	A. ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS: A list of each Tier I, Tier II and Tier III school by district in Connecticut is provided.  

	Please see Appendix A for the list of eligible schools. The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) will not exercise the option to identify as a Tier I, Tier II or Tier III school any school that was made newly eligible to receive School Improvement Grant (SIG) funds by the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010.
The CSDE followed the sequence of steps outlined in the SIG guidance to identify Connecticut’s persistently lowest-achieving schools: 

Step 1:
Determine all relevant definitions—i.e., the definition of “secondary school,” of determining “lack of progress” on the state’s assessments.

Secondary schools in Connecticut are defined as high schools.
Three years was used as the definition of a “number of years” for purposes of determining whether a high school has a graduation rate less than 60 percent. 
Three years was used as the definition of “number of years” for determining “lack of progress.” 

Step 2:
Determine the number of schools that make up five percent of schools in each of the relevant sets of schools (i.e., five percent of Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring and five percent of the secondary schools that are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds); determine whether that number or the number five should be used to determine the lowest-achieving schools in each relevant set of schools, depending on which number is larger.
The number of schools that make up five percent of Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring is 18 (100 percent = 353; 296 elementary and middle + 57 high schools).
The number of schools that make up five percent of secondary schools that are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds is two (100 percent= 37 secondary schools.); five as it is the larger number was used.
Step 3:
Determine the method for calculating combined English/language arts and mathematics proficiency rates for each school.

A single percentage method was used for calculating a combined English/language arts and mathematics proficiency rate in the “all students” group. The following steps were conducted:

A. Establish the numerator

a. Calculate the total number of proficient students in the “all students” group in reading/language arts by adding the number of proficient students in each grade tested in a school. Calculate the total number of proficient students in the “all students” group in mathematics by adding the number of proficient students in each grade tested in the school.  

b. Add the total number of proficient students in reading/language arts and mathematics.

B.  Establish the denominator

a. Calculate the total number of students in the “all students” group in the school who took the state’s reading/language arts assessment and the total number of students in the “all students” group who took the state’s mathematics assessment. 

b. Add the total number of students in the “all students” group in the school who took the state’s reading/language arts assessment and the total number of students in the “all students” group who took the state’s mathematics assessment.

C. Divide the numerator by the denominator to determine the percent proficient in reading/language arts and mathematics in the school.

D. Rank the schools in each relevant set of schools from highest to lowest using the percentages in Step D.

Step 4:
Determine the method for determining “lack of progress” by the “all students” group on the state’s assessments.

Lack of progress was determined by repeating the single percentage method (see Step 3) for the three previous years for each school. Then, five percent of the schools with the lowest combined percent proficient, based on three previous years of data , were identified to define the persistently lowest-achieving schools in Connecticut.

Step 5:
Determine the weights to be assigned to academic achievement of the “all students” group and lack of progress on the state’s assessments.

Weights were not assigned to academic achievement in determining lack of progress.

Step 6:
Determine the weights to be assigned to elementary schools and secondary schools.

Weights were not assigned to elementary schools and secondary schools.

Step 7:
Using the process identified in Step 3, rank the Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring from highest to lowest based on the academic achievement of the “all students” group.

Step 8:
Using the process identified in Step 4, as well as the relevant weights identified in steps 5 and 6, apply the second factor—lack of progress—to the list identified in Step 7.

Step 9:
After applying lack of progress, start with the school at the bottom of the list and count up to the relevant number determined in Step 2 to obtain the list of the lowest-achieving five percent (or five) Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring.

Step 10:  Identify the Title I high schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring that have had a graduation rate of less than 60 percent over a number of years (as defined in Step 1) that were not captured in the list of schools identified in 
Step 9.
There were no Connecticut high schools that met these criteria.
Step 11:  Add the high schools identified in Step 10 to the list of schools identified in Step 9.

Step 12:  Using the process identified in Step 3, rank the secondary schools that are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds from highest to lowest based on the academic achievement of the “all students” group.

Step 13:  Using the process identified in Step 4, as well as the relevant weights identified in steps 5 and 6, apply the second factor—lack of progress—to the list identified in Step 12.

Step 14:  After applying lack of progress, start with the school at the bottom of the list and count up to the relevant number determined in Step 2 to obtain the list of the lowest-achieving five percent (or five) secondary schools that are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds.

Step 15:  Identify the high schools that are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds and that have had a graduation rate of less than 60 percent over a number of years (as defined in Step 1) that were not captured in the list of schools identified in Step 14.

There were no Connecticut high schools that met these criteria. 
Step 16:  Add the high schools identified in Step 15 to the list of schools identified in Step 14.

Because no high schools were identified in Step 15, this step was not applicable.
In addition, please note that the CSDE did not exclude any type of school. 


