References for English Language Learners

Brisk, M., & Harrington, M. (2007).  Literacy and Bilingualism: A Handbook for ALL 

Teachers. Lawrence Erlbaum Assoc., Second Edition.

This book provides educators with a collection of instructional practices they may use to improve literacy for their bilingual students.  The practices include those with a focus on writing, reading, a choice of foci, and assessment. This is an easy to read book, with practical advice that can be used the very next day in the classroom.
Echevarria, J., & Graves, A. (2003).  Sheltered Content Instruction:  Teaching English
Language Learners with Diverse Abilities. Boston, MA:  Allyn and Bacon,
Pearson Publishers.

This book presents detailed explanations of ways to make content courses comprehensible to English Language Learners and ways to engage their ELLs in the course content.  The book is written in easy to understand language for those educators unfamiliar with second language development issues.
Echevarria, J., Graves, & Short, D. (2000).  Making Content Comprehensible for English    Language Learners: The SIOP Model.  Boston, MA:  Allyn and Bacon, Pearson Publishers.

This book introduces mainstream educators to the 8 categories of Sheltered Instruction, a scientifically researched set of instructional strategies to make course content accessible to English Language Learners.  The book is accompanied by an assessment survey tool, the Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP), which allows teachers to assess their own lessons to determine if they are employing sufficiently the recommended sheltered strategies.
O'Malley, J., & Valdez Pierce, L. (1996).  Authentic Assessment for English Language Learners.  Longman Publishers.

This book looks at the issues of assessment and ELL learners.  It proposes alternative means of assessment than traditional standardized measurements, ways to assess ELLs that are more authentic and more accurate reflections of ELL student performance.
Vogt, M. & Echevarria, J. (2008).  99 Ideas and Activities for Teaching English Learners with the SIOP Model.  Boston, MA:  Allyn and Bacon, Pearson Publ.

This book can serve as a companion to either of the Echevarria and Graves sheltered instruction books listed above.  The book is simply a collection of instructional activities teachers can employ as they work to make the content more comprehensible and more engaging for English Language learners. Each activity is coded to fit one of SIOP’s eight major categories and includes language expressions a student may need in order to accomplish the activity.
Verplaetse, L., & Migliacci, N. (2008).  Inclusive Pedagogy for English Language Learners:  A Handbook of Research-Informed Practices.  New York:  Lawrence Erlbaum Assoc, Taylor and Francis Group.

This book is written for educators and educational leaders who wish to be change agents in their own school systems.  The book is divided into four sections:  strategies for the elementary classroom; strategies for the secondary classroom; strategies to link community and school; and school and district wide reform.  Each chapter makes recommendations of how best to serve ELLs, and then provides readable accounts of the research that supports these recommendations.
Walqui, A. (2000).  Access and Engagement:  Program design and instructional 

approaches for immigrant students in secondary school.  McHenry, IL:  Center for Applied Linguistics and Delta Systems.

This book focuses on ideal instructional environments for immigrant students in secondary schools.  The book discusses instructional strategies to best serve ELLS and analyzes structural obstacles that may need district revision to allow best practices for ELLs.  The book ends by showcasing several school districts which are succeeding in educating their ELL students.
