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SUBJECT:
Beginning Teacher Program for Initial Certificate Holders

Congratulations on having earned the enclosed Connecticut teaching certificate!

If you are a classroom teacher and hold one of the certificates listed above , you may be required to participate in a beginning teacher induction program.  Legislation passed in May 2008 called for the end of the state’s Beginning Educator Support and Training (BEST) Program, effective July 1, 2009.  However, legislation passed in October 2009, established the new Teacher Education And Mentoring (TEAM) Program as a replacement for BEST, to begin with the school year commencing July 1, 2010.  

The Teacher Education And Mentoring (TEAM) Program is being designed around the goal of developing individualized professional growth plans for all new teachers, uniquely designed based on their own needs as educators, and aligned with state standards. The unifying framework for the program will be a series of five modules to be completed within the first two years of teaching that focus upon the following important elements:  (1) classroom environment; (2) planning for instruction; (3) implementation of instruction; (4) assessment of student learning; and (5) professional responsibility  

Your assigned mentor will work with you to guide the instructional focus of each module based on an individualized needs assessment that will reflect your particular context for teaching – your students, your teaching subject, grade level, curriculum requirements and school and district goals.  A written reflection paper or project will be required at the culmination of each module and submitted to a district or regional TEAM committee for review.  Successful completion of all five modules will be required for eligibility for the provisional educator certificate.  

In order to facilitate a smooth transition from BEST to TEAM, the 2009-2010 school year is dedicated as a development year for TEAM.  Districts are encouraged to mentor all new teachers during this year, but beginning teacher participation in TEAM will not officially begin until the 2010-2011 school year.  Consequently, all beginning teachers hired after July 1, 2009, who have no previous BEST participation record, will be required to participate in TEAM and successfully complete the first two modules during the 2010-2011 year and the three remaining modules during the 2011-12 school year to fulfill eligibility for the provisional certificate.
If you have any questions about your certification status, please call the certification office at 860-713-6969, on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday, from noon to 4:00 p.m., or send an e-mail to: teacher.cert@ct.gov.
____________________


Note that individuals who hold and are working under one of the following certificates do not participate in TEAM:  #035, #061, #062, #068, #070, #071, #072, #073,  #082, #085, #088, #092, #093, #097, #102, #104, #105, #106, #107, #108, #109.
