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Carving A Narrative in Pottery-Planning Checklist / Outline

1. PLANNING THE NARRATIVE

· Group Discussion – Interpreting Garcia’s work

· Brainstorm a list of 4-6 personal experiences.

· Select 1 personal experience and explain why it is important.

2. PLANNING THE FORM

· Group Discussion – How does Garcia’s form relate to her narrative?

· Create a maquette for a vessel form that relates to the personal experience.

· Create a title.

· Describe how the form relates to your personal experience.

STOP and evaluate form. Does my form relate to my narrative?  YES    NO

· Construct the form.

3. PLANNING THE SYMBOLS

· Group Discussion – How does Garcia use the symbols, shapes and lines to communicate her ideas?

· Draw 3 symbols that represent events from the personal experience.

· Create 1 variations of each symbol (total of 3 variations)

STOP and evaluate symbols. Do my symbols communicate my ideas?  YES    NO

· Practice carving symbols.

4. PLANNING THE COMPOSITION

· Group discussion:  How does Garcia create balance, unity and movement between positive shapes and negative spaces?

· Sketch coil vessel form in each box of the planning strip (front, back and side views).

· Draw narrative symbols inside each form.

· Create movement around the entire vessel.

· Negative space is clearly defined by shading background space around symbols.

STOP and evaluate composition. Did I create balance, unity and movement between positive shapes and negative spaces?   YES   NO

Planning Your Narrative 
1. Brainstorm a list of at least 4-6 personal experiences that are important to you. 

	Example: Fishing with my grandparents

	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.

	6.


2. Select one experience from your list above, explain why it’s important and write a narrative about it. 

	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




3. Underline three important details in your narrative.
Planning the Vessel Form
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        Fisherman’s Dream II, Tammy Garcia,                       Quail Effigy, Tammy Garcia, Santa Clara Pueblo
        Santa Clara Pueblo

        Source: Tammy Garcia Form Without Boundaries
        Bruce Bernstein, John Grimes and Benjamin Rose 
1. Class Discussion: How do you think Tammy Garcia’s forms (above) could relate to a narrative?

2. Create a maquette of the form that you want to use for your vessel.

3. Create a Title: __________________________________________________________________

4. In the space below describe how your form relates to your narrative.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Planning Your Symbols

1. List three important details from your narrative in the left column.

2. For each detail, draw a symbol.  

3. In the boxes to the right, create a variation of each symbol, by changing shape and size
	1. Detail
	2. Symbol
	3. Variation
(changes to symbol)

	_______________


	
	


	_______________


	
	


	_______________


	
	


3. Circle your favorite symbol from each row to use on your clay vessel.

Planning Symbols: Example

	Label
	Symbol
	Variation 1

	1.  Fish
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	2. Fisherman/woman
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	3. Caught fish
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Planning the Composition 
1. Group discussion:  How does Garcia create balance and movement between positive shapes and negative spaces?

2. Look at your maquette and draw four views of the form in the boxes of the planning strip.

3. Sketch the 3 narrative symbols that you selected in PLANNING THE SYMBOLS onto the 4 views of the form. 

· Create movement by varying the size, placement or rotation of the symbols.

4. Sketch ADDITIONAL shapes and lines to add to the composition of your vessel.
5. REPEAT original symbols as needed to create balance and movement between the positive shapes and negative space.

6. SHADE in the remaining space around your shapes and symbols (this will represent your negative space that you will be carving). 

Example:
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                Front -------------Side ------------------Back -----------------Side ------

The symbols, shapes and lines will be the positive spaces on your vessel.

Planning Your Composition: Planning Strip
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COIL POTTERY FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT RUBRIC FOR PLANNING

First check all criteria met by student’s work, then circle the appropriate numeric score.

	4
	Advanced
	In addition to all Proficient criteria, work exhibits at least three of the following:



	
	
	· Explains in detail why selected personal experience is important.



	
	
	· Clearly describes how the form relates to the personal experience.



	
	
	· Shapes and lines are successfully arranged to create visual movement.



	
	
	· Positive shapes and negative spaces are balanced.



	

	3
	Proficient
	Meets all five of the following criteria:



	
	
	· Brainstorm a list of 4 personal experiences.



	
	
	· Create a maquette for a vessel form that relates to the selected personal experience.



	
	
	· Draw 3 symbols and 1 variation of each symbol that represent events from the personal experience.



	
	
	· Sketch front, back and sides of coil vessel on the Planning Strip illustrating how symbols will create visual movement.



	
	
	· Negative space is clearly defined by shading all background space around symbols.



	
	
	

	2
	Nearly Proficient
	Meets four of the five criteria for Proficient

	
	
	

	1
	Emerging
	Meets three of the five criteria for Proficient
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