proficient. These students are sometimes referred 
to as English language Learner or ELL.

2



Several important laws require the participation of students with disabilities in standards-based instruction andSeveral important laws require the participation of students with disabilities in standards based instruction and 
assessment initiatives. These include federal laws such as the reauthorization of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 
(IDEA). 

One of the basic reform principles of ESEA is stronger accountability for educational achievement results for all 
students. Through this federal legislation, in addition to other state and local district initiatives, assessments 
aimed at increasing accountability provide important information with regard to how successful schools are 
including all students in standards-based education, how well students are achieving standards, and what 
needs to be improved upon for specific groups of students. 
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Accommodations in test administration are provided to allow eligible students the opportunity to demonstrate p g pp y
their aptitude and achievement in testing situations. 

Although test accommodations provide students with an equal opportunity to demonstrate their skills and 
knowledge, they do not guarantee equal outcomes. 

An appropriate or reasonable accommodation should not interfere with the interpretation of a student’s scores. 
For example, allowing a student with Dyslexia to have word problems read to him or her during the math 
test is an appropriate accommodation for this student because math skills, not reading, are being 
assessed.

Therefore, accommodations

•Allows students to show what they can do but it doesn’t mean that they WILL do as well.
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•What matters is that the  disability not get in the way of What you are trying to assess
•and finally, Accommodations do not reduce expectations for learning.



The most important thing to remember is that Accommodations do not reduce learning expectations. TheyThe most important thing to remember is  that Accommodations do not reduce learning expectations. They 
meet specific instruction and assessment needs of students with disabilities and allow for educators to know 
that measures of a student’s work are valid. 
Modifications on the other hand, refer to practices that change, lower, or reduce learning expectations. 
Modifications may change the underlying construct of an assessment. 
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This Chart gives some examples of accommodations and modificationsThis Chart gives some examples of accommodations and modifications
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With the focus of legislation aimed at accountability and the inclusion of all students comes the drive to ensureWith the focus of legislation aimed at accountability and the inclusion of all students comes the drive to ensure 
equal access to grade-level content standards. Academic content standards are educational targets outlining 
what students are expected to learn at each grade level. 

To accomplish this goal of equal access, 
•every IEP Team member must be familiar with content standards and accountability systems at the state and 
district level; 
•every IEP Team member must know where to locate standards and updates; and 
•collaboration between general and special educators must occur for successful student access. 
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There are 3 CONDITIONS FOR HIGH EXPECTATIONS for students eligible for accommodations:There are 3 CONDITIONS FOR HIGH EXPECTATIONS for students eligible for accommodations:

1.   Teachers who are qualified to teach content areas and who know how to differentiate instruction for diverse 
learners
2.   IEPs or 504 plans that provide specialized instruction  such as the use of assistive technologyp p p gy
3.  Choosing the appropriate accommodations which will increase access to instruction and assessment
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Assessment options to include all students in standards-based instruction and assessments:p

Provide accommodations during instruction and assessment to increase access to grade level content

Use alternate assessments for students with cognitive disabilities (MAS & Skills Checklist)

Follow state guidelines for decisions about the provision of alternate assessments (MAS & Skills 
Checklist)

BENEFITS OF COLLABORATION
General and special education teachers working as a team for the benefit of  all students including students 
with disabilities

Promotes understanding of general and special education teacher roles and responsibilities
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Improves student learning by taking advantage of each teacher’s experience and expertise



Our main source of information regarding CT testing accommodations is available in the AssessmentOur main source of information regarding CT testing accommodations is available in the Assessment 
Guidelines posted on the CT state department of education website. This document provides in depth 
information regarding all aspects of state testing regarding students with disabilities, students identified as 
English language learners, and students with a 504 plan. A variety of testing guidance information to support 
district personnel prior to, during and after testing is available in this document. 

This second document is an additional section of the CT Assessment Guidelines. It is a resource regarding 
assessment for students identified as English language learners. (ELL)

The third document that is quite useful is the Accommodations Manual how to select administer and evaluateThe third document that is quite useful is the Accommodations Manual, how to select, administer, and evaluate 
the use of accommodations for instruction and assessment of students with disabilities. This document has 
been created in collaboration with several other states. CT’s participation in this national organization combines
the efforts of many state education departments to better the outcomes for students with disabilities.
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Lets take a broader look at the use of accommodations for students.Lets take a broader look at the use of accommodations for students.

Accommodations provided to a student during state assessments must also be provided during classroom 
instruction, classroom assessments, and district assessments. However, some instructional accommodations 
may not be appropriate for use on our statewide assessment. It is critical that educators become familiar with 
state policies about the appropriate use of accommodations during assessments. 
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The Accommodations cycle represents a continuous monitoring and decision making process based upon theThe Accommodations cycle represents  a continuous monitoring and decision making process based upon the 
changing needs or characteristics of students. Repeated evaluation and accommodation selection or 
implementation refinements are critical and related to the purposes of the accommodation use.

Some considerations to remember are
The student’s willingness to learn to use the accommodation.
Involve students in selecting, using, and evaluating accommodations

The more input students have in selecting their accommodations, the more likely the accommodations will be 
usedused 

Students should see accommodations as adding value to their daily life—not only in school—but for 
postsecondary, career, and community life
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When determining appropriate accommodations for students the characteristics of the student must beWhen determining appropriate accommodations for students the characteristics of the student must be 
considered for both instructional purposes and assessment purposes. In this slide you can see the relationship 
between student characteristics, classroom instruction and assessment tasks combining to inform  the 
classroom accommodations policy and decision making considerations. Careful examination of student 
characteristics is required. One good resource for starting this process is pages 4 and 5 of the IEP, the present 
levels of academic achievement and functional performance pages. When looking at the instructional orlevels of academic achievement and functional performance pages. When  looking at the instructional or 
assessment tasks consider the expectations for  students to demonstrate grade-level content understanding as 
described in the CT state standards. Consistency with the standards based IEP for classroom instructional and 
assessment as well as fidelity of implementation for the accommodations must be  included in the classroom 
accommodation policy.
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As mentioned already accommodations decisions begin with an examination of student characteristics. In thisAs mentioned already accommodations decisions begin with an examination of student characteristics. In this 
slide we see the relationship between student characteristics, and the individual test characteristics  combining 
to  inform state policy on Assessment Accommodations. CT Assessment guidelines must be followed when 
providing accommodations  for students when assessed with CT’s statewide assessments. These assessment 
Guidelines have been created to ensure the validity of the  assessment thus providing for consistent and 
appropriate interpretation with and without accommodations.appropriate  interpretation with and without accommodations.
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Many school districts specifically instruct students in the consistent application of various strategies for reading and writing: the use of these y y g g g
strategies have been incorporated into the test directions for all students. While they may be useful for all students, these strategies may be 
necessary for students with disabilities.
All students are allowed to make notes in the margins of their test booklets. They may underline with a pencil or a highlighter to note key points or 
keep their place. Students need to understand, however, that only those responses recorded in the answer spaces will be scored. Students may 
also use a piece of oak tag to reduce the visual field and/or to keep their place while working in the test booklet.
Good Practices and Resources for All Students
In instruction, some practices of differentiating instruction or providing resources based on student needs should not be considered 
accommodations, but rather good instructional practices. Some of these tools and strategies apply to assessment as well. 
In addition, some features of computer-based testing may be resources to be used by all students who want to use them, as long as their use does 
not violate the construct being measured. 
Some examples of good practices might include:
Access to a clock watch or timer;Allowing the student to sit where he or she is most comfortable; Minimize distractions; Use of scrap or scratchAccess to a clock, watch, or timer;Allowing the student to sit where he or she is most comfortable; Minimize distractions; Use of scrap or scratch 
paper; 
Examples of resources for all students may include:
Changes in contrast, including use of a color overlay, reverse contrast, or change in background on a computer screen
Highlighter; Large diameter pencil; Securing paper to work space; Magnification Sheet ; Color- Overlay; Graph Paper;Reading Guide Strip

In conclusion, there are many resources available to ALL children that do not rise to the level of an accommodation that needs to be documented 
with the Bureau of Student Assessment.
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Accommodations are categorized into three areas. Presentation, Response and OtherAccommodations are categorized into three areas. Presentation, Response and Other

The first is  Presentation Accommodations
This group of  accommodations allow students to access information in an alternate mode that does not require 
them to visually read standard print. These include:y p

Braille, Large Print ,Closed-circuit TV and Smartboard
Sign Language for Test Items (Including Directions) by Qualified Staff 
Text Reader for Test Items (Includes Directions) on a computer

andand
Reader for Test Items (Including Directions) by Certified Staff person
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a. Braille, Large Print ,Closed-circuit TV and Smartboarda. Braille, Large Print ,Closed circuit TV and Smartboard
Braille and large print forms of the CMT, CAPT CMT MAS and CAPT MAS are available for students who are blind or visually impaired. 
Test/answer booklets may not be photocopied or enlarged; however, as recommended in an IEP or 504 plan, visually impaired 
students also may use “closed-circuit TV” equipment (e.g., Optelec, Visualtec) or other magnifying equipment available to them to 
enlarge the test booklet for viewing. Also it is possible to use devices such as a smartboard to allow student to view and respond to a 
test that is available on a computertest that is available on a computer.

Braille and large print test forms are ordered by completing the CMT/ CAPT Accommodations Form on the CAPT/CMT 
Accommodations Data Collection Web site before testing. The district test coordinator will review an electronic list on the Measurement 
Incorporated (MI) portal indicating the students who require an accommodated test. The district test coordinator should update and p ( ) p g q p
correct the list to confirm Braille or large print documents. 

On rare occasions, an IEP or 504 team may determine that a student with a severe reading disability needs to use a large print test 
document to participate successfully in the test. 
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Please note :Students taking their test on the Measurement Incorporated Secure Testing (MIST) Application will have 
the ability to magnify the display on the computer screen.



b. Sign Language For Test Items (Including Directions) by Qualified Staff g g g ( g ) y Q

Students who are deaf or hard of hearing may have the CMT/CAPT or CMT/CAPT MAS administered 
individually. Furthermore, a sign language interpreter may assist in test administration by giving 
directions and clarifying information as allowed in the CMT/CAPT or CMT/CAPT MAS Test Examiner’s 
Manual. Sign language for Test Items (Including Direction) by Qualified Staff does not include theManual. Sign language for Test Items (Including Direction) by Qualified Staff does not include the 
passages or questions in the reading tests. 

This accommodation should be entered on the CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data Collection Web site prior to 
testing, and the district test coordinator should arrange for the use of a qualified staff person to provide 
sign language support.
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c.Text Read for Test Items (Including Directions) on MIST Applicationc.Text Read for Test Items (Including  Directions) on MIST Application

SWD, ELL and 504 students may have test items read to them. Test items include questions and answer 

choices. This accommodation is provided as an online text reader through MIST. Students receiving this 

accommodation will also receive the test directions read for the corresponding content area sub-test. This was 

formerly the “Read Directions only” accommodation. 
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This chart indicates all the tests that are available online through MIST where a text reader function for testThis chart indicates all the tests that are available online through MIST where a text reader function for test 
items is available. 
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Reader for Test Items (Including Directions) by Certified Staff ONLYReader for Test Items (Including Directions) by Certified Staff ONLY
In rare cases, Special education, ELL and 504 students may have test items read to them by a certified staff 
person. This accommodation is ONLY for students unable to use the Text Reader function on the MIST 
application or whose disability precludes them from being assessed using the MIST application. Test items 
include questions and answer choices. This accommodation must be administered individually in a separate 
setting by a certified staff personsetting by a certified staff person. 
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The second category is Response Accommodations g y p

Response Accommodations allow students to complete assignments, tests, and activities in 
different ways or to solve or organize problems using some type of assistive device or organizer. 

These include: 
1. Circling  Answers in Test Booklet  for Multiple‐choice Items Only

2. Braille Responses using 
3.Large Print Responses
4.Computer Response on MIST Application
5.Bubblers (for Test Booklet/Answer Document Only)
6.Voice Recognition Software /Speech-to-Text on MIST Application, 
7.Sign Language Response to Multiple-Choice or Grid In Items
8.Respond in Test Booklet for MAS
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9.Request a MAS Test Booklet for reference ONLY. Responses on MIST Application



a Circle Answers in Test Booklet (Multiple choice Items Only)a. Circle Answers in Test Booklet (Multiple-choice Items Only) 

If necessary, students may circle multiple-choice answers in their test booklet; however, they must avoid 

making marks in the bubble area on CMT test booklets. Under the supervision of an administrator or district 

test coordinator the test examiner should fill in the bubbles in the student’s test/answer booklet after thetest coordinator, the test examiner should fill in the bubbles in the student s test/answer booklet after the 

student completes the test.
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b Braille Responsesb. Braille Responses 

Blind students may record their responses using Braille onto a separate sheet of paper or use a word 

processor without using spell-check and grammar-check capabilities. Students may not dictate their responses 

to open-ended or extended response items Teachers must completely transcribe the Braille responsesto open-ended or extended response items. Teachers must completely transcribe the Braille responses 

including all multiple-choice and grid-in responses into written English into the student’s regular test booklet 

prior to submitting the documents. For additional information about administering the Braille version of the 

CMT/CAPT and directions for submitting typed responses, refer to the General Instructions for Testing with 

Braille and Large-Print Forms that accompanies the Braille test booklets. 
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c Large Print Responsesc. Large Print Responses 

Students may respond to multiple choice and grid-in items in their large print test booklet. However, the 

itinerant teacher must transcribe all multiple-choice and grid-in responses into the student’s regular 

test booklet Students may respond to the open-ended items in their large print test booklet They may alsotest booklet. Students may respond to the open-ended items in their large print test booklet. They may also 

type their responses without using spell-check and grammar-check capabilities. Students may not dictate 

their responses to open-ended or extended response items. 
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d. Computer Response on MIST Applicationd. Computer Response on MIST Application

Students may use a word processor (without using spell check or grammar check capabilities) to complete 

open-ended or extended response items. This accommodation is provided through the MIST Application except 

for CAPT mathematics.

For students using a word processor for CAPT Mathematics, refer to the CAPT District 

Test Coordinator’s Manual or the CAPT Test Examiner’s Manual for information about the proper 

format and return of word processor responses. 
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This chart indicates all tests that are available online through MIST in which the students would submit theirThis chart indicates all tests that are available online through MIST in which the students would submit their 
answers on a computer. 

Please note: As part of the online test environment, all directions can be read by the computer. This is NOT 
considered a separate accommodation but simply a function of taking the test on a computer. 
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Let’s continue with other response accommodationsLet s continue with other response accommodations

School personnel may bubble student verbal or nonverbal (pointing, gesturing) responses during testing to multiple-choice and grid-
in items only. This accommodation is available only for those students for whom marking in the test booklet is not a sufficient 
accommodation and must be administered in an alternate test setting. Students may not dictate their responses to open-ended or 
extended response items.
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f. Voice-recognition Software /Speech-to-Text on MIST Application,f. Voice recognition Software /Speech to Text on MIST Application, 
Students may use voice-recognition software for multiple choices, open-ended items and for those subtests 
requiring an extended response. This accommodation provides a method for a word processor response that 
bypasses a keyboard input. Historically students who use this accommodation may be cognitively capable but 
have such severe physical disabilities that handwriting and typing/word processing access to the test is 
compromised Typically these students use voice recognition with a computer in school and will use suchcompromised. Typically, these students use voice-recognition with a computer in school and will use such 
assistive technology at home and at work later in life. Due to technological advances and better access to 
assistive technology, more students with disabilities that are not physical in nature are using this type of 
accommodation in the classroom. Therefore, students with disabilities who use voice recognition software in 
the classroom and have this accommodation indicated on their IEP as an accommodation for classroom 
activities and assessments may use voice recognition software on the Connecticut statewide assessments Foractivities and assessments may use voice recognition software on the Connecticut statewide assessments. For 
any test with open-ended items provided on MIST (See table 2 above), a student with voice-recognition 
software installed on their computer will be able to respond on MIST. Students may also use their voice 
recognition software with the MIST application to respond to multiple choice items by voicing the letter of their 
response choice. 
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g. Sign Language Response to Multiple-Choice or Grid In Itemsg. Sign Language Response to Multiple Choice or Grid In Items
Those students who are deaf or hard of hearing, or whose disability requires a sign language interpreter for 
purposes of test administration, may sign their responses to multiple-choice and grid-in items only in the 
test booklet. School personnel may bubble student signed responses to multiple-choice or grid-in items 
only. This accommodation is available only for students for whom circling answers in the test booklet is not a 
sufficient accommodation and must be administered in an alternate settingsufficient accommodation and must be administered in an alternate setting. 
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h. Respond in Test Booklet for MASh. Respond in Test Booklet for MAS

The CMT MAS and CAPT MAS reading and mathematics tests are completed on MIST. This is not an accommdation

since it is the primary method in which the test is given. In some cases, a special education student, due to 

characteristics of their disability, may not be capable of accessing the test on a computer. A test booklet for MAS Reading 

and/or Mathematics accommodation may be requested to administer, respond and submit the CMT/CAPT MAS Reading 

and/or Mathematics test. 
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i. Request a MAS Test Booklet for reference ONLY. Responses on MIST Applicationi.   Request a MAS Test Booklet for reference ONLY. Responses on MIST Application
For some students while taking the MAS test on a computer, they may need a paper version of the test. A test 
booklet for MAS Reading and/or Mathematics accommodation may be requested for reference while 
responding on the MIST application. This test booklet is not submitted for scoring the CMT/CAPT MAS 
Reading and/or Mathematics test. It is extremely important to remind the student that any response in this 
booklet gets transferred to the computerbooklet gets transferred to the computer.
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Our third category of Accommodations is Other AccommodationsOur third category of Accommodations is Other Accommodations
Include:
Time Extension
Talking Calculators/Abacus (Only for Students who are Blind or Visually Impaired)

andand
Adaptive Furniture/Lighting/Amplification

Please note:
P i t th 2011 2012 h l th d ti f t t tti t d th CAPT/CMTPrior to the 2011-2012 school year the accommodation of test setting was entered on the CAPT/CMT 
Accommodations Data Collection Web site. Test Setting is no longer considered an accommodation reported 
on the CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data Collection Web site.
Some students benefit from being tested individually or in small groups for teacher supervision and support. It 
is important to provide a favorable testing environment for every student so teachers should provide 
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accommodations for test setting based upon their classroom experience and District Test Coordinators should 
be made aware of the needs of these students administration planning purposes. Students tested individually 
or in small groups must also follow directions and security procedures described in the Test Examiners 
manuals.



a. Time extensions
Time extensions beyond those stated in the Test Examiner’s Manual may be granted to students whose 
disability makes completion of the test within prescribed time limits unrealistic. For each testing session, time 
may be extended for as long as necessary provided the student does not suffer from fatigue and the test 
session is not carried over to another day. (For example, CMT Mathematics I may be administered on one day 
and Mathematics II may be administered the following day; however neither section may be administered overand Mathematics II may be administered the following day; however, neither section may be administered over 
two days.) A good benchmark for time extensions is one and a half times the standard testing period for a 
specific subtest. Students who receive extended time must be tested separately from those students tested 
under standard time limits. If factors such as mental and/or physical fatigue or disruptive behavior present a 
problem, it is acceptable to plan breaks within one sitting of the test administration or to spread out test 
activities over several sittings in one day Care should be taken however to ensure that students do not haveactivities over several sittings in one day. Care should be taken, however, to ensure that students do not have 
an opportunity to share and/or compare test information during any breaks that are provided.
Some students with health problems and/or medication schedules benefit by being tested at particular times of 
the day (e.g., first thing in the morning, immediately following medication, etc.). It is permissible to test at a time 
that is most beneficial to the student. 
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b. Talking Calculators/Abacus (Only for Students who are Blind or Visually Impaired)b. Talking Calculators/Abacus (Only for Students who are Blind or Visually Impaired)
Calculators may be used by all students for some of the math subtests and not for others as noted in the Test 
Examiner’s Manual. On those subtests where computation skills are being assessed, calculators may not be 
used, even as an accommodation. Only students who are blind or visually im-paired may use talking 
calculators or an abacus; however, these students must be tested separately from other students. 

Students may use any calculator provided to them or any calculator of their choosing, including those with 
limited text capabilities, such as some scientific and graphic calculators. The use of cell phones, personal 
digital assistants (PDAs), such as the Palm Pilot, is not permitted.
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c. Adaptive Furniture/Lighting/Amplificationc. Adaptive Furniture/Lighting/Amplification
Students should be tested using the adaptive or special furniture that they normally use in the course of daily 
instruction (e.g., special tables, corner chairs, slant boards, etc.). This accommodation does not extend to the 
use of some communication devices that alter the presentation or response mode of the test. Before using any 
communication device other than those mentioned in the Assessment Guidelines, call the Student Assessment 
Office at 860 713 6855 or 860 713 6837Office at 860-713-6855 or 860-713-6837.
Students may be tested using special lighting, amplification or noise-buffering devices as necessary, provided 
they are also employed for classroom instruction and recommended in the students’ IEPs. 
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Moving on to Step 3, selecting accommodations for instruction and assessment.Moving on to Step 3, selecting accommodations for instruction and assessment. 
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Standard & MAS administration as well as supplemental testing associated with the CMT and CAPT allow for pp g
specific accommodations

A Students IEP must outline which accommodations will be used during testing. The decisions regarding 
accommodations are made by the PPT Team and should never be an individual teacher decisions made 
immediately prior to or during test administration. A student with a 504 plan should also describe what specific 
accommodations a student requires Finally for ELL students in their annual review students accommodationaccommodations a student requires. Finally, for ELL students, in their annual review, students accommodation 
needs are reviewed and determined at that time.

These accommodations should be recommended by student’s teachers in consultation with one another and a 
principal/supervisor and the rationale for the decision should be documented in writing and be available to the 
CSDE, if requested. q
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Pg 4 and 5 PRESENT LEVEL OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCEPg 4 and 5 PRESENT LEVEL OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE
Be sure to indicate any Assistive Technology the student  uses in order to ensure that it 

specifically addresses the learning needs of an individual student as they relate to the disability and the 
participation and progress in general education curriculum.
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Pg 8 PROGRAM ACCOMMODATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS- INCLUDING NONACADEMIC ANDPg 8  PROGRAM ACCOMMODATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS INCLUDING NONACADEMIC AND 
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES - AND COLLABORATION/SUPPORTS FOR SCHOOL PERSONNEL

Accommodations should be clearly described on this page for both classroom and testing situations.
Accommodations may include AT devices. The term does not include a medical device that is y

surgically implanted, or the replacement of that device [H.R. 1350 Section 602(1)]. An AT service is any service 
that directly assists a child with a disability in the selection, acquisition, or use of an AT device [H.R. 1350 
Section 602(2)].  Care should be taken in determining when and how AT should be used. An effective 
implementation of an IEP does not create an unnecessary dependence on the AT device.
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These are your goal and objective pages. Remember to consider goals regarding learning to useThese are your goal and objective pages. Remember to consider goals regarding learning to use 
accommodations if needed and that for the CMT or CAPT MAS at least these goals  must be based in 
Connecticut Standards.
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SPECIAL FACTORS, PROGRESS REPORTING, EXIT CRITERIASPECIAL FACTORS, PROGRESS REPORTING, EXIT CRITERIA    
Pg 10 SPECIAL FACTORS, PROGRESS REPORTING, EXIT CRITERIA

This page provides a place for the district to document that the PPT has complied with IDEA 04, regarding 
student behavior, students with limited English proficiency, students who are blind or visually impaired, and that , g p y, y p ,
the communication needs of students are considered including those students who are deaf or hard of hearing, 
and (v) consider whether the child needs assistive technology devices and services.” ( H.R. 1350 Section. 614 
(c) (B)) 
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page 11 special education related services and regular educationpage 11 special education related services and regular education

The intent of Page 11 is to give the reader a “snapshot” view of the service provisions of the student’s 
IEP. It includes a description of: 
• Special Education Services; p ;
• Related Services; 
• Participation in the regular education curriculum; 
• Service time requirements; and 
• Least Restrictive Environment information Least Restrictive Environment information. 

Please note If Assistive Technology is required, check the Required box in #1 and provide the detail on Page 8: 
Accommodations/Modifications. 
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On page 9 of the IEP titled State and District Testing and Accommodations, the left side indicates information related to statewide g g
assessments and the right side indicates information related to the district assessments. For both sides the grade of the student for which the 
testing and accommodation described must be selected. This is very important to review depending upon the time of year the student has the PPT. 
For example the PPT may take place in the spring and may be reflecting planned testing for the next school year. The PPT may occur in the fall and 
may reflect the testing that will occur in the current school year. 

When this page is considered with the demographic information on page 1 of the IEP it is most effective.
In addition to the grade, one of the three Assessment options is selected. Please note that If the CMT/CAPT MAS is selected options include Math , 
Reading or both Math and Reading. It is understood that the other tested areas including Writing and Science will be assessed with the standard 
assessment. 

In the Administrative Options section information about the use of Accommodations is indicted. Please note that if the student is 
assessed with the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist Accommodations for statewide testing should not be selected. The nature of this assessment embeds 
the provision of accommodations for all students. If Accommodations will be provided the test Accommodation form should also be completed.
Another Administrative option includes indicating if a student who is an English Language learner qualifies for and exemption. 
If the ELL student has enrolled for the first time in a U.S. school and has attended for fewer than 12 calendar months, the student MAY be exempted 
from the reading and writing portions of the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) or the Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT).

All Ell students must take the math and science portions of the CMT/CAPT regardless of how long they have been enrolled in a 
U.S. school.
To be eligible for a CMT/CAPT exemption, the student must be administered an appropriate language proficiency assessment (a component of the 
identification process) AND be identified in the Public School Information System (PSIS) as an English language learner.
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12 calendar months = a school entry date that is one year prior to the start of CMT/CAPT testing. For example, the March 2012 testing window 
begins on March 5, 2012, ELL students who entered a U.S. school for the first time after March 5, 2011 would be eligible for a CMT /CAPT 
exemption.



Changes are outlined in the letter to District Test Coordinators on May 6, 2011.g y
Eliminated from previous year
Reader of Directions as a separate accommodation ; Talking Calculator & Abacus accommodation for CMT/CAPT Science; Test Setting 
accommodation as a separate accommodation 
The MAS Reading and Math bubbles have also been removed since this information is collected via the CMT/CAPT MAS Eligibility Worksheet when 
submitted on the CAPT/CMT Accomodations Data Collection Web site.
New -Respond in Test Booklet MAS MathNew Respond in Test Booklet MAS Math 
Native Language Reader Directions Only (Certified Staff or Non Certified Staff) ; CMT DAW prompt MUST be read in English 
Request a MAS Math and/or Reading Test Booklet for Reference ONLY. Available upon request for students responding on the MIST application. 
Other Accommodation Changes/Information -Text Reader for Test Items ( including directions) on Mist Application : This is the standard method in 
which a student will receive a reader accommodation; Reader for Test Items (including directions) by Certified Staff Only: Available ONLY for a 
small number of students who are unable to utilize Text Reader provided through the MIST application. This requires that a certified staff member 
administer the test individually Possible reasons:administer the test individually. Possible reasons: 
Students with hearing impairments who cannot hear/comprehend text provided by a computerized text reader.  Students who have limited or no 
exposure to a computer. 
Accommodations for any students who are re-testers in grades 11 & 12 will be submitted on the CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data 
Collection Web site. 
Sign language for Test Items (Including Direction) by Qualified Staff does not include the reading tests. 
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On the Test Accommodation forms, the District Contact Person and Phone has been changed to PPT Administrator/Designee and email address. 
Accommodations should be chosen for each sub-test. For example, a student may take the Editing & Revising on MIST but the DAW in a test 
booklet if needed. 
Indication for ELL exempt is now on the accommodation forms. 



The CMT& CAPT Accommodations Quick Guide is a new reference document to provide brief informationThe CMT& CAPT Accommodations Quick Guide is a new reference document to provide brief information 
about specific accommodations. I should be utilized in conjunction with the 2011-2012 CT Assessment 
Guidelines.
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Time Extension and Text Reader for test Items (Including Directions) on the MIST Application have beenTime Extension and Text Reader for test Items (Including Directions) on the MIST Application have been 
described earlier.

Reader for Test Items in English (Including Directions) by Certified Staff ONLY is essentially the same 
accommodation described earlier but we wanted to emphasize that when this accommodation is selected the 
student is tested individually and directions, items and questions are read in English. This accommodation is 
not available for reading tests.

Native Language Reader Directions Only (Certified Staff or Non Certified Staff) This accommodation applies 
only to the test directionsonly to the test directions.

Word to Word Dictionary- This accommodation includes  customized word to word glossaries, commercial or 
electronic word to word dictionary. This is an English translation without definitions.
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All testing done on line is completed through Measurements Incorporated online system called MIST. MIST stands for g p g p y
Measurement Incorporated Secure Testing.
In order to use MIST. Each student will need to have the use of a computer with internet access and a launcher on that computer that 
creates a link to MIST. 
MIST also requires that a student is registered to take a specific test on MIST and therefore their name and which specific test or tests 
will be visible in the MIST site. This roster of names is collected through the CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data Collection Web site. 

In March 2012, the CMT/CAPT MAS Reading and Mathematics tests will be administered as a Computer-Based Test 
(CBT) to all eligible students. Once students are entered on the CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data Collection Web site, they will be 
registered to take these tests using the Measurement Incorporated Secured Testing (MIST) application. This is the same online
application used with students who receive the Computer Response on MIST Application accommodation. Since this is the primary 
method for taking this test, there is no need to indicate this accommodation on the accommodation form for the CMT/CAPT MAS 
Reading and Mathematics tests. g
There are many reasons we are providing more CBT to students with disabilities or who are English Language Learners.
•An online testing environment promotes the use of assistive technology as a means of greater independence.
•Districts are responsible for providing staff to administer the test with various accommodations; CBT provides many of these 
accommodations directly to the student in a standardized manner.
•Although a small number, students needing the voice recognition accommodation can also use CBT. This eliminates the need forAlthough a small number, students needing the voice recognition accommodation can also use CBT. This eliminates the need for 
sending this material through special handling.
•In the future, large print booklets may no longer be needed since a student will have the ability to enlarge their font on a computer.
•A bubbler may no longer be required since a student will have a variety of ways to respond via the computer.
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This chart indicates what accommodation are provided through MIST and how the use of that accommodationThis chart indicates what accommodation are provided through MIST and how the use of that accommodation 
requires that the student submit their responses on MIST. For example, if you look under CMT Math, you will 
note that if a student requires a typed response and/or items to be read to them, they will need to respond on 
MIST. 
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This chart is for CAPT in which the accommodation requires the submission of the responses on MIST. NoteThis chart is for CAPT in which the accommodation requires the submission of the responses on MIST. Note 
that for the census or standard CAPT, the student will not be able to submit their response on MIST. This 
accommodation will require that the student type their responses using a traditional word processor following 
the procedures described in the testing manual.
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Step 4Step 4 
Now we will share topics on how to administer accommodations during instruction and assessment. 
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This is the main page of the Connecticut State Department of Education. By clicking on Student assessmentThis is the main page of the Connecticut State Department of Education. By clicking on Student assessment 
link which under the quicklinks it will bring you to the following page.
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This is Bureau of Student Assessment main page. Click on the Connecticut Mastery Test link.This is Bureau of Student Assessment main page. Click on the Connecticut Mastery Test link.
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Under resources you will find a link to Test AccommodationsUnder resources you will find a link to Test Accommodations
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On this page you will find all all the information and resourses having to do with testing accommodationsOn this page you will find all all the information and resourses having to do with testing accommodations 
including the CAPT/CMT Accommodation Data Entry Web site
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This is the CAPT/CMT Accommodation Data Entry Web siteThis is  the CAPT/CMT Accommodation Data Entry Web site
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The topics listed here are discussed more completely in the 2011 2012 assessment guideline available on theThe topics listed here  are discussed more completely in the 2011 2012 assessment guideline available on the 
Student Assessment Web page.
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Lets now take a look at special considerations when it comes to statewide assessmentLets now take a look at special considerations when it comes to statewide assessment
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Students Who Are Present but Do Not Take the TestStudents Who Are Present but Do Not Take the Test
Some students are present in school during the testing window but for any number of reasons do not take the 
test. These students may or may not have disabilities or have limited English proficiency.
Students with serious emotional and behavioral problems often are among the most difficult to test. Even with 
suitable accommodations and individual administration, students sometimes refuse to be tested or become 
agitated or disruptive to the point that testing for those students is not appropriate. If a student reaches this 
point, testing must be stopped.
The Test Examiner’s Manual outlines strategies for preparing and reassuring students prior to test 
administration in an effort to reduce anxiety and promote full participation. There are instances in which the 
student “refuses” to even attempt the test, and simply puts his or her head on the desk without disrupting other p , p y p p g
students. In these cases, the test examiner should indicate the test session was “Left Blank” by 
darkening the appropriate bubble on the back cover of the test booklet/answer document. The student 
should not be administered a make-up test. 
If the student is accessing a test via MIST and refuses to respond the Test Examiner should indicate 
the test session was “Left Blank” by darkening the appropriate bubble on the back cover of the testthe test session was Left Blank  by darkening the appropriate bubble on the back cover of the test 
booklet/answer document and submit this with scorable materials. 
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Reluctant StudentsReluctant Students
In other situations, a student reluctantly begins the test and then becomes impatient or frustrated, but does not 
disturb other students. The test examiner should encourage the student to continue the test, advise her or him 
to answer known questions first, and allow the student to remain in the test setting with testing materials until 
the end of the session. The student may decide to attempt the test later in the same session. At the end of the 
test session the test examiner must collect all test materials The student will receive a score based on thetest session, the test examiner must collect all test materials. The student will receive a score based on the 
number of items answered correctly.
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Students Who Become Agitated or DisruptiveStudents Who Become Agitated or Disruptive
In those circumstances where the student becomes emotionally agitated and/or disruptive, he or she should be 
promptly removed from the class if being tested in a group. If the student is being tested individually, the 
student should be provided with a break. An attempt should be made to reassure the student and continue 
testing. If, however, it is apparent that the student cannot continue, the test administrator may collect the 
student’s test materials and remove the student from the test setting for the time remaining in the particular teststudent s test materials and remove the student from the test setting for the time remaining in the particular test 
period. If the student has attempted any questions, the student will receive a score based on the number of 
items answered correctly. If the student did not attempt any items, the student’s answer booklet should be 
coded “Left Blank” for the appropriate subtest by darkening the appropriate bubble on the back cover
of the test booklet.
In all the examples provided, every reasonable effort should be made to encourage the student to 
complete the test on which she or he is working.
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In rare cases, there may be a student who experiences a medical emergency just before or during the testingIn rare cases, there may be a student who experiences a medical emergency just before or during the testing 
window. There is a process whereby the student may receive an exemption from testing due to the emergency 
nature of the medical condition if the criteria for exemption are met. District test coordinators must call the 
Student Assessment Office at 860-713-6855 or 860-713-6837 regarding potential emergency medical 
exemptions. District test coordinators will be informed of the criteria and documentation process for these 
students. Unless an initial telephone conversation with CSDE staff and the formal application for the exemptionstudents. Unless an initial telephone conversation with CSDE staff and the formal application for the exemption 
is made before the completion of the testing window, and is subsequently granted, the student in question will 
be processed for scoring and reporting in the same manner as all other students.
(See Appendix A for more information about Medical Exemptions.)
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In exceptional circumstances, there may be a student whose disabilities are such that the allowableIn exceptional circumstances, there may be a student whose disabilities are such that the allowable 
accommodations listed here in the Assessment Guidelines will be insufficient to provide access to the standard 
CMT/CAPT or the CMT/CAPT MAS. In these cases, the district test coordinator must contact the Student 
Assessment Office at 860-713-6855 or 860-713-6837 before the testing window begins for guidance. The 
district test coordinator will be provided with information regarding the Special Accommodations Petition 
Process. These special accommodations petitions must be submitted to the State Department of Education inProcess. These special accommodations petitions must be submitted to the State Department of Education in 
writing with the necessary supporting documentation before testing for the use of an accommodation other 
than those listed here. These special accommodations must be approved prior to use during testing. (See 
Appendix B for more information)
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A student’s IEP team is responsible for determining the accommodation(s) a student should receive duringA student s IEP team is responsible for determining the accommodation(s) a student should receive during 
statewide testing. During testing it is essential that all test proctors are aware of all accommodations the 
student should receive for each of the sub-tests. If a student did not receive their IEP mandated 
accommodation or received an accommodation in error, the district test coordinator (DTC) must be informed 
immediately. The DTC must then call the student assessment office immediately.
If a student refuses their accommodation(s) during testing a district is encouraged to document this refusal andIf a student refuses their accommodation(s) during testing, a district is encouraged to document this refusal and 
keep this information in the student’s file. This may be important for determining appropriate accommodations 
for this student in the future.
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The MIST Practice site is open year round and allows both students and teachers an opportunity to experienceThe MIST Practice site is open year round and allows both students and teachers an opportunity to experience 
an online testing environment. It is essential that students are given the opportunity to use the practice site so 
they become familiar with online testing. Through the  practice site they will also experience how certain 
accommodations are delivered on a computer. It is also important to determine how various assistive 
technology hardware and/or software works on the MIST testing platform prior to testing.
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This table provides the dates for timely submission of Accommodation related tasks.This table provides the dates for timely submission of Accommodation related tasks.
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Finally, this is our contact information. If you have any questions regarding testing accommodations you mayFinally, this is our contact information. If you have any questions regarding testing accommodations you may 
contact us directly.
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