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July 8, 2009
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) provides approximately $542 million to Connecticut under the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFSF) program over the next biennium.  The Governor has committed the SFSF funds to help the State maintain current education funding levels for all 169 municipalities through its Education Cost Sharing (ECS) grant formula.  The approximate portion of SFSF funds will be 14 percent of the 2008-09 entitlement.  However, the exact figures cannot be finalized until the State budget and the implementing language are adopted.  

The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) announced on June 11, 2009, that Connecticut’s SFSF application was approved and initial funding was now available.  The USDE requires that each local education agency (LEA) have on file with the State an application that contains assurances for the proper use of the SFSF funding in order to be eligible for SFSF funds. It is the intent of the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) to have the LEA application posted by mid-July 2009 with a late-July filing date.  
At this time, we do not have specific information regarding the distribution of SFSF funds, the payment schedule, final entitlements, maintenance of effort impact, or the effect on the minimum budget requirement.  We will keep you updated as information becomes available.
Title I ARRA Grants 

The ARRA provides approximately $71 million to Connecticut under the Title I program.  The due date for the Title I ARRA LEA applications was June 16, 2009, and 75 percent of the districts eligible to receive a Title I ARRA grant award have submitted applications.  Districts needing additional time have been given extensions.  The review of the applications has begun and grant awards are pending.

ARRA National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant Update
The ARRA provides $785,878 to Connecticut under the National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant.  The due date for the grant application was Tuesday, May 26, 2009.  There were 194 individual school/site applications received from 67 districts, and the requests totaled $3.3 million. 
The review of the applications consisted of two teams of three people with knowledge of nutrition programs. Each team read 97 separate applications.  Applications with a score of 75 points or above were considered for funding. There were 85 applications in this group from 32 districts.
All 32 districts with scores of 75 points or above had at least one school/site funded at some level based on district-determined priorities and 53 schools/sites received funding, most at reduced levels.   Of these funded schools/sites, 49 had a free and reduced meal eligibility level over 50 percent.  Thirty-five districts received no funding.
In order to ensure there was sufficient planning time, Food Service Directors in the districts slated to receive funding were unofficially notified of the intended award by e-mail on Thursday, June 18, 2009.  Official notification via the Prepayment Grant System was completed on Monday, June 22, 2009, and a list of grant awards by district and site, including amount awarded and equipment funded, was posted on the CSDE Recovery Web site on Friday, June 26, 2009.

McKinney-Vento Homeless Education for Children and Youths 

The ARRA provides $336,688 to Connecticut under the McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth program in fiscal year (FY) 2009. The McKinney-Vento ARRA funds are a one-time source of funds that supplement the McKinney-Vento funds made available under the regular FY 2009 appropriation.  
The deadline for LEA applications to award program funding administered through the regular McKinney-Vento Title X, Part C appropriation and ARRA Homeless Education funds was June 22, 2009.  Eighteen applications were received from LEAs through this competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) grant process for the development and/or continuation of programs that meet the needs of homeless children and youth and the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.  These applications have now moved forward for the review and rating portion of this competition.

Currently, a team of qualified reviewers are evaluating applications based upon the selection criteria for grants that were published in the RFP.  The review of grant applications is expected to finish by Friday, July 10, 2009. This review process is being conducted entirely via the internet, postal delivery service, and conference call.  The CSDE intends to announce recipients of these grant awards by July 31, 2009.
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

The ARRA provides $138,060,481 to Connecticut under the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA):  $132,971,468 for IDEA Part B, Section 611 and $5,089,013 for IDEA Part B, Section 61 (preschool).  The deadline for LEA applications was July 1, 2009.  All applications were sent electronically to the IDEA Funds Manager, Brian J. Cunnane.  Mr. Cunnane reviewed each grant application for accuracy of the application (e.g., adequate funds were set-aside for parentally placed nonpublic students with disabilities; corrective budget code allocations; and appropriate expenditures under IDEA). Any edits that were required of the school district had to be sent electronically to the program manager to maintain an accurate electronic record.  All grant applications will be kept on a CD for future reference.

Once Mr. Cunnane approves the grant, it is entered into the State’s electronic Prepayment Grant System and subsequently approved by both the Chief of the Bureau of Special Education and the Associate Commissioner of the Division of Family and Student Support Services.  School districts can begin to draw down their entitlements once the above-mentioned approval process is complete.

As of July 7, 2009, the following summarizes the status of the grants: 


Approved:
136  (82 percent)

Edits needed:
 18  (11 percent) 

Extensions granted:
12  (7 percent)







