Connecticut State Department of Education

Federal District Improvement Plan and State Monitoring Requirements

2008-2009
District improvement plans must have evidence of each of the following elements:

1.  Annual Measurable Achievement Goals 

(
Specify between 3 to 5 measurable achievement goals

(
Include targets for each of the groups of students identified in disaggregated data

2.  Core Academic Subjects and School Climate

(
Address the fundamental teaching & learning needs in the schools as indicated by whole district data
· Address the fundamental teaching & learning needs of specific academic problems of low achieving students as indicated by subgroup district data 
· Address school issues in order to remove barriers to learning

3.  Strategies & Actions

· Incorporate scientifically-based research strategies for improving achievement of all children in the district
· Identify specific adult actions along with associated timelines, projected costs, name/role of person responsible, and funding sources

(including but not limited to the recommendations of the CSDE ad hoc committee and/or Cambridge report)

4.  Data Analysis / Monitoring and Measuring

(
Specify how, when, and by whom the implementation of identified strategies will be monitored and measured

· Specify how, when, and by whom the targeted student achievement will be monitored and measured

· Show evidence that the plan is based on analysis of data of whole district and subgroups

· Show evidence of Data-Driven Decision Making (DDDM) including schedules, minutes, and action items 

5.  Highly Qualified Teachers and Professional Development
(
Address hiring practices of qualified paraprofessionals with Title I, Part A funds

(
Address professional development needs of instructional staff

(
Commit to not less than 10 percent of funds received under subpart 2 for each fiscal year identified for improvement (for Title 1 districts only)

(
Align professional development to targeted goals and strategies

(
Identify the targeted audience for each professional development

6.  Specify Responsibility of District and State

(
Specify responsibilities of state, including technical assistance (please attached CSDE Technical Assistance    addendum)
(
Specify responsibilities of district, including technical assistance

7.  Strategies for Parent/Guardian Involvement

(
Include strategies to promote effective parent/guardian involvement

(
Show evidence that parents/guardians are part of the planning and decision-making process

(
Include training for all staff on how to involve parents in the educational process
8.  Activities Before, School, After School, and Extensions of School Year, as Appropriate

(
Activities before school


(  Activities after school

(
Activities during the summer

(  Extension of school year

�This is definitely new and the DIP and SIP templates would have to be revised to include these new requirements.


�I think that this needs to be separated - the ordering now reads as though there should not be data analysis done before the goals are set.  I agree that there needs to be data analysis in the Monitoring and Measuring, but that it shouldn't be mutually exclusive.  The last box in this section speaks to the data analysis pretty loudly - how would a district submit minutes and action items from data teams that have yet to meet?  I think a schedule would suffice because then we could use that to monitor.
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