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	American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

IDEA, Part B, Section 611 and 619 ARRA Funds 

Connecticut State Department of Education 
Recommendations for Children with Disabilities 3-5


	Purpose of Funds:
	IDEA, Part B, 619 funds are used to provide special education and related services to eligible children with disabilities, ages 3 through 5.

	Amount of Funds:
	$5.1 million to be used over two years until 2011.

	Recipients of Funds:
	School districts that provide special education and related services to eligible children, ages 3 through 5, with disabilities.

	U.S. Department of Education Guidance on the Use of Funds:
	· Purchasing state-of-the-art assistive technology devices and providing professional development for their use;

· Providing intensive district wide professional development for special education and regular education teachers on evidence-based practices;

· Developing or expanding the capacity to collect and use data to improve teaching and learning; and

· Expanding the availability and range of inclusive placement options for preschoolers with disabilities.

	State Department of Education Goals:
	· High-quality preschool education for all; 

· High academic achievement for all students in reading, writing, mathematics and science; and

· High school reform, so all students graduate and are prepared for lifelong learning and careers in a competitive global economy.


Priority Areas For

Early Childhood Special Education (IDEA 619)
Children with Disabilities Ages 3 through 5

1) Eligible preschool children with disabilities receive their special education and related services in programs that are accredited through the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).

2) Eligible preschool and kindergarten-age children with disabilities receive their special education and related services by highly qualified and knowledgeable personnel in programs for children without disabilities.
3) Children, ages three through five with disabilities, demonstrated improved outcomes as a result of a high-quality preschool experience that prepares them for school, including demonstrating progress in the areas of: (a) social emotional skills, including social relationships; (b) early literacy and numeracy, language and cognition; and (c) self-sufficiency and independence.

4) Parents of preschool or kindergarten-age children receiving special education and related services report that school personnel facilitated parent involvement as a means of improving services and results for children with disabilities.

5) Children and their families experience a smooth and effective transition from early intervention to preschool special education and from preschool to kindergarten.

Use of Funds to Serve Children 3-5 with Disabilities:
· Purchasing instructional equipment for a child – for example: 

· Purchasing a computer; 

· Purchasing telecommunications, sensory and other technological aids and devices; or

· Purchasing specialized furniture and equipment.

· Purchasing instructional materials for a child – for example:

· Purchasing printed, published, and/or audio-visual instructional materials; 

· Purchasing books, periodicals, documents, and other related materials; or 

· Purchasing software, test kits, assessment tools and materials particularly those that enhance curriculum and instruction.
· Purchasing state-of-the-art assistive technology devices and providing training for their use.
· Purchasing related services and personnel to provide any developmental, corrective, and other supportive services such as, but not limited to: audiology; physical, occupational and speech therapy services.
· Purchasing special education to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability, including: purchasing instruction conducted in the early childhood classroom, early childhood special education classroom, the home, hospitals and institutions, and in other settings; and purchasing other identified special education services defined under the IDEA. 

· Using funds to expand opportunities for children with disabilities to be educated with children without disabilities as a part of a child’s IEP, including purchasing slots in private early childhood community-based programs.

· Purchasing professional development, coaching, mentoring etc., including related materials to deliver literacy, writing and numeracy instruction that promotes high academic achievement at the preschool and kindergarten grade.

Use of Funds to Support Parents of Children 3-5 with Disabilities:

· Using funds to provide parent training and information (e.g., family support and education), for example:

· Developing and/or disseminating resources for families to increase their knowledge and understanding of their child’s development, disability, special education, etc.

· Providing stipends for families to attend special education leadership and professional development activities; or
· Delivering activities to facilitate family participation and involvement in the special education process and in the education of their young child.

· Using funds to provide case management, including for example purchasing personnel to:

· Schedule and facilitate IEP team meetings; 

· Coordinate and conduct evaluations and IEP drafting; 

· Supervise or monitor the “early childhood outcome” system in the district;
· Visit potential student placement environments with families; or

· Develop systems for on-going communicating with parents; 

· Using funds to support the transition of children and their families into and from the grade preschool, for example:

· Conducting home visits; 

· Working on interagency agreements with community-based preschool program providers, early intervention, etc.; 

· Provide parent training or support groups for parents of children transitioning; and

· Provide cross-agency (e.g., between early intervention and special education) and cross-grade (e.g., between preschool and kindergarten) professional development and technical assistance on transition.
Use of Funds for System Development and Infrastructure:

· Purchasing indoor and outdoor materials and equipment that will assist school district programs in becoming accredited through the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).

· Obtaining professional development, technical assistance or coaching support to assist programs and personnel in attaining NAEYC accreditation.

· Providing and/or purchasing professional development for early childhood/early childhood special education personnel on evidence-based practices for young children, including a focus on providing individualizing accommodations and modifications for children with disabilities to participate and be included in programs for all children as a part of or beyond the child’s IEP.

· Purchasing data systems that help inform curriculum and instruction and help track child’s developmental and functional progress.

· Purchasing or expanding data systems to monitor and track children in the “early childhood outcome” system.

· Supporting professional development to ensure a highly-trained workforce, for example:

· Providing the costs for staff participation in professional development opportunities;

· Using funds to purchase substitute teachers for staff to attend professional development events;

· Provide stipends for mentors of professional staff; 

· Provide professional development that includes the broader early childhood community to ensure that they have the skills and knowledge to include children with disabilities and provide the appropriate accommodations and supports;

· Use professional development to develop in-house expertise rather than purchasing the expertise of outside personnel; or

· Providing intensive district wide professional development for special education and regular education teachers on evidence-based practices.

· Developing and implementing SRBI and RtI at the preschool grade level for those children enrolled in the public school.

· Providing minor renovations to classroom space.

Community Collaboration

· Providing professional development for school personnel who provide services to children 3 through 5 with disabilities and include early childhood community program providers in the professional development.

· Providing school personnel to assist with the district’s child find efforts including providing pre-referral strategies and recommendations to early childhood community providers to ensure that children are not inappropriately referred to special education.

· Developing systems to address transition between the early childhood community program providers and the school district to ensure a smooth transition to kindergarten for children with disabilities.
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