CONNECTICUT STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Hartford, Connecticut








December 7, 2007
Dear Colleagues,

This is a short note to draw your attention to two documents that are now updated and available for review on our web site: 
1. “The Case for Secondary School Redesign,” the PowerPoint Presentation made on November 16 at the CABE/CAPSS Convention; and
2. A December 5, 2007, memorandum to the State Board of Education summarizing the contents of the PowerPoint and my own commentary on its meaning and implications for the future.
My purpose in writing is to let you know that the Ad Hoc Committee and I are hearing your concerns over the reform proposals and want to assure you that there will be adequate time to discuss them between now and December 2008. 
Please know that between now and March, the Committee and I will be convening several sessions to present the proposals and to take input on how to improve them.  A schedule of presentation dates and times will soon be completed and available under the “Commissioner’s Update,” on our SDE website.  
Subsequent to this “listening tour,” we hope to complete a financial analysis of what it will cost to implement these proposals, followed thereafter by a period of time to solicit written input to improve or alter the design proposed.  A tentative implementation schedule is sketched below:

2007-2008
December-March

Presentations and Listening Tour

March-September

Cost Study

September-October
Solicitation of Written Input

October


Secondary School Reform Summit

October-November 
Final Revisions of Proposal

December


State Board Approval and Legislation

Please call or write if you have additional questions, and I look forward to communicating with you about our progress in the weeks and months ahead.


Sincerely yours,


Mark McQuillan

Mark K. McQuillan


Commissioner of Education

