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THE ANNE MARIE MURPHY PARAEDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

APPLICATION FORM 2017
(for local educational agency/district use)

Selection Criteria

Each district nominee will be evaluated based on six criteria areas from the National Resource Center for Paraprofessionals (NRCP)* model, which Connecticut selected and modified as a framework for articulating key competencies for Connecticut paraeducators.  The model defines six primary areas of responsibilities for paraeducators:

1. Assisting teachers/providers with building and maintaining effective instructional teams.

2. Assisting teachers/providers with maintaining learner-centered supportive environments. 

3. Supporting teachers/providers with planning and organizing learning experiences.

4. Assisting teachers/providers with engaging students in learning and assisting in instruction.

5. Assisting teachers/providers with assessing learner needs, progress and achievement.

6. Meeting standards of professional and ethical conduct.

Additional information regarding this framework can be located in the Connecticut Guidelines for Training and Support of Paraeducators, pages 29-37, at the address below:  http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/cali/guidelines_paraprofessionals.pdf
*Adapted from Strengthening and Support Teacher and Para educator Teams: Guidelines for Paraeducator Roles, Supervision, and Preparation by A.L. Pickett, 1999, New York: National Resource Center for Paraprofessionals in Education, Center for Advanced Study in Education, Graduate Center, City University of New York.
THE ANNE MARIE MURPHY PARAEDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

APPLICATION FORM 2017

School District Name:  










I. General Information/Signatures

Nominee Name:  











Home Address:  











City:  






State:  _________Zip Code:  



Telephone:  





Cell Phone:  





Home E-mail Address:  










School Name:  











School Address:  











City:  _________________ State:  ___ Zip Code:  


Telephone:  



School E-mail Address:  










Total Years of Experience as an Instructional Paraeducator:  





Years in Present Position:  ____________

Please provide a brief description of your current job responsibilities:  




Please note:  all information and resources contained in this application are subject to release under Connecticut’s Freedom of Information Act.  I hereby give my permission for materials contained in this application to be shared with persons interested in promoting the Anne Marie Murphy Paraeducator of the Year Program.  I also acknowledge that if selected as 2017 Anne Marie Murphy Paraeducator of the Year, I will be released from classroom responsibility, when appropriate, to fulfill the obligations inherent in the honor(s).

Signature of Applicant ___________________________________Date _______________

I. General Information (continued)
SCHOOL/BUILDING PRINCIPAL/SUPERVISOR
Name:  ______________________________Title:  







School Name:  











School Address:  










 


City                    State               Zip Code         Telephone      
Fax

Principal E-mail:  











SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
Name: 





Title:  







School Name:  











School Address:  










 


City                    State               Zip Code         Telephone      
Fax

Superintendent/Director E-mail:  









PERSONAL STATEMENT

The Anne Marie Murphy Paraeducator of the Year is selected based on the following criteria:  personal statement, outstanding work performance and professional collaboration based on the six primary areas of responsibilities for paraeducators.  Please provide responses to the following questions and prompts.  Responses must be typed and double-spaced.  Please limit your answers to a 500 word limit for each question.

1. What were the factors that influenced you to become a paraeducator?

2. Describe what you consider to be your greatest contributions and accomplishments as a paraeducator.

3. Describe how the quality of your work exceeds expectations.  Please provide specific examples of how your contributions have improved student achievement.

4. As Connecticut’s Anne Marie Murphy Paraeducator of the Year 2017, you would serve as a spokesperson and representative of the profession.  What would be your message?  What would you communicate to your profession and the general public in Connecticut?

RECOMMENDATION LETTERS

Recommendation letters must provide specific examples of the nominee’s contributions to his/her school district and should relate to applicant’s work as a paraeducator based on the six primary areas of responsibilities for paraeducators.  
Provide three (3) letters of recommendation, one (1) of which must be from the nominee’s principal or supervisor.  Recommendation letters may also be submitted from teachers, parents, students, colleagues and administrators.  No more than three (3) recommendation letters (limited to one (1) page each) will be accepted. 


