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Ainsworth, L. & Viegut, D. (2006).  Common formative assessments:  How to connect standards- 


based instruction and assessment. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
· This resource presents the “big picture” of an integrated standards-based instruction and assessment system and offers instructional leaders guidelines for developing, aligning, implementing and sustaining common formative assessments.
Ainsworth, L. (2008).  Common formative assessments training manual.  Englewood, CO: The


Leadership and Learning Center.
· This bound manual is a required resource for the Common Formative Assessments seminar.  It contains the entire PowerPoint presentation along with examples and reproducibles that can be used immediately in the classroom.  Available for purchase at: www.leadandlearn.com. 
Ainsworth, L. (2003).  Power standards. Englewood, CO: Advanced Learning Press.
· Learn how to create a prioritized subset of your state or district standards. Identify the standards that comprise the “safety net”, or the skills and knowledge students must master to be successful at every grade level and in every content area, and develop performance-based assessment with scoring guides.  

Ainsworth, L. (2003).  “Unwrapping” the standards. Englewood, CO:  Advanced Learning
            Press.
· Learn how to analyze or “unwrap” standards to discover their essential concepts and skills, then formulate “big ideas” and “essential questions” to help guide the planning of more effective, standards-based instruction and assessment.
American Federation of Teachers.  Creating a classroom team:  How teachers and paraprofessionals make working together work.

· Paraprofessional and teacher members of the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) share their ideas on how classroom teams can make working together work. Available at: http://www.aft.org/pubs-reports/psrp/classroom_team.pdf
Beaudoin, M. & Taylor, M. (2004).  Breaking the culture of bullying and disrespect, grades K-8:


Best practices and successful strategies.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.

· This book outlines in detail a systematic classroom approach for dealing with children who don’t integrate well with the larger school population. The focus of Beaudoin and Taylors’ work is on younger children and demonstrates in a step by step manner how the entire class can be involved in assisting their difficult peers in integrating successfully.
Bluestein, J. (2001).  Creating emotionally safe schools: A guide for educators and parents.


Deerfield Beach, FL:  Health Communications.

· This book is the definitive resource on what is required to create safe school climates for all children.  There is extensive research presented as well as comprehensive and practical strategies for creating safe schools.  Bluestein’s work is a must read for understanding the territory of school climate.
Brown-Chidsey, R. & Steege, M. (2005).  Response to intervention:  Principles and  
           strategies for effective practice.  New York:  Guilford Press.
· This book is geared to helping practitioners understand and respond to the No Child Left Behind Act and the special education eligibility guidelines in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act. Presented are theoretical and empirical foundations of Response to Intervention.  Reproducible planning and implementation worksheets are contained in this volume.

Burns, M., & Gibbons, K. (2008).  Implementing response-to-intervention in elementary and 

secondary schools.  New York: Routeledge.
· This volume is a useful resource to school personnel who are implementing Response to Intervention.  The authors have provided step-by-step information that informs daily practice.  Examples of how to implement RTI and usable materials are presented.

Connecticut State Department of Education. (2008). Guidelines for training and support of 

paraprofessionals working with students birth to 21. 
· This document provides updated research and resources to recognize the value of paras in the       critical role that they continue to play on a daily basis in CT. Available at: http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/curriculum/cali/Connecticut_Guidelines_for_Training_and_Support_of_Paraprofessionals.pdf
Connecticut State Department of Education. (2008).  Using scientific research-based interventions:  
improving education for all students:  Connecticut’s framework for RTI - Executive Summary and (in press) Full Document.  Available at:  http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/Pressroom/RTI_Executive_Summary.pdf
· This publication is Connecticut’s framework for Response to Intervention.  The framework builds upon the coherence of various research-based school improvement models, including those adopted by the Connecticut Accountability for Learning Initiative (CALI).

Crone, D. and Horner, R. (2003).  Building positive support systems in schools:  Functional 

behavioral assessment. New York: Guilford Press.
· The focus of this book is on developing and implementing support plans for the 1% to 5% of students who require intensive, individualized behavioral assessment and intervention. 

French, N. (2003).  Managing paraeducators in your school.   Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press.

· This comprehensive resource provides you with guidelines and proven strategies for how to best recruit, manage, and use paraeducators in your school.

Gerlach, K. (2001).  Let’s team up:  A checklist for paraeducators, teachers, and principals.

Washington, D.C. National Education Association.

· This unique checklist is written to help paraeducators, teachers and principals understand their roles and responsibilities as they relate to each other. It's filled with helpful tips for teachers on working effectively with paraeducators, practical suggestions for paraeducators on clarifying their jobs and their relationships with students and school staff, and great advice for principals on the administrative supervision of paraeducators.

Haager, D., Klingner, J. & Vaughn, S. (2007).  Evidence-Based practices for response to 

intervention.  Baltimore, MD: Brookes.
· More than thirty expert contributors reveal what the research says about tiered instruction, a core reading program for all students, supplementary instruction for children with early reading difficulties, and intensive intervention for children who still struggle.  

Haladyna, T. (1996).  Writing test items to evaluate higher order thinking. Upper Saddle 


Ridge, NJ:  Prentice Hall.

· This book is intended to help readers develop better test questions that are aimed at measuring their students' (or future students') higher level thinking abilities such as writing, reading, mathematical or scientific problem solving, critical thinking, and creative thinking. This book is practical in its approach, replete with examples, and focuses on many different question types with the main objective being to select the item type most appropriate for the material being measured. It covers multiple-choice items, designing performance test items, creating and scoring portfolios, and writing survey items. Item-writing templates are provided in each chapter. 
Hess, F.M. (2006).  Urban school reform:  Lessons from San Diego. Cambridge, MA: Harvard


Education Press.
· This timely book addresses the full range of critical issues pertaining to urban school reform by looking closely at the recent reform efforts in San Diego. In essays by an impressive gathering of scholars and practitioners from across the country, the book considers crucial dimensions of reform efforts in the San Diego schools, including performance, governance, the external environment, central leadership and management, district infrastructure, support services, and school-level instructional efforts. The result is a full-scale assessment of San Diego's reform efforts--a record of unmistakable relevance and value to other urban reform movements throughout the United States.
Hill, J. & Flynn, K. (2006).  Classroom instruction that work with english language learners.


Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

· The authors viewed Classroom Instruction that Works through an English language learners lens and authored this comprehensive guide to utilizing effective instructional strategies in the English language learners classroom.  
Jimerson, S., Burns, M. & VanDerHeyden, A. (2007).  Handbook of response to intervention:  The science and practice of assessment and intervention.  New York: Springer

· This volume brings the best of science to professional practice, highlighting lessons learned from across the country with thirty-two individual articles ranging from problem-solving strategies, to assessment and measurement and research-based prevention and intervention.

Marzano, R. Pickering, D. & Pollock, J. (2001).  Classroom instruction that works:  Research based

strategies for increasing student achievement.  Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision 


and Curriculum Development.
· In this valuable resource, the authors have examined decades of research findings to distill the results into nine teaching strategies that have positive effects on student learning:

1. Identifying similarities and differences

2. Summarizing and note taking

3. Reinforcing effort and providing recognition

4. Homework and practices

5. Nonlinguistic representations

6. Cooperative learning

7. Setting objectives and providing feedback

8. Generating and testing hypothesis

9. Questions, cues and advance organizers

Marzano, R. (2007). The art and science of teaching.  Alexandria, VA:  Association for 


Supervision and Curriculum Development.

· Discover the actions a school or district can take to institutionalize effective instructional practices in every classroom while allowing for maximum flexibility in teaching styles. A renowned author and expert on research-based teaching practices explains the efforts schools are taking to improve the quality of classroom practice.
McCook, J. (2006).  The RTI guide:  Developing and implementing a model in your schools.  
Horsham, PA: LRP Publications.
· The purpose of this manual is to introduce readers to RTI and to provide a guide and roadmap to the development and implementation of RTI in a school and district.  
National Association of State Directors of Special Education. (2005). Response to Intervention:  
            Policy Considerations and Implementation.  Alexandria, VA: National Association of State
            Directors of Special Education.
· This book brings together a panel of professionals with long-standing recognition in the field of education.  These authors provide guidance to state and local education agencies in the area of effective leadership in Response to Intervention (RtI) design and how to implement RTI across general, remedial and special education.

O’Connor, K. (1999). How to grade for learning.  Arlington Heights, IL:  Skylight


Training and Publishing.

· In How to Grade for Learning, O'Connor presents eight guidelines for successful assessment at any grade level and for any teacher regardless of experience. In clearly written language, he sets down guidelines and sample assessment tools. The text is sprinkled with examples of student work and assessment of those tasks. The author discusses the rationale for each guideline.

Pickett, A.L., Faison, K., Formanek, J.A. (1998).  A core curriculum and training program to 


prepare paraeducators to work in inclusive classrooms serving school age students


with disabilities.  New York:  National Resource Center for Paraprofessionals in Education 
Graduate School and the University Center City University of New York.

· The content in the four sets of instructional programs is based on a core curriculum that recognized the generic nature of the competencies paraeducators require to work in various education and related services programs.  The individual training programs focus on the specific skills paraeducators must have to work with children and youth of different ages who have different levels of disabilities and different education needs.

Pickett, A.L., Gerlach, K. Morgan, R., Likins, M, & Wallace, T.  (2007). Paraeducators in 

schools:  Strengthening the education team.  Austin, TX:  Pro Ed.

· Based on a philosophy that recognizes the value of a highly skilled teaching assistant, this book is intended for trainers of paraeducators. Included in this resource guide are training goals, instructional objectives, definitions of key terms, competency-based instructional content, discussion questions, case studies, and other learning activities. 
Popham, W. (2003). Test better, teach better: The instructional role of assessment.  Alexandria, 


VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
· In Test Better, Teach Better, assessment expert W. James Popham explores the links between assessment and instruction and provides a jargon-free look at classroom and large-scale test construction, interpretation, and application. Featuring sample items, testing tips, and recommended resources, this "crash course" in instructionally focused assessment includes 

the four types of instructional decisions that testing will illuminate, that you really need to know about measurement concepts like validity, reliability, and bias, the advantages and disadvantages of various test formats and experience-based rules for creating great items in each, and the benefits of assessing student affect and guidelines for doing it in your own classroom.
Reeves, D. (2002). The leader’s guide to standards. San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.

Dr. Reeves offers practical recommendations for assessing and nurturing teacher performance, setting up balanced assessment and accountability policies, and making the case for standards to the public. In addition, this book addresses the vital role that policymakers play in the successful implementation of educational standards.

Reeves, D. (2003).  Assessing educational leaders:  Evaluating performance for improved  

            individual and organizational results. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press.
· Based on ten dimensions of leadership, the scoring rubric presented in this groundbreaking book by Dr. Reeves allows leaders, school boards and leadership trainees to compare different levels of leadership performance. This book will improve the way the district evaluates and develops educational leaders.

Reeves, D. (2003). Making standards work:  How to implement standards-based assessments


in the classroom, school, and district. Englewood, CA:  Advanced Learning Press.
· In this revised edition, Dr. Reeves provides step-by-step guidance on designing and implementing standards-based performance assessments to make improved teaching and learning a reality in the classroom.

Reeves, D. (2004). Data-driven decision making and data teams training manuals. Englewood, 

CO: Center for Performance Assessment.
· These bound manuals are a required resource for the Data-Driven Decision Making seminar.  It contains the entire PowerPoint presentation along with examples and reproducibles that will be used as participants continue to use their classroom data to drive instruction.  Available for purchase at www.leadandlearn.com. 

Reeves, D. (2004). Making standards work training manual. Englewood, CO:  Center for

Performance Assessment.
· This bound manual is a required resource for the Making Standards Work seminar.  It contains the entire PowerPoint presentation along with examples and reproducibles that can be used immediately in the classroom.  Available for purchase at www.leadandlearn.com. 
Reeves, D. (2007).  Daily disciplines of leadership:  How to improve student achievement,


staff motivation, and personal organization. San Francisco, CA:  Jossey Bass.
· Based on his extensive experience working with educators, administrators and school board members, Dr. Reeves discusses the basic purpose of leadership, presents four key leadership archetypes and offers practical recommendations for action. This book is the go-to resource for novice and educational leaders alike.

Schmoker, M. (1996). Results: The key to continuous school improvement.  Alexandria, VA: 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
· Learn how to set goals, work collaboratively and track student achievement data to measure the effectiveness of school improvement efforts.

Schmoker, M. (2001). The results fieldbook: Practical strategies from dramatically improved 
            schools. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
· Learn how five school systems overcame obstacles and achieved exceptional results using the practical strategies presented in Results: The Key to Continuous School Improvement.
Stiggins, R. (2001). Student-centered classroom assessment. 3rd Ed., Columbus, OH: Prentice Hall.
· This popular text focuses on assessment as an integral part of classroom instruction and shows how the use of student-involved assessment, record keeping, and communication can be highly motivating instructional interventions. The text elucidates the fundamental importance of high-quality assessment to student academic well-being and promotes the development of student self-assessment as a critically important life skill. Easy-to-read and free of technical jargon, this text focuses squarely y on what teachers need to know in order to make assessment work in classrooms.
Sullivan, K. Cleary, M. & Sullivan, G. (2004). Bullying in schools: What it looked like and how 


to manage it. Thousand Oaks, CO:  Corwin Press
· This book is designed to provide information to help adults manage and intervene successfully in bullying cases. The “No Blame” approach to managing peer cruelty is outlined and explained with enough detail that school personnel could implement this proven approach with fidelity.
Wessler, S. & Preble, W. (2003). The respectful school: How educators and students can conquer 

hate and harassment.  Arlington, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum 

Development.

· Wessler and Preble’s book is written primarily for secondary school audiences. This is a powerful work that is easily read by entire middle or high school faculties to enable them all to “get on the same page.” The book is easy to read, contains excellent stories and makes a compelling case for the importance of creating safe and respectful schools.

Wright, J. (2007). RTI Toolkit:  A practical guide for schools.  Port Chester, NY: Dude.
· This book provides educators with guidance and tools to implement RTI.  The author’s work is supplemented by a wealth of interventions and assessment resources.
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