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	Subject(s)
	English Language Arts

	Grade/Course
	Grade 8

	Unit of Study
	Unit #1 – The Making of a Good Story

	Unit Type(s)
	❑ Topical        ❑ Skills-based         ❑ Thematic

	Pacing 
	29 days (25 instructional days and 4 re-teach/enrichment days)


	Overarching Standards (OS)

	Reading Standards for Literature
RL.10:  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  

Reading Standards for Informational Text

RI.10:  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing Standards

W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

SL.6:  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Language Standards

L.6:  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.


	Priority and Supporting CCSS 



	Priority Standards
RL.3:  Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.  

RL.6:  Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

W.3c:  Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.

W.3d:  Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

SL.1c:  Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

L.1d:  Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.4b:  Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

Supporting Standards

W.3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

W.3a:  Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

W.3b:  Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

W.3e:  Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

W.5:  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

SL.1:  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussion (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.1a:  Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

SL.1b:  Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

L.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.2c:  Spell correctly.

L.3:  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

L.4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.4a:  Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
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	Essential Questions 
	Corresponding Big Ideas

	1. What makes a story worth reading?

2. How do we engage in meaningful conversation?

3. How can a word reveal its meaning?


	1. Writers depend on a variety of devices and techniques to craft a good story.

2. Listening actively, synthesizing the ideas of others, and responding appropriately generate meaningful conversation.

3. Word parts are clues to word meaning.


	Standardized Assessment Correlations

(State, College and Career)

	Expectations for Learning (in development) 
This information will be included as it is developed at the national level. CT is a governing member of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) and has input into the development of the assessment. 


1
Adapted from The Leadership and Learning Center “Rigorous Curriculum Design” model.

