PROCESS FOR THE PREPARATION AND
SUBMISSION OF THE CAMBRIDGE EDUCATION 

SCHOOL AND DISTRICT ASSESSMENT REPORTS
SCHOOL YEAR 2007-2008

Schools and districts were chosen for the assessment process based on their status under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  Districts in year three or greater of whole district needing improvement were required to participate in the district assessment.  Schools in the identified districts that were in year three or greater of needing improvement were required to have a school assessment.  Given this criterion and based upon 2006-2007 data, the districts requiring reviews for the 2007-2008 school year were Bridgeport, East Hartford, Hartford, Meriden, Middletown, New Britain, New Haven, New London, Norwalk, Norwich, Waterbury and Windham.

Cambridge Education and members of the Bureaus of Accountability, Compliance and Monitoring and School and District Improvement conducted assessments at the district level and in the identified schools for each of the districts listed above.  Information collected to support the assessments included:  school/district self-evaluations, classroom observations as well as interviews with teachers, administrators, members of the local board of education, parents and other school/district staff.  Notes were taken and evidence was collected in this process.  Information at the school level was used to inform the individual school assessment reports, as well as, to inform and confirm judgments about district-level instructional and financial practices.  At the end of the site visit phase, preliminary verbal findings of the district reviews were shared with the superintendent and the district leadership team.  No written notes were left with the district.  Connecticut State Department of Education staff (CSDE) did not maintain any notes.

After the school/district site visit phase, preliminary assessment reports were drafted and presented to the schools and districts for factual review.  Once reviewed, the reports were returned to Cambridge Education.  Cambridge Education revised assessment reports, as necessary, based on factual errors and submitted to the CSDE for review and questions.  At this stage the reports continued to be the property of Cambridge Education as they were not final.  Comments were made by CSDE staff on this draft and returned to Cambridge Education.  Assessments reports were revised by Cambridge Education, as necessary, based on feedback from CSDE staff for clarity, tone and style.  
The final assessment reports were submitted to the CSDE and were considered the property of CSDE.  The CSDE released the assessment reports to the schools and districts.  At this point, the reports were subject to a Freedom of Information Act (FOI) request.  Districts reviewed the information from the assessments and worked with CSDE and local stakeholders to revise the district improvement plan in light of the findings in the assessment reports.  The district presented the revised improvement plan to the CSDE Ad Hoc Committee on Accountability for approval.  After all of the districts presented to the Ad Hoc Committee, it was determined that the district would need more time to modify their district improvement plans.  Therefore, a schedule was made for each district to present their improvement plans for approval to the State Board of Education in the fall of 2008.
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