Connecticut State Department of Education

Addendum to School and District Improvement Plans 

for Technical or Other Assistance Provided by the CSDE to Meet the Requirements of Sec. 1116 of NCLB

(This addendum must be attached to all school and district improvement plans)

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) will support the school and district improvement process through the Connecticut Accountability for Learning Initiative (CALI).  The initiative will serve as a professional development vehicle and will:

· focus on the district as the primary change agent;

· create a culture of professional learning communities in schools, districts and the state;

· differentiate support based on individual district and school needs; and 

· increase student achievement for all students.
The CSDE will provide technical assistance to districts and schools who have been identified as “in need of improvement.”   This support will be provided by the CSDE in conjunction with: 

· Regional Education Service Centers (RESCs);

· State Education Resource Center (SERC);

· Cambridge Education;

· Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS); and

· The Leadership and Learning Center.

The following types of support will be provided to district and school-level improvement teams, with priority given to Title I schools and districts identified as “in need of improvement”:

· telephone technical assistance;

· site visits;

· guidance in the development and implementation of improvement plans;

· professional development focused on accountability for student learning, data-driven decision-making, implementation of data teams, understanding standards, aligning standards instruction and assessment,  effective teaching strategies and common formative assessments; 

· on-site job-embedded professional development, follow-up and support; and

· coaching for principals and superintendents.

The CSDE and the Bureau of School and District Improvement shall coordinate communication between all stakeholders, the schools, districts, RESCs and SERC while working to unify school and district improvement efforts in the state.
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