CT draft Gr. 5 Carving A Narrative In Pottery 
      revised 12/4/10   Teacher Resource 5 Demonstration of Building a Coil Vessel



Coil Construction Demonstration

Begin by making a shallow bowl shape (pinch pot) to support the base of the vessel. 

To form the base of the pot:

· Take a piece of clay approximately the size of an apple and pinch it into a shallow bowl shape. Keep the walls fairly thick (about 5/8”)

· Smooth and compress the inside wall of the base with a rib tool while your other hand supports the wall from the outside.

· Score the edge of the base.

· Add slip to the scored area and add a coil that has also been slipped and scored on the side that will be joined. Slip and score the outside edge and a new coil to be joined. 

· Discuss with the students that if the clay is very damp the weight of the coils might cause the walls to sag. Allow the walls to stiffen to support additional coils by leaving the piece uncovered approximately 15-30. Keep the top rings moist by covering it with a damp cloth or plastic. 

·  Explain how to control the pots shape as the students are building their form up:

To change the wall’s direction inward, attach the coil toward the inside of the rim. To flare the wall out, place the coil toward the outer edge.

Support the growing shape with both hands, one on the outside and the other inside, as the coils are joined and smoothed to the ring below.

Make sure to look at the pot from all angles, not just from above, as the pot is constructed to see how the coiling is developing and to check for any necessary adjustments.

· When the walls are firm, define the shape of the pot and compress the clay by gently tapping the surface with a wooden paddle. Use light pressure when paddling.

· Remind the students to check the rim to make sure the angle and size balance and fit with the their intended form.

· Smooth and/or scrape walls with a rib tool when the pot is leather hard.

Source: MacKey, Maureen, Experience Clay Teacher’s Edition Worcester, Massachusetts: Davis Publications 2003
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