Connecticut Curriculum Design

Unit Planning Organizer

	Subject(s)
	Reading/Language Arts

	Grade/Course
	3

	Unit of Study
	Unit 1:  How Characters Change 

(Correlates with Unit 1 Writing: Memoir)

	Unit Type(s)
	❑ Topical        ❑ Skills-based         ❑ Thematic

	Pacing 
	30 days (25 days instruction; 5 days re-teaching/enrichment)


	Overarching Standards (OS)

	Reading
CC.3.RL.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
CC.3.RI.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
Speaking and Listening

CC.3.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Foundational Skills

CC.3.R.F.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

CC.3.R.F.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.


	Priority and Supporting CCSS

	Priority Standards

CC.3.R.L.3- Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

CC.3.R.L.6  - Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.

CC.3.R.L.9* - Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series).

CC.3.S.L.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail

CC.3.S.L.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate fact and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.

CC.3.R.F.3.c  Decode multisyllable words.

CC.3.R.F.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Supporting Standards

CC.3.SL.1.b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g. gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).

CC.3.S.L.6 Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to the task and situation in order to provided requested detail or clarification.


	Concepts
(What students need to know)
	Skills
(What students need to be able to do)
	Bloom’s Taxonomy Levels

	Character Description

· Traits, motivation, feeling, etc. 

· Actions that contribute to the sequence of events

Point of View 

· Student

· Narrator

· Characters 

Story Elements in Books by the Same Author

· Themes, settings, and plots of stories

· Similarities in characters (e.g., in books from a series)

Reporting

· Topic

· Text or story

· Personal experience

· Relevant facts, details

· Clear, understandable speech

Language Concepts

· Multi-syllable words

· Context 

· Word recognition 
	DESCRIBE ( characters in a story) 

EXPLAIN (how actions contribute to the sequence of events)

DISTINGUISH (point of view)

COMPARE AND CONTRAST 

(themes, settings, and plots of stories)

ASK & ANSWER (questions about information from a speaker)

REPORT & ELABORATE  (on a topic)

RECOUNT (an experience)

ORGANIZE (relevant details)

SPEAK (clearly and understandably)

DECODE (multisyllable words)

USE (context) & SELF-CORRECT (to confirm word recognition and understanding) 

REREAD (for understanding)
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	Essential Questions 
	Corresponding Big Ideas

	1) How do readers know why characters behave the way they do? 

2) What is point of view and how does it help readers?

3) What elements do readers use to compare similarities and differences in stories?

4) How do readers effectively share ideas about what they have learned? 

5) What do readers do when reading difficult words?

	1) Readers examine character traits, feelings, and actions to understand how they behave. 
2) Point of view is the perspective from which the story is told. It helps readers to understand the characters’ actions and story outcome. 
3) Readers compare and contrast themes, setting, and plots of stories to understand the authors’ message.
4) Readers ask questions and speak clearly to share story details and their reactions to what they have read. 

5) Readers use different strategies such as decoding, self-correcting, and rereading in order to understand difficult words. 


	Standardized Assessment Correlations

(State, College and Career)

	Expectations for Learning (in development) 
This information will be included as it is developed at the national level. CT is a governing member of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) and has input into the development of the assessment. 


4
Adapted from The Leadership and Learning Center “Rigorous Curriculum Design” model.


