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STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ATTESTATION FOR THE USE OF IDEA FUNDS IN EXCESS OF $5,000 FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION OF FACILITIES

Below is the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE’s) policy for the use of funds under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for construction or alteration of facilities in excess of $5,000.  CSDE adopted this policy in accordance with Section 1404 of the IDEA and 2 C.F.R. Part 225, Appendix B, 15.   

Any local education agency’s (LEA’s) use of IDEA funds for the construction and/or alteration of facilities must receive prior approval from the CSDE.  Any request for these purposes must comply with the Appendix A of 28 C.F.R. 26 (the “American with Disabilities Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities”) or Appendix A of 41 C.F.R. Part 101-603 (the “Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards).” LEAs must comply with requirements in 34 C.F.R Part 76 regarding construction, including the requirements in 34 C.F.R. Sections 75.600-75.617.

Additionally, if an LEA uses IDEA Part B American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds for construction, or alteration of facilities, it must comply with specific requirements relating to the use of American iron, steel and manufactured goods used in the project (ARRA Section 1605), as well as the wage rate provisions of ARRA Section 1606.  ARRA Section 1604 prohibits the use of any ARRA funds, including IDEA Part B ARRA funds, for any casino, or other gambling establishment, aquarium, zoo, golf course, or swimming pool.  These funds should be used for sustainable building construction/

alterations that will allow for equitable access for the distribution of public education services to students with disabilities. The LEA, under 34 C.F.R. Sections 300.114 through 300.120, will ensure that the requested funds for construction and/or alternation of facilities will provide students with disabilities access to the least restrictive environment. 

The LEA must submit a signed ED042 to the Bureau of Special Education.  Please refer to the CSDE website http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/dgm/sfu/forms/form042.pdf for this form. Please complete as follows:  

· use the side of the form designated “Request for State Acceptance of Local Plan Review and Approval.” Do not use the side labeled “Request for Review of Final Plans.”  Do not submit architectural plans;

· check the box “Not funded by Chapter 173 grant;”

· in the header line that asks for the state project number, identify it as an ARRA project; and

· attach a detailed abstract/summary of the project.    

By my signature below, I attest that the school district will abide by these laws, regulations and CSDE policies when using IDEA Part B funds, in excess of $5,000.00 for construction, or alternation of facilities:

Superintendent/or designee________________________________________________

LEA__________________________________________________________________ 

Box 2219  (  Hartford, Connecticut  06145
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