Connecticut Department of Education
To: 
All Connecticut Superintendents
From: 
Mark K. McQuillan, Commissioner of Education
Re: 
Board Examination Project 

Date:
February 23, 2010

On behalf of the State Department of Education (SDE), the Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS), the Connecticut Association of Boards of Education (CABE), the Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) and the Capitol Region Education Council (CREC), I’m writing to invite you to an interstate workshop on March 16th from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM at the Hartford Marriott Downtown, 200 Columbus Blvd., Hartford.  The workshop is being given by the National Center for Education and the Economy (NCEE) in order to enlist support for the Board Examinations Project, an initiative aimed at reforming American public high schools. Dr. Marc Tucker, NCEE’s Executive Director, has formed a consortium with eight states, including five in New England, to begin the work of piloting board examinations in 10-15 high schools in each state by 2011. Attached, please find a description of the project, noting its role in Connecticut’s Race to the Top application, and other documents that have been in circulation since the project was announced last July.
After reading about the project, please complete the application below and return it to our offices as soon as possible if you are interested in attending the workshop. We are asking each superintendent to bring a team of 3-5 people, including one high school and one middle school principal, plus other district leaders like such as the board chair, union president, or others directly involved with Race to the Top.
Because people are attending from five states, we may find it necessary to limit the number of Connecticut districts that can attend on the 16th.  Please know, however, that the workshop will be offered again later in April if interest warrants.  Do not hesitate to call our offices if you have questions, and if you need additional information, please note that CAPSS, CABE, CAS and CREC are helping to organize the session. They, too, stand ready to be of assistance.
The room location of the workshop will be announced later this month.  Lunch will be provided.  Sign up today by emailing Tom Murphy at thomas.murphy@ct.gov or call 860.713.6526.  I look forward to seeing you in March!
Sign Up Sheet for March 16th Workshop with Dr. Marc Tucker
 The NCEE Board Examination Project
Check:_____ Yes, I hope to attend! ____ No, I cannot attend but am interested in other workshops.
District__________________________________________

Superintendent’s Name______________________________
High School Principal_______________________________

Middle School Principal_____________________________

Board Chairperson________________________________​_

Union President _________________________________​__

Total Attendees ___________________________________
