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	American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
IDEA, Part B, Section 611 and 619 ARRA Funds

Connecticut State Department of Education

Recommendations for Assistive Technology

	Purpose of Funds:
	IDEA, Part B, 611 and 619 funds are used to provide special education and related services to eligible children with disabilities, ages 3 through 21.

	Amount of Funds:
	$132.97 million to be used over two years until 2011.

	Recipients of Funds:
	School districts that provide special education and related services to eligible children, ages 3 through 21, with disabilities.

	U.S. Department of Education Guidance on the Use of Funds:
	· Purchasing state-of-the-art assistive technology devices and providing professional development for their use;

· Providing intensive district wide professional development for special education and regular education teachers on evidence-based practices;

· Developing or expanding the capacity to collect and use data to improve teaching and learning; and

· Expanding the availability and range of inclusive placement options for preschoolers with disabilities.

	State Department of Education Goals:
	· High-quality preschool education for all; 

· High academic achievement for all students in reading, writing, mathematics and science; and

· High school reform, so all students graduate and are prepared for lifelong learning and careers in a competitive global economy.


Special note: Local education agencies (LEAs) are not permitted to use IDEA funds to conduct initial evaluation studies. References below to assistive technology evaluations assume the Planning and Placement Team (PPT) recommended the assistive technology evaluation for a student with a disability who the PPT had previously determined eligible for special education and related services. 

Priority Areas for Assistive Technology (IDEA 611 and 619)

1. PPTs shall regularly consider if assistive technology devices and services are necessary to provide students with a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) (20 U.S.C. §1414(d)(3)(B)(v));
2. When deemed appropriate, PPTs shall provide students assistive technology services that directly assist students with disabilities in selecting, acquiring and using an assistive technology device, including:

a. Evaluation of the student’s needs;

b. Acquisition of assistive technology devices for students through purchase, lease, or other means;

c. Selection, design, adaptation, maintenance, and repair or replacement of assistive technology devices; and
d. Training and/or technical assistance on assistive technology devices for students, district personnel and families. (20 U.S.C. §1401(2))
3. When deemed appropriate, assistive technology devices and services shall be provided to students at no cost to parents or guardians. Furthermore, PPTs shall not refuse to include assistive technology devices and services in students’ Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) because of their expense.
Use of Funds to Serve Children 3-21 with Disabilities:
· Purchasing assistive technology services to conduct a needs assessment and develop a district wide assistive technology program;
· Purchasing assistive technology services or hiring assistive technology personnel to:

· Conduct assistive technology evaluations with students;
· Recommend assistive technology options to PPTs to address students’ specific needs; 

· Assist PPTs in purchasing appropriate assistive technology for students;
· Train students, staff, and parents on the use of students’ assistive technology devices; and

· Provide consultation services to assess students’ future assistive technology needs.

· Purchasing assistive technology evaluation tools/assessments and requisite training on evaluation tools/assessments for district personnel;
· Purchasing state-of-the-art assistive technology devices and requisite training for district personnel in order to provide students access to the general curriculum – for example:

· Text to speech software;

· Voice recognition software;

· Books on tape;

· Touch screens, alternative keyboards, switches;

· Portable computers or word processors; and

· SMART Boards and mimio devices for classrooms.

· Purchasing state-of-the-art assistive technology devices and requisite training for district personnel in order to address students’ specific needs for assistive technology in order to provide students access to the general curriculum – for example:
· Frequency Modulated (FM) systems;
· Alternative Augmentative Communication (AAC) Devices, such as non-electronic and electronic communication boards, communication enhancement software;

· Mobility devices;

· Visual aids, such as screen magnifying and screen reader software, large print books, Braille materials; and
· Positioning and/or sensory aids, such as specialized furniture, therapy balls, seat cushions.
· Providing and/or purchasing assistive technology training services to instruct and support students in the use of their assistive technology devices; and
· Providing and/or purchasing assistive technology maintenance or repair services for students’ assistive technology devices.
Use of Funds to Support Parents of Children 3-21 with Disabilities:
· Where appropriate, purchasing duplicate state-of-the-art assistive technology devices to provide students’ assistive technology devices at home; and
· Providing and/or purchasing assistive technology training services to instruct and support families in the use of their children’s assistive technology devices at school and/or home.

Use of Funds for System Development and Infrastructure:

· Supporting professional development in the area of assistive technology to ensure a highly trained workforce, for example:

· Providing the costs for staff participation in professional development opportunities;

· Using funds to purchase substitute teachers for staff to attend professional development events; or
· Use professional development to develop in-house expertise rather than purchasing the expertise of outside personnel.

· Providing and/or purchasing assistive technology professional development and/or training for district personnel to enhance personnel’s knowledge of assistive technology options (low, middle and high technology) that assist in the delivery of literacy, writing and numeracy instruction that promotes high academic achievement for students at the early childhood, elementary and secondary levels;
· Providing and/or purchasing intensive district wide professional development and/or training for district personnel on assistive technology options (low, middle and high technology) currently available in-district;
· Providing and/or purchasing professional development, training and consultation services for special education personnel and PPT members on assistive technology, with a focus on referral process for an assistive technology evaluation, evaluation tools/assessments, device recommendations/use, appropriate program accommodations and modifications, and IEP documentation of assistive technology recommendations;
· Providing and/or purchasing intensive district wide professional development for district personnel on Universal Design for Learning (UDL); and
· Providing renovations to classroom space to accommodate classroom-based assistive technology purchases.
Community Collaboration

· Providing and/or purchasing assistive technology training and/or consultation services to instruct and support community experience providers (e.g.) job coaches in the use of their students’ assistive technology devices at school and in the community; and 
· Developing assistive technology tracking systems (e.g., CT Tech Act Project, AT School Swap Web site) that allow school districts to share assistive technology resources across districts while ensuring districts have accurate assistive technology inventories.
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